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ejinbxtugh, 

DJBAR SF^» 

AS it was by your invita- 
tion I ventured upon my late vifit to 
Scotland, I further comply with your 
requeft in printing my Journal, for 
public infpetftion, together with fuch 
ftri<ftures and remarks as have occurred 
during my ftay in thofe parts. 

Having previoufly entertained a high 
opinion of the ftate of religion and re- 
ligious knowledge in the North, you 
know, by my correfpondence with you 
and your Brother, with what caution I 
was perfuaded to undertake the jour- 
ney. I always conceived, that though 
error and formality had made their in- 
roads into Scotland, yet that theGofpel 
intereft was attended with a fuperior 
A ^lory ^ 
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glory in oppofitioVo all the attempts 
of the mere heathen h^ralift; cr others, 
the more avowed enen^s of the Gof- 
pel. V 

On my arrival in Edinbm^h, I was 
grieved to find the caufe of rehgjon fo 
much below the ftandard I had con- 
ceived. I obferved, with regret, that 
good men, fettered by the trammels of 
education, or by the laws of their dif- 
ferent churches, by no nieans exerted 
themfelves as the facred caufe moft afr 
furedly demands. 

As matters thus opened to my view, 
I was the lefs embarrafled, and the 
path of duty appeared much more 
plain before me. — My prayer was ^n- 
fwered, " Teach me the way in which 
I fhould go, for I lift up my foul unta 
thee." As I truft, I heard the voice 
of a gracious Providence diftindlly fay, 
" This is the way, walk ye in it.'* 

Left, 
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Left, therefore, my fears fliould'be 
the fears of others, I fliall writfe with 
the greater freedom, that all who read 
may judge for themfelves. If " in- 
fimplicity and in godly fincerity we 
have our converfation in the world,* 
we need not be aftiamed of any part 
of our condu6l. We may tell the 
world all we do, and all we me^n, 
. without a bluih. 

But ftili the talk before me is dif- 
ficult. The very ftyle of a Journal is 
iCgotifm. For this reafon, till on the 
prefent occalion, I have never troubled 
the world with any of thefe Jiories re- 
fpecfting . myfelf ; but now the caufe 
feems to demand it. — This you re- 
quefted, and I promifed to comply. 
I firft; prefent you with the Journal, 
and conclude with my Obfervations 
^nd Remarks. 

A3 I truft 
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I truft, my dear Sir, it is the prayer 
of my heart, that you may be bleffed 
with the moft abundant fiiccefs in all 
your attempts to promote the glory of 
God in the falvatioii of mankind. And 
may your Brother, and his worthy col- 
leaguei Mr. Aikman, in their difinte- 
refted zeal, and the devotednefs of their 
fpirits, continue to preach Jefus among 
thoufands in thofe parts where multi- 
tudes are perifhing in complete igno- 
rance, till they are crowned with all thfe 
fuccefs their hearts could wilh. 

I am, 

With much AfFedion, 
Your's, 
In the Love and Fellowfliip of 
the Gofpel, 

ROWLAND HILL. 



PREFACE. 



THE Reader is rcqucfted to confidcr, that 
the firft delign of this Publication was to 
have been limited to a Journal and a few Ob- 
icrvations and Remarks. The Journal was 
foon completed, and fent into the North to be 
printed among the people for whom it was 
originally defigned. After I had in a mealiirc 
finifhed my Remarks, which fwelled far be- 
yond the fize at firft intended, I confultcd 
" Ibme refpeAable characters from Scotland now 
Teiident among us, who advifed me to give 
Ibmc further fcope to difcuffion, and to print 
in London. I therefore requcfted the return of 
my Journal, and purfued rtiy Remarks. But 
before I could receive it, the fcverity of t^ic 
feafon prevented all communications between 
us and Scotland. 

As ibon as the Journal arrived, though 
after a very confidcrable delay, I fent the 
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work to the prcfs, and have haftcned the pub- 
lication as Ipecdily as a variety of avocations 
would admit. 

The candid Reader is alfo further requefted 
to remember, that no ill delign could have in- 
fluenced my mind on the free remarks made 
on different parties ; my only aim being to 
unite thofe who arc feparated. God is my 
witnefs, I love all of my Mafl-er's family where- 
cver I find them, and however unhappily dif- 
jointed and divided among themfelves, and, 
firom each other, I ardently long for that day 
when th^ uniting fpirit of the Gofpel may 
cpnltrain us to be all as one in him our ^* living 
Head," that all the building fitly framed toge-^ 
ther may grow into a holy temple unto the 
Lord. Wherever, therefore, I find the Church, 
where the Maffcer's prefence is vouchfafed, to 
withdraw and to be abfent feems to me to be 
xan immediate affront to him whofc gracious 
prefence they enjoy. Am I wifer than my 
Mafler, to know with whom I fhould unite ? 
Or can I do wrong if I follow his holy foot- 
fteps wherever he may condefcend to lead ? 
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I requeft it may be further noticed, that 
having .written at a diftance frpm the feat of 
immediate information, if in any refpedl I have 
been incorred, it was with no intentional de- 
fign to mifrcprefent any party whatever by 
illiberal, unjuft, or unfair remarks: and as I have 
the higheft repfed: for the uprightnels and 
good intention of the Seceders, I am glad 1 
have lately received fufEcient information to 
begin with an apology for what will be founef 
in the body of the Pamphlet. 1 have exprefled 
myfelf in ftrong terms againft the Solemn 
League and Covenant, as brcathingthe language 
• of avowed perfecution, lamenting only that 
real Chriftians fhould take fuch an UnchriA 
tian oath. But 1 am informed many of 
the Burgher Seceders entirely difown thole 
ofFenfive and obnoxious claufes, and abide by 
' the Covenant only as it relates to their own 
Church difciplinc, and the excellent truths 
contained in the Cohfeffion of Faith of the 
Church of Scotland. Though this takes off 
the edge of cenfure in one point of view, yet I 
fear in many refpedls, too much remains of the 
evil of a limited and contraftcd fpirit, fo con- 
trary to the Ipirit and temper of the Gofpel. 
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If, therefore, the defign of this Publication 
be anfwered, in pulling down a party fpirit in 
any, and in preventing others from entering 
into further party defigns among themfelves,- 
and if thereby Chriftians be taught to love 
each other more fervently, I Ihall triumph in 
the fneer of the. angry bigot of every le<3:, 
and rejoice that I have been honoured in ren- 
dering effential fcrvice to the c^ufe of Chrift, 
^y promoting the grace of love among feri* 
ous Chriftians of every denomination. 



A JOURNAL, 



JOURNAL, 



LoRD*s Day, July 15, li^gS^ < 

HAVING attended the afternoon fervici at 
Wotten Underedge, left the pleafant fpot of 
my retirement, on my wiay to the North • reached 
Prampton, and gave theni an evening fermoii. Thii. 
place, when I firft knew Gloucefterfhire, viras filled 
with brutal perfecutors ; — ^fince they haVe been fa- 
voured with the Gofpel, they have been wonderfully 
foftened. We firft preached to them in the ftreet, 
but they have now a place of worftiip ere<5led, and 
Well attended by a decfent and relpeAable congre^ 
gatiort. ' 

Monday, July 16. Reached Wdrcelter, prreach- 
ed fMti John iii. 36. in the Chapel in the late Lady 
Huntingdon's corine6li6n. Here, I Well remeniber| 
whetf quite a yoifthj the afFedion and hofpitjality 
of the late Mr. Skinner; a perfon of refpe6tability, 
well known in that city. His houfc was afFe6lion-* 
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irtely open for the preaching of the Gofpel, and it 
was confidered as a great matter to collect fuf- 
fioient hearers to fill the upper i-ooms of his houfc. 
There are now feveral Minifters of different deno- 
minations ; and the people having a thirft to hcar^ 
their 'places of worfliip are refpcdlably attended. 

Tuefday, July 17. Preached at Kidderminfler at 
noon, from Luke vii. 50. Some years ago, much 
harm was done to this congregation by the injudi- 
cious candour and liberality of their lateMinifter, 
Mr. Faucet, though his name, as it rcfpe6ls his own 
charadler, (hould be mentioned with honour ; yet 
by his indifcriminate admifKon of all forts into his 
pulpit, after his death a divifion took place. Mi- 
nifters who did not preach the truth as it is in Je- 
fus, were no longer admitted, and the wide party 
withdrew. 5om^(?/^///&r/jareftill admitted, pro- 
vided they are of the right fort. There is now a 
good and proper kind of candour among this peo- 
ple, which makes me ever happy to ferve them ; 
and one thing I have always remarked, whenever 
I have preached there the place has been wcU 
attended by the poor: this is a good token in their 
favour. That congregation is furely forfaken of 
the Lord, which is iforfaken by the poor. O for 
that glorious day, when all the friends of the Gof- 
pel O^all be as one ! While we have nothing ia 

view 
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View but to promote the great falvation of God our 
Saviour, furely matters of lefs importance (hould 
give way to the greater. 

The fame evening, reached Wolverhampton ; 
preached to a full congregation in the Diflenting 
Mceting-houfe ; the fubjed Rev. xxi. 3. I (hall 
be happy, if ever I again travel through thofe parts, 
to pay them another vifit, by way of tefiifying 
my eftecm for the kindnefs and love I there re- 
ceived. 

Wedncfday, July 18. Reached Hanley, near 
Newcaftle, StafFordfhire. Many years ago I vifit- 
ed this place, out of refpeA to my mod worthy 
friend, Mr. Neale, of London, who had been a 
warm fupporter of the caufe of religion among them. 
A place of worfhip was built here upon the moft 
enlarged principles, merely to make known the 
Gofpel of our redemption ; and fo may it ever abide. 
They enjoy the privilege of having the lively ora- 
cles of God delivered among them in a lively man- 
ner. I preached to a numerous congregation, 
from John iii. 36, 

Thuirfday, July IQ. Macclesfield — ^Avifittothig 
town was a peculiar pleafure and fatisfadlion to 
my mind. Mr. Simpfon, the Minifter of the New 

3 2 Churchy 
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^ Church, 15 my dear old friend. Our acquaintance 
commenced at Cambridge. Being of the fame 
College, our cuftom was to read with each other 
the Greek Teftament, and other evangelical pub- 
lications; thefe meetings we always concluded, 
with prayer. The Univerfity then Avas almpft in 
total darknefs. No wonder, therefore, if, for fuch 

' exercifes, and for fome other ftrong fymptbms 
of. a methodiftical bias, we were fpeedily mark- 
ed, and had the honour of being pointed at as thq 
curiofities of the day. This did good. Others 
foon joined us, to the number of ten or twelve. 
Some of them were Nicodemian dlfeiples\ other$ 
have proved bold and ufeful Minifters ; and fom? 
of them, I truft, have been taken to glory. 

Blefled be God, things now bear a more pleafing 
^pe6l in that Univerfity. The Gofpel is at prefent 
not only faithfully preached by Mr. Simeon and 
others, but niany young men are training up, who 
I truft will, if worldly prudence and the fear of 
man prevent not, prove a bleffing to the Church, 
by preaching with fervency and zeal her long-negr 
le<5led do6lrinesto the confciences of their hearers, 
/During my refidence at this feat of learning, even 
f drunken nefs and whoredom were deemed left ex- 
: ccptionable pradices in a candidate for the Miniftry 
i than yifiting the lick and imprifon^d, and expound- 
ing 
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f ing the Scripturesin private houfes. For thefe laft 
mentioned offences I met with no lefs than fix rc- 
fufals, before I gained admiffion into the Miniftry 
t)f the Eftabliflied Church ; but, blefled be God, 
all this proved for the furtherance pf the Gofpel. 
^^ The wrath of man fliall praife him, and the re- 
mainder thereof fliall he reftrain/' It is our privi- 
. lege to be ^^ careful for nothing." My very affec- 
tionate old friend was anxious that I fbould preach 
to th.e pjeople of his charge, though it was not the 
regular evening for his lecture. His large church 
prefented a very ferious and crowded congregation, 
/^ to whom I attempted to explain the mind that 
I was in Chrift Jefus, and its confecjuent effeds on 
[the Chriftian, frorn Phil. iJ. 5, 

The daughter of my dear brother was then in a 
confumption, juft ready to be diflblved and to h% 
with Chrift. *' In patience (he poflefled her foul.'* 
' Her frame-ivas moft lovely. Happy are the fami- 
lies who have fuch a Mafter! Happy the people who 
have fucii a Minifter ! and happy the children who 
Jiave fuch a Parent ! 

Friday, July 20. My next ftage was to^ Man- 
chefter. Here again I was affedlionately received 
by Mr, Smythe, Minifter of St. Clement's Churcli, 
^(rho did not wait the formality of a regular 

ledurc 
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Ic6lurc evening, but publiflied for a fen ice. 

The church was filled with a folemn and attcn- 

/ live auditory. The fubjc<5J:, the eternal obliga^ 

I tions of the Law, and our free ialvation by the 

) Gofpel, from 2 Cor. iii. 18, 

My firll intimate ac(juaintance with Mr. Smythc 
was at Dublin, he being then the Minifter of Beth- 
efda Chapel. How he was^diflodged thence, tell it 
pot ki Gath, publifli. it not in the ftreets of Afke- 
lon. God however has brought good out of evil. 
Mr. Smythe is happily fituated at Manchcfter ; and 
that mod valuable fervant of God, Mr. Walker, one 
of the Fellows of the Dublin Univerfity, is now in 
that chapel. He is happily adapted to his fituation ; 
and O that he may aroufe and alarm the unhappy 
people from the fatal ftupor and fuperftition which 
almoft univerfally prevail. through that kingdom ! 

Saturday, July 21. Reached Garftang, gave an 
everting exhortation in the Difl^pting ChapeJ, from 
John iv. 24, 

Lord's Day, July 22. Arrived at Lancafter by 
nine o'clock in the morriing. Here I had fpent a 
few Sabbaths many years ago. I truft things are 
jiot upon the decline, though I fear the people in 
general are neglijgent and fupine. The congrega- 
tion 
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tion in the morningwas large. I preached from Johft 
XV. 7. on the infinite blcflednefs of our union with 
Chrift. In the afternoon, I was a hearer of their 
Minifter, Mr. Cherrier ; I truft an afFeiftionate and 
good man. In the evening the place overflowed. 
As the people's curipfity feemed to be excited, had 
I not been limited by time, LIhould have been 
happy in availing myfelf of this call of Providence, 
by preaching to the multitude in the open air. 
It is always the moft pleafant circumftance to my 
mind, when the neceffity of field-preachingVecom- 
mends itfelf. To human nature this is a difgrace- 
ful office, and from fuch a corrupted principle, I feel 
myfelf much more inclined to. cemtion and timidity 
than to boldncfs and zeal. The evening fubjedl was 
Rom. i. 15. the Gofpel of " Chrift is all in all ;'•; 
to glory in it (hould be our glory, while to be 
alhame^of it is our greateft dilgrace. 

Monday, July 23. Preached, at Kendal. This 
town I fear partakes of the nature of Sardis. The 
Meeting Houfe is large, and a- decent company 
attended. I eodjeavQU^ed to expjain the nature of 
the Law and.tbeGofpd, from Rom. iii. 23, 24. - 

I defigned to.have paifed the next evening at Pen* 
iith, but was told thrt.no notice had been fent 
before, for that no ona would receive me. I hopb 
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fome Gofpcl Hero in the neighbourhood will make 
it a point to befiege that town. The inhabitants, 
as report fays, are awfully dead in trefpafles and 
fins. I am informed that even the few Diflenters 
there, are diflenters from many of the invaluable 
tuths of the Gofpel. 

Having this day unexpe<Sledly at my difpofil, I 
went a little out of the way to fee fome of theCum- 
berland and Weftmoreland l^es, and was highly 
gratified with the grandeur and romanticity of the 
prolpedls. Nothing I confefs would tempt me out 
of the way of duty fo much as th6 fight of fuch bold 
and majeftic fcenery. Every thing has its fnare ; 
and even things lawful mantle' enjoyed in an'un-* 
lawful and unwarrantable manner. Property may 
be improperly expended, and time unwarrantably 
wafted. 

Wedncfday, July ^4. Preached to a moderate 
congregation at Carlifle, in a fmall chapel, built 
by. the latd Lady Glcnorchy. Paflled the evening 
at the Grapes Inn> but doukt-ftot prevail upon my 
hofpitable hoft or hoftefs t6 tak^ a)^y thii^g for my 
accommodations. This I mention as a token of 
r^pcA for the kind reception given to a flran- 
ger, as it was done in the niijne of the Lord Jefiis. 
They gave umcb more than a cup of cold water to 

an. 
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Ah tinworthy prophet in thy name ; may they f*» 
ceive much more than a prophet's reward ! There 
feems to be an awful death prevailing over the peb-- 
pie of this town, though they have not wa,nted the 
bleffingof fome moft faithful Gofpel fermonsfrom 
the Dean of the Cathedral, and from his brother 
the late Mr. Milner, of Hull, whoie abundant fer*- 
vices to the Church of Chrift, not only as a Preach- 
er, but as an ecclefiaflical Hiftorian *, together 
with his other ufeful publications, will render his 
luime defervedly refpeded by all lovers of the Gof- 
pel, and of good and ufeful literature. 

Having had no opportunity to appoint different 
ftagesat which to preach between Carlifle and Edin-^ 
burgh, I fpent the Thurfday evening at Langham. 
It happened to be the time of their public fair, and 
a fad example it exhibited, on my firft night's lodg- 
ing in Scotland, of the oppofite to what I expe6led 
.to fiod of decency and good behaviour, among the 
people in thofe parts. The fair was a downright 
revel ; dancing, drunkennefs and lafcivioufnels 

♦ Thofe who wifli to difcover the pure ftream of divine truth, 
as It found its channel through all the erroneous doctrines, fuper* 
Hitions, and wretched ecclefiaflical cabals that difgraced the 
Churchy fo called, down to the BiCformation, will find n^uch 
to commend in that ufeful publicationi making fome allowance 
for'the worthy Author« whpfe fentiments, perhaps, might have 
been tpore correA according to fcripturc rulci if lefs favourable 
to •high Church difcipij,oc. 
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fecmed to be the principal motive which liad 
brought them together. In England I fcarce ever 
iaw a more difgraceful afiemblage ; and in fome 
parts of Wales I have pafled through large fairs, 
when it was pleaiant to behold the innocent and 
well ordered buftle of the day. After their traffic 
had endedj all returned at an early hour, with 
fcarce an inftance of a fober perfoa's being difgufted 
by a reprot>atej or infulted by a drunkard. 

Fairs for cattle and the produdttons of hulbandry 
are certainly neceflary ; but as there is fufficient 
competition in every market town to prevent mo- 
nopoly, the cxpofing of £hop goods at ^ public fair 
has every mifchievoas efFe6l, without doing the 
leaft poffible good. But a greater evil ftill is found 
in ftalls for toys and.tralh. Here every tboughtlefe 
parent runs to purchafe fbme alluring object for a 
child ; the child's curiofity is excited, and as the 
year returns, his curiofity is again to be gratified. 
Here he fees all that is bad, and his corrupted na- 
ture feeds upon it ; as he grows up his paffions 
gain fl:rength for the gratification of every abomi- 
nable defire, and his ruin follows, unlefs prevented 
by a miracle of grace* 

As the fame horie, with a light vehicle, convey- 
ed me and my fervant from ftage to ftage, the next 
being a long ojje^ I was under the neceffity;, of 
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ipenditig the night iti this teoiporary hell ; but 
that I might enjoy a little refpite from the wretch- 
ed tumult, I took my evening's walk out of the 
town by the fide of a pleafant romantic river. Here 
I was very kindly accofted by a gentleman, who I 
tonceive was the Minifter of the pari(h, and who, 
with much hdfpitality, offered me every accommo- 
dation his houfe could afford from the confufion 
of the town ; but having already procured a pri- 
vate lodging, I declined his very friendly offer. 
While we were in converfation, Meffrs. James 
Haldaneand Aikman pafled by. Thefe gentlemen 
were then unknown to me. I was told, but in very 
candid language, their errand and defign ; that it 
Was a marvellous circumflance, quite a phenome- 
non, that an Eaft-India Captain, a gentleman of 
good family and connexions, (hould turn out an 
Itinerant Street Preacher ; thathe fhould travel from 
town to town, and all againft his own intereft and 
character. With much candor, however, the 
ftranger lamented that fome had attempted to pcr- 
feeute, though on different occafions they had 
made. pretty free with the eftabliflicd Clergy. It is 
hardly juft, however, to fay we fpeak againft a peo- . 
pie when we only can fpeak againft their faults. 
This information was enough for me. I immedi- 
ately fought out; the Itinerants diligently, and found 
them in the fame tumultuous mefs, and at the fame 
inn. When I inquired for thev\^ oC\\x^\»k\^^*:^> 
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flie told me fhe fuppofed I meant the two prtefis 
that were in her houfe ; but (he could not fatisfy 
me njcliat religion they were of. The two priefl», 
however, and myfelf foon met, and to our mutual 
fatisfacSiion pafled the evening together; and early 
the next morning I purfued my journey. I ftopt 
to bait at Hawick. While there, I fauntered into 
the church yard, and was prefent at a funeral. Ig- 
norant of their method of inter^Jcnt, there being no 
Minifter to attend, nor any religious exercife per- 
formed op thefe occafions, I faid to fome of theby- 
ftanders, ^^ Your funerals are foon over.'* An old 
woman, more loquacious than the reft, foon difco- 
vered I was from England, ahd gave me to under- 
ftand, that prayers on thefe occafions could be of 
no ufe to the dead. She, fuppofing me to be one 
of thofe poor ignorant, prelatical, half-papjftical 
people from the South, could fcarce believe me 
when I faid I was of the lame opinion with herfelf : * 
while I humbly fuggefted that th6 people of Scot- 
land loft an excellent opportunity of doing good 
to the living, if they could do nothing for the dead. 
The truth was admitted, and we both agreed that 
as funerals in thofe parts are generally very nu- 
inerpufly attended, it might be a confiderable ad- 

* Since the above was written, I have examined the Dire^lory 
on thisfqbjieft^ and find the old lady was perfe6^1y correct. The 
Church of Scotland ftri^tly forbids allreligious fcrvices on th^ft 
d^p^fipHS, 

vantage 
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vantage to the caufe of religion-to make fuch fo- 
lemn occafions a Icafon for exhprtation and prayer. 
I was rather furprifed at this omiflion in Scotland ; 
but on confidering that a Scotfman always (lands 
as an ^ntipode to the Pope, it appeared probable 
that papal prayers for the dead determined John 
Knox, their valuable but uncouth reformer^ againft 
all prayers,at a funeral whatever, 

Saturday, July ^8. bleached Edinburgh this af- 
ternoon. The city and its fituatron is the moft cap- 
tivating and romatitic I ever faw. The buildings . 
are good ; the neighbouring hills are beautiful, and 
beautifully difperfed ; .the bridges over the old 
town apd the new are the moft curious and the beft 
contrived imaginable. The Firth of Forth, a fine 
arm of the fea, about t^o miles frpnj the city-, gives 
the fcenery a look of the moft lively and pleafant 
defcriptiori. I was the more flruck with the de- 
lightful iituation of Edinburgh, as almoft all tlje 
country between Carlifle and that city, is dreary 
and bad. The churches in Scotland evidently 
feem the only negledSed builcUngs. Many of them 
are flgvenly and mean ; St. Andrew's church, in 
the New Town, however, exhibits a fpecimen of 
neatnefs and taftc. Surely the houfes of our God 
deferve fomewhat of our notice, as well as tbofe 
■ wbicb we build for ourfelves, 

■ Was 
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Was received at Edinburgh, at the hofpitablc 
abode of Mr. James Haldane, in George-ftreet, 
where nothing was wanting but more gratitude 
and thankfulnefs oh my part for fuch a kind and 
affectionate reception. 

Lord's Day, July 2Q. Preached for the firft time 
in the Circus. The building is large, andfuppofed to 
contain above two thoufand five hundred people. 
The morning congregation was decently attended. 
It gave me plcafurc to find that expounding, or lee-- 
turing as it is there called, is the general pra6lice in 
Scotland, though fomeMinifl:ers eclipfc the beauty 
of thofe fervices by taking a few vcrfes only into 
confideration, a very little farther fcope than would 
anfwer for a text. As it was certainly the moft 
primitive, fo furely it muft be the moft profitable, 
to deal with the pedple diredlly from the word of 
God. The richncfs and glory that reft upon the lanr 
guage of infpi ration are peculiar to itfelf: and I have 
always found that weighty, warm, applicatory re- 
tnarks immediately therefrom, come with a pecu- 
liar influence to the heart. Surely, therefore, no- 
thing lefs than a whole chapter, or at leaft a confi- 
derable portion, fhould be fcleCted for thefe occa- 
fions. We are never fo aflurqd that we make peo- 
ple wife unto falvation, as when we lead them to 
be acquainted with the pure word of God itfelf. 

My 



( 15 ) 

My morning fubje6t was the prayer of Mofes, 
*^ If thy prefcnce go not with me, carry us not up 
hence," Exod. xxxiii. 14, 15. I preached to the 
people the fech'ngs of my heart. I felt the call to 
this city to be Iblemn and important — without our 
God we can do nothing. 

A much larger congregation attended the even- 
ing fervice, and I took another fubjc6V, juft fiiited 
to the frame of my own mind, 1 Cor. i. 22, 23, 24. 
—and employed fome time in fhewing Paul's me- 
thod of treating his proud Corinthian hearers. How 
very different is the immediate and dire<£l fimpli- 
city of the Apoftle, compared to too many of the 
cold and formal produdlions of the prefent day ! 
O the fimplicity that is in Chrift \ How lovely in 
its eifedls, while the Minifler preaches juft as he 
feels, wifely regulated by the word of God, and 
Warmly animated with a defire to bring falvatioqi 
to the finner's heart! 

Tuefday, July 31. Preached in Mr. Robinfbn's 
chapel of cafe, from 1 Cor. ix. 24. " So run that 
ye may obtain.*' This being the time of the annual 
races, I chofc this fubje6l that I might give. my. 
fentiments freely on the flrange condu6l of thof^ 
who attend the miniftra'tions of the Gofpel, and yet 
vifit thefe abominiable riotous aflcmblies. A horfcr 
race isj^ diredl revel, and rirjelUm and such likJe 
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jarc exprcfsly forbidden. Is it poflible for a^erfon 
that has felt the transforming influence of the Holy 
Spirit to be conformed to thofe fooleries and pol-' 
luting araufements which delight the world ? Con- 
formity to the world ever was and ever will be the 
contagion and deftru6tion of the church.* 

Thurfday, Auguft 2. Preached at Leith. It was 
intended here that a large chapel of eafe (hoiild 
have been opened for my reception, and the majo- 
rity of thofe concerned had with much afFedlion ac- 
tually determined that I (hould be admitted ; but 
it was oppofed ; and fuch an uncouth admiflion I 
did not chufe to accept, efpecially as I found th« 
Minifter was in the minority againft me. I was 
happy therefore to breathe a more free air. A very 
commodious timber yard was provided : and Leith 
being the fea-port of Edinburgh, I truft it will 
prove a gracious providence that I was compelled 
to turn out, that I might addrefs hundreds of poor 
Unncrs, who probably would not have followed me 
into a church. It is fuppofed that two thoufand peo- 
ple attended, while I preached from the converfion 
of Zaccheus, " The Son of Man is come to feek 
and fave that which was Joft.'* Plain language is 
,the only profitable language for finners like thefe* 
How ridiculous to try to get into the hearts of 

♦ Let people go to fuch places only where ihey can ajk a hlef- 
tkg en thv'ir amufements, and they will never ^o amifs. 

Cvxch^ 
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fuch, by a dry, fet, formal methodical difcourfe ! 
As well attempt to interrupt the courfe of the 
tide by^the palm of your hand^ as to turn the heart 
of a (inner, from bis accuftomed abominations by 
fuch puny efforts. Can any therefore, but thpfe who 
. hate the falvation of fouls, deny that they fhould 
be fought for out of the common way, feeing it is 
notorious that the means regularly and generally em- 
ployed not only leave them juft where they found 
them, but leave them to get worfe and worf^ ? 

Friday, Auguft 3. Blefled be God, a thirft among 
the people to hear, was a fufficient diredlion to me 
to Hand out among the multitude on the Calton- 
hill; fourthoufand, according to computation, atr 
tended. The lovelinefs of the fituation, the ftillnefs 
of the evening, and the ferioufnqfs of the people 
produced all that was defirablc. O for more 
of the life, and undlion, and power of the Spi- 
rit of God on my own foul, that I may not 
difgrace the blefled caiife I wi(h to uphold ! 
I perceive, however, diftant as the charadterS may 
be, in thefe parts of Scotland, it mull be with me 
as it was with the great Mr, Whitfield, very few 
churches will be open for my reception, even where 
the Gofpel is preached. Some will not admit me, 
others dare not ; but I wait for the day, and fhall , 
blefs God whenever it arrives, when I (hall fee 
fome of thofe good Minifters in England, that I 
may have it in my power to prove tK^t iViOife-^Vw^ 
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will not recdve me, I will receive ; and fuch as dare 
not, I dare receive. " Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good." • . 

Lord's Day, Auguft 5. On a previous confiif- 
tation with thofe concerned in procuring the Cir- 
cus for public worftiip, it appeared to be the general 
wifti, that the fervrces there might interfere as lit- 
tle as the nature of the circumftances would ad- 
mit, with public worfhip in other places. It was 
therefore determined that the afternoon fervice 
fhould be difcontinued, and that a fervice at fcven 
o'clock in the morning, or fomcwhat later^ as the 
feafon required, fliould be eftabliflied.* 

I preached, therefore, to a good congregation at 
feven o'clock, from a continuation o( the lubjedl 
I had introduced the preceding Sabbath, Mofes's 
prayer, ^^ I befeechithee fhow me thy glory," and 
our Lord's anfwer to this is, *^ Father, I will 
that thofe whonrthou haft given me, be with mc 
where I am, that they may behold my glory." At 
jioon I preached to a congregation that completely 
filled the place, from 1 John iv. l6. The love of 
God to man for his own feke, the love of man to 
man for God's fake, is the whole of Chriftianity. 

♦ I have (Tijce beard; as the winter feafon advanced, it wa» 
l£|||Mi neceifacy to alter- the time of public worfliip) suad to efta<» 
Uiffjjj^ fervice in the aftpraoon. 
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In the evenings hundreds, nay thoufands, could 
«ot come near the place. On this occafion the peo- 
ple, without the leaft fhadow of a caufe, took ap 
alarm that the galleries were giving way. I imme- 
diately ran in, allayed their fears, and adjourned. to 
the Calton Hill. During this confufion, fo gra- 
cioufly were we protected, that we heard but of 
one aged man who had received the leaft injury. 
On the hill, it is fuppofed, a congregation of nine 
or ten thoufand people were aflembled, when I 
endeavoured to illuftrate and enforce the love of 
<jrod to man, from the parable of the prodigal Son* 

Monday, Auguft 6. Began to take my excuriious ' 
to different parts of the country. Mr. Haldane 
kindly commenced my companion in travel. Our 
firft vrfit was to Stirling, anciently one of the placas 
of relidence of the kings of Scotland. Its Caftle is 
very fimilar in lituation, but not equal in magnif 
tu^e to that of Edinburgh. The profpedi: it com- 
• mands is very extended and fine. Here the church 
would have been open, but the church-yard was 
judged more convenient ; ^nd about one thoufand 
people attended the evening fermon. Hearingthere 
was too much bigotry and party l^irit reigning iu 
this place, I preached from John iv. 24. with a view 
to prove, from the hiftory of the wpnian of Samaria, 
that real Chriftians ought not to a6l like J^ws 
<and Samaritans toward each other. The peo- 
D ? pie. 
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pie areblcfled here with Minifters that fear God 
and preach the Gofpel both in the Eftabliftied 
Church, and among the Seceders ; but, poof things, 
they are fadly hampered, and are under the moft 
cruel difcipline from the bigots to whom each 
party belongs. My prayer for thefe good men is, 
God fend them a fpeedy deliverance \^ 

Tuefday, Auguft 7- Before we left Stirling, I 
gave them a morning lecture in the fame place, 
from 1 Pet i. 22. on the fanftifying effects of the 
Law and Gofpel, ^nd then proceeded toward 
CriefF. 

On my journey, curiofity arrcfted me to vifit 
the old Cathedral at Dumblane, once the feat of 
aiflion of that beft of men, ArchbiQiop Lelghton, 
who was every thing that was wife, great Snd good. 
It grieved me to fee a building, originally fo neat 
and elegant, nearly in ruins ; the choir part alone 
is fitted up, and that in a ijiiferable fiyle, while 
the body of the church, which is but firiall, for. a 
cathedral, was no larger than might have ftrved 
for parochial worftiip. ' . :. 

In very few of the churches in Scotland, I fi^d, 
even where they have it in their ppwer, do they 

♦ The different parties, and the origin of tfttfc divifions, will' 

be explained at the end of the Journal. 

"* avail 
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avail themfelves of fpace. Moft places of worlhip 
with them are huddled up with clumly galle- 
ries, lb clofe to the Minifter, that the voice be- 
comes exceedingly interrupted and deadened.' Our 
Englifh churches, efpecially in large towns, are 
moftly wide and fpacious ; and if the minifter has 
nothing but his moral lecture to read, and confe- 
quently nothing in the fubjedl to excite the leaft 
animation, he is generally heard much better than 
his fubjeA deferves. A feeble voice, uttered in a 
clear fpa:ce, is much better heard at a diftance^ 
than in fuch places, fo wretchedly calculated to 
flatten and abibrb the found. 

Preached at CriefF in the evening. A congrega- 
tion of near one thoufand people aflembled. I en- 
deavoured to urge the importance of that alarming 
queftion, "Howfliall we efcape, if we negledl fo 
great falvation ?" 

Wednefday, Augiift 8. Gave them another fer- 
mon at CriefF, in the morning, from Rev. i. 5, 6. 
on the Godhead and atonement of our Lord. 
Proceeded in the evening to Dunkeld, the mouth 
of the Eaftern Highlands. Near this town is the 
earthly paradife of the Duke of Athol. The fcenery 
is remarkably romantic and bold, enriched with a 
fine river, the Tay, and wide extende4 planta- 
tions, 

^ -.• ' It 
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It were well for the nation at large, if the nobi-* 
lity and gentry were fit for an heavenly paradife, 
after they are renioved from their earthly one8.-~ 
Though, we blefs Gk)d, there are ftill a fewexcep- 
lions, yet nothing increafes the wickednefs of the 
land fo much as the profligate and bad conduct of 
the great. While they are profeflcd enemies to the 
politics of France, they feem, by their example, to 
bejtke pra<Stical friends and fupportersof that infi^ 
ddity which, in that country, has converted men by 
miHions into monfters. If their profligacy be adopt- 
ed among us, and is it not moft rapidly on the ad- 
vance ? we are brutalized in courfe — we are thea 
given up to the Religion of Nature^ and it is na-^ 
tural for all men to feek their own. 

Preached in the ftrcet at Dunkeld to about five 
hundred hearers. The people in this place feel their 
want of Chrifl:. A fociety eftabliflied for the prc^^ 
gation of Gk>fpel knowledge, has been very fuccefs- 
ful in promoting this fpirit of inquiry. May they 
go on and profperl Their utmoft exertions are 
deeply needed, especially in this prefbytery ; and I 
trufl: the day is at hand, in which the people in that 
town and neighbourhood may dill further feel the 
4itility of that inftitution. 

AtDunkdLd, as at DumWane, are the ruins of an 
old cathe4ral. Though this was never equal in 

archi- 
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srcliitedhtral elegance to the former, yet mvcb 
too good to have been permitted to fall into ruins ? 
1h(t choir part alone is the parifh church, and 
the reft of the building is an habitation for bats 
and owls. 

Had thofe zealous and good men, owr reformers 
from Popery, been lefs under the influence of tho 
' day, they had been not lefs zealous, though n^uch 
more wife, in that important work. Why could not 
good and comnK>dious buitdings have been Ipafed,. 
though the band of foperftition had reared them ? 
In England I never behpld the ruins of an abbey or 
monaftery, but I alk myfelf the queftion — ^Wbat 
if the building had flood as an boufe of induftry to 
the tleftitute, or as an afylum to the unfortunate 
or infirm ? Would not the commmiity have now 
enjoyed the benefit which then ftraae wretchedt 
coQrt nnniaa eagerly fwallowed as the bait of tibc 
day, entailing the fame fpirit on his fucceflw, far 
more rapacious and cruel to his induftrious tenant, 
that he may provide bimfelf with the means for his 
extravagance and luft, than ha;l even the monks^ 
and fiiars continued in pofiefiion ? 

How well alfo might many a nunnery have 
flood to the advantage of the nation, had our rc- 
ibrmen eonfidered, that females^ in families nu-^ 

merous-' 
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merous and poor^ as well as males, require p\s[c» 
of protedlion and a free education. The latter 
are univerfally and amply provided for ; the others 
are almoft totally negle<5Ved. 

Thurfday morning, Auguft 9. Gave an exhor- 
tation to a few people that collefted at Invcr, near 
Dunkeld, and proceeded to Perth. Here I preach- 
ed to a full congregation in the Relief Chapel. The 
opening of this place of worfliip was an a6l of the 
greateft kindnefs, as the weather would not have 
permitted preaching out of doors. Preached from 
2 Cor. iii. 18. oh the glory of God manifefted in 
the glorious Gofpel. 

Here I met with my old friend Mr. Geary. I 
knew him well at Dublin. He is a man univer- 
fally refpe6led, not being lefs pure and holy in his 
life and converfation, than evangelical and found 
in his views of the Gofpel. This good man, it 
feems, though licerifed as a probationer of the 
Church of Scotland, was not permitted to enjoy 
any of her preferments. He was prefented to 
the living of Brechin by the Crown. The prefby- 
tcry rcfufed him the ufual fettlcment, and referred 
the cafe to the Synod, and the Synod referred it 
to the General Aflembly, and by their decree he 
was deprived of his preferment. What was the 

pretext ? 



( 25 ) 

prete^ft ? Mr. Geary had not an academical edu- 
cation. Now, if fuch a barbarous Gothic law ex- 
ifts in their Churchy that no perfon is to be prefer^ 
red among them without fuch an education, and if 
this law is univerfally enforced, without any ex- 
eeption^ no imputation of blame attaches to thofe 
who enforced it in this particular inftance ; the 
fault can only be in fuffering a law the moft 
illiberal and unjuft to fubfift. Can confcience 
enforce it, or common fenfe plead it's caufe, 
when tjbc wifeft and bcft of men might thereby 
be excluded their community? Many perfons, 
with a natural thirft for learning, by private helps, 
and perfonal application, have appeared among 
'the firft of the learned world ; while in our femi- 
naries for public erudition, a ftupid thick-head- 
ed fet may undergo the difcipline of an education, 
which they receive againft their will, and which 
they have no fenfe or appetite to digeft ; and after 
all appear^ if they get into the Miniftry> much 
more fit for ganie- keepers, jockies, farmers, or 
graziers^ than Minifters of the GofpeL It is not fo, 
blefled be God, with us in England. Whatever 
fome of our Biftiops may be, and however bad 
many whom they ordain may prove ; yet ftill, more 
rationjil and mild than the Scots General A{Iem- 
bly, they have frequently done themfelves the cre- 
dit, while the Church has received the advantage, 
of giving orders to many who never fpent an ho\ir 
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at a feai of kaming^ and yet have been learned 
men. But fiich is the wifdom of the Church of 
Scotland, that the queftion with them refpedling 
learning is, not if he has it, but where he got it ; no 
matter for the thing, the place is all ; the learning 
of the'rhoft learned is nothing, unlefs procured at 
9 learned place — rifum teneatis amicii and I will ven- 
ture to aflert, as a proof of this^ that many went 
after it to the right place, and never got it, and yet 
were fure to get the living whenever prefented* 
And fuch is the inconfiftency of human condu6t, 
that we in the South, provided we poflefs the 
nntmi necejfarium* , (Latin, at times^ is a ufeful 
language), can get a degree from the North that we 
may be called the Do£lor, though we never flept at 
an academy our whole life through. But a divine 
with them muft have it from the jf/y? hand\ other* 
Vf\{t^asfara^they cango,hc fhall be ftarved to death ► 

Will reafon, will candour, allow us to fay, that 
the want of this was the real caufe why a man^ 
previbufly admitted of their community, the fuffi- 
ciency of whofe learning for a Parifh Minifter Was 
never difputed, but highly applauded by his oppo- 
nents ; the integrity of whofe condudl was irre- 
proachable ; whofe dodlrines, according to the 

* The Englifh of tim/m neceffaiium nfieans acither hains nor 
learning. In many inftanc^s thefe materials, in fame of their • 
^inivcrfitics, arc not required a» pre-requifites for the honour. 

Confeffipn 
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Confeflion of Faith, are the moft. found and unfuf- 
pc6led, (hould have been excluded ? People who 
are fierce for moderation *, muft remember their 
point, and on this occafion they remembered it 
welL Mr. Geary was a well-known diflentientfrom 
iheir moderation, therefore a more prgper fubjeft 
for their ecclefiaftical caftigations. The cafe of the 
other minifter, Mr. Youngs who fuffered at the 
fame time, and for the fame caufe, was attended, 
as I am very credibly informed, vvitb the moft tra- 
gical confequencc. After he was reje6le4 he came 
into England, where he languiftied /or ii few 
months, and died of a broken heart. 

Friday, Auguft 10. From Perth we travelled 
to Kinrofe. Here a decent quiet congregation af- 
fembled, amounting to about five hundred people. 
I preached in a place entirely adapted to the pur- 
pofe, under a rifing ground, and the people weU 
fituated above md, clgfe by Lough Levcn, a fine 
iheet of water. Lord and Lady Balgonie favour- 
ed us with their attendance on this occafion, and 
gave us every, proof of their kind notice and at- 
tention. It were well for the nation at large, if 
other families of noble birth would but come for- 

* An expfeffion of Dr. Witherfpoon's. If any one wifhes to 
Juiow the whole hiftwy and myjiery of Scottiflj moderation^ it is ad- 
mirably delineated by that gentleman's able pen in his EccUfi' 
^fiicfil Chara^criftksp 

E 2 \v'ard 
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ward and countenance the facred caufe, that has 
ever proved the fait of the earthy and the grcateft 
bleffing to mankind. 

Lord's Day, Augaft 12. Edinburgh. Fronn the 
preceding Sunday's alarm, it was judged improper 
to preach at the Circus, till the galleries in that place 
had. received fome further lupport, and the peo- 
ple afllired that all things were perfectly fe- 
cure. On this occaiion the Burgher Chapel in the 
New Town, w^ moft liberally, and afFedlionatcly 
granted, by Mr. Hall, their Minifter. There wo 
bad our early morning fervice, and a numerous con-r 
gregation ; to whom I explained the glories of 
the perfon of Chrift, from Rev. i. Intended preach- 
ing on the Calton Hill in the evening ; the rain, 
however, prevented it; The Circus was com- 
pletely crowded ; but, blefled be God, no alarming 
fears interrupted the fervice. I preached from 
A6ts iv. 33. " Great grace was on them all." 
While we are firaitened in our expectations, the 
bleffing is withheld ; but when our hearts are en- 
larged, the more we alk the more >ve have, 

Monday, Auguft. 13. Set off early with Mr. 
Haldane, and Mr. Gillifpie, of Anderfton, for 
Glafgow. Reached that place time enough to preach 
in the evening in the church-yard of the High 
Church. The fcene was moft folemn. The old 

CQ.tbQdral 
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Cathedral ^einds externally^ in perfectly good repair; 
and much it is to the honour of the city that it 
Ihould fo ftand, as it is the only one left in a perfe<3: 
ftate of prefervation in that part of the kingdom. 
Underneath us were the remains, I may venture to 
fey, of millions, waiting for the rfefurredlion. Here I 
ftood on a widely extended fpace, covered, or nearly 
covered, with the living, all immortals — ^Five thou- 
sand, I (hould fuppofe, at leaft/ What fblemn work 
to addrefs fuch multitudes ! *^ Who is fufficierit for 
thefe things ?" I attempted to illuftrate that paf- 
fage, Ifa. Ix. 19. '^ Thy God thy glory.'* Could 
we but explain to finners, and make themi feel, ' 
that God, a God in Chrift, is their glory, and that it 
is their privilege to glorify God in return, we fhould 
have more than an abundant rccompenfe for all our 
little toil in a work fo glorious and great. Wc 
jretired to reft at the hofpitable abode of our friend, 
Mr. Gillifpie. Though my bodily frame began 
to fail, from thefe extraordinary exertions, I could 
not refufe the requeft to preach liext morning. 

Tuefday, Auguft 14. Preached at eight o'clock, 
in the Relief Chapel at Anderfton, to a very feri- 
ous and attentive congregation. Blefled be God, 
it is pleafant to work when he makes our work our 
wages. Afterwards proceeded to Paifley. Here 

* Internally this church is fitted up with no more tafte and at- 
tention than others. It is divided into two parilh churches^ 
j»nd a mjiferable den under ground maVwCs a\\vvx^. 
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a congregation aflcmbleH, nearly as large as that 
at Glafgow, in the lower church-yard* : the fcenc 
was the moft folemn. What devotednefs of fpirit, 
what fupport and power from above is needful, 
when one fo feeble has to deal from day to day 
with Co many thoufands in the name of the Lord 
Jcfus ! The glories of the Covenant of Grace Was 
my fubjcdl, from Jcr. xxxji, 40, 41. I paflcd the 
jcvening at the houfe of the truly afFe(9:ionate fon 
jofthat truly apoftolic man, the late Dr. Gillies, 
the author of the Memoirs of Mr. Whitfield's Life. 
His houfe w^is filled with good Minifters of dif- 
ferent denominations, all living in afFeftioriafc 
love aiid cordiality with each other. This makies 
Paifley the paradifc of Scotland. Indeed hell 
would be a paradife if love were there; and aq 
icarthly paradife is little better than hell, if love be 
labfent. My foul loves Paifley, for there I bejievc 
Chriftians love each other. May the precious 
leaven that is amidlt them fpread itfelf throughout 
the North ! I grieve to find fo many feparated by 
Jiuman laws on earth, who are all to be united in 
one by Divine love in heaven and glory. 

It was impoflible torefufe further exertions, when 
jrequefled by a people fo afFecSionate and fo kind ; 

* This church was formerly' the charge of the late Dr. Wi- 
tfaerfpoon, one of the m^ft elegant, excellent, pointed writers of 
his day. 

and 
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and urged by two fuch men as Mn GiUics, and 
his not lefs affedionate colleague, Mr. Firilay, 
to give them a fermon at the High Church, at 
eight o'clock in the morning, before we continued 
our journey to Greenock. 

Wednefday, Auguft 15. Preached according to 
promife, in the High Church of Paifley. The 
church, though very large and fpacious^ abundant*- 
ly fuperior to mod of the churches in. Scotland, 
was perfectly filled with a very attentive and af- 
fedUonate congregation. I preached on Matt, xv- 
28. on the faith of the woman of Canaan. After 
fermon, went to fee the Abbey Church, which is 
fitted up with great neatnefs and tafte, and much 
to the credit of the place. Pride and pomp are 
certainly unbecoming thofe places where the doc- 
trines of the meek and lowly Jefus" are preach- 
ed; but in order to avoid this, we need not ran 
into the other extreme of being dirty, flovenly, and 
mean. 

Highly favoured as the town of Paifley ftill is, 
yet they have lately fuftained a very confiderable 
lofs in the death of that moft excellent Minifter, 
Dr. Sriodgrafs. May thofe ftiU among them be ' 
long preferved to be a bleffing to their different 
congregations, and to promote that ibirit of unity 

and 
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and love \i^hich is fo deeply wanted among others^ 
and fo fwcetly abounds among themfelv^. Yea, 
my heart and my foul prays, let peace be withiA 
the walls of Paifley, and profperity in all her pa^ 
laces. 

Reached Greenock to dinner. Here there was 
• a kind conteft where the fermqn fbould be, but 
the great church in the centre of the town, was 
judged the moft convenient. This. Mr. Scott> 
the Minifler, moft readily granted ; but, as that 
was the town church, he very properly obfervcd, 
the Magiflrates fhould alfo be confulted, and they 
as politely immediately acquiefced. The church 
is a credit to the town ; a fpacious, good, conve- 
nient building : but what is much better than a 
good building, they have a good Minifter — May 
his weakly frame be ftrengthened, that he may be 
a long and lafting bleffing to the people of his 
charge ! It is pleafant to preach in thofe places 
where one has to declare the fame truths the Mi- 
nifter himfelf delivers to the people ; as it not only 
tends to the confirmation of the truths of the Gbf- 
pel, but increafes and promotes the beft of graces, 
brotherly Jove. 

My fubjeift on this occafion was from 1 Cor. vk 
19, 20. on the nature and neceffity of divine in- 
fluences ; 
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fluences ^ .a fubjeil this of the more importance to 
be infifled upon, in oppofition to the proud deiftic 
fentimentof theday, exalting human reafon in its 
fallen ftate to be the judge of revelation, and the 
jeformer of the heart. 

Here I parted with my good friend, Mr. GiUif- 
pie. Spent the evening with a large circle of godly 
Minifters and friends, among whom was my good 
old friend, Mr. Love, our late Miffionary Secre- 
tary, at the hofpitable abode of Mr, Laird. Did 
the world but know the pleafant conviviality and 
real afFe6lion the children of God enjoy with 
each other, they would never be furprifed that we 
envy them not their midnight revel, nor wifli to 
partake with them the cup of intoxication, roar- 
ing out like madmen the wTctched fong of the 
drunkard. 

Thurfday, Auguft l6. Was conveyed up the 
river in Mr. Laird's boat to Dumbarton. Here 
alfo, I expcifted to have preached ; but proper 
information not having been font to their Minifter, 
the congregation was not aflembled ; nor did I 
feel myfclf altogether willing to preach without his 
knowledge and confent, left I might appear as not 
a<fting in conjun<5tion with one that is dcfervedly 
refpeifted as a Minifter of the Gofpel. Therefore 

P took 
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took the opportunity to fee Loch Lotnw* The 
road up the valley by a fine clear fiream^ is pleaiant 
and beautiful, and richly inhabited by a variety of 
tnanu&£iurer». The lake » aftoniftiingly wild 
^ and ronaantic: the foutbem end of it is enriched by 
groups o little iflands ; and tile fiver which runs 
through k is of a conliderable fize. The caftle of 
pumbartpn Hands on a rock nearly perpendicular^ 
on the nwuth of the river, though quite on a flat, 
and detached from- every other chain of bills iii 
thofe parts, exhibiting a fcene moft curious and 
uncommon. Having had this fhort peep into the 
weftem Highlands, my curiofity was much ex-? 
cited with a delire to have taken a much larger 
furvey of the many inoft curious inlets from the 
fea, and the fine variety of lakes vi^hitb fill the val* 
leys, and the afionifhing mountains that furround 
them. But other 'calls were not to be negte6led^ 
I was under promife again to preach at Glafgow 
on my return. 

Frida}', Augufl: 17. While a very large con- 
legation ' were aflcmbling in the High Church- 
yard, . the rain compelled us to relinquifh our 
flanding, for the moft convenient place that could 
be procured. This we had in Mr.M^Leod*s ChapeK 
Though it is fuppofed to contain near two thoufand 
people, yet many went away for want of room/ 

- . My 
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My fubje6l was 1 Cor. ii. 9. O that I were all 
heart, foul, and Tpirit, to tell of fach glorious truths 
to fuch a longirtg multitude l^lgrieve before God, 
i blufti before man, that in every attempt I fall fo 
(hort. What, is mere zeal ! This may be exerted 
by many a perfon with a little adlivity on the moft 
trivial concerns ; but where there i^s grace in the 
heart, wifdom in the head, and where thefe are 
led on by the hand of meek and holy zeal, the re- 
fult (hall be -glorious. And when Minifters of God 
can deal with him for graces thus conjoined, what 
{bowers of bleflings may we pot expeift on the 
Church at large! 

As Mr., M'l/eod is a warm and afiedtipnate 
•Minifter of the Gofpel, he will be no more offend-^ 
.^ that I took the liberty to preach in his pulpijt 
during his abfcnce, than I (hall be if any kind 
Providence fends him, or any other Gofpel Mini- 
fter, into England, to retur?i the compliment where- 
ever I am conneiSed. A coUedlion was made 
on this fecond vifit for a Gaelic Chapel now 
building for Gofpel preaching, as there are many 
people from the weftcrn Highlands who are unac* 
(juainted with the Englifti language — ^I believe the 
collc^ion was a good one*. 

♦ A report was raifed, probably by the tongue of flanker, that 
thefe a^nd other coUeftions, made almoft on every occafion, were 
Fa \» 
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spent the evening with Mr. Balfour, in company 
with other Miniftcrs and friends of the Gofpe^. 
How foon Chriflians get acquainted with each 
other ! How fweet thofe filken cords of love which 
th? dear Redeemer twines around the hearts of his 
children, conftraiiiing them by being one with him. 
to be one with each other ! O when fhall thn 
love more and more abound, that we may exempHfj 
a ftronger argument in defence of Chriftianity than 
a thoufand volumes from the pen of infidelity fhall 
be able to confute ! Well, blefled be God, in the 
weft of Scotland we can produce a degree of proof 
that Chriflians love. The kindnefs and attentioa 
of Magiftrates and Miniftcrs, and of tlje people at 
large in the city of Glafgow, will ever be remeip-^ 
bered by me as a matter of thankfulnefs before 
God, and of deep humiliation to my own mind for 
forvic^s fo poor, among a people fo affectionate 
tmd kind, 

Saturday, Auguft 18. Returned late to Edin-*- 
burgh, found it to be a day of reft from public 
preaching, which I begah to need. Miniftcrs who 
find it their duty to be inftant ouf of fea/on as we^l 

to pay my travelling expcnces ; ie it knvwn therefor t unto oilmen^ 
that a very light vehicle, with one horfc, conveyed iflyfelf an«l 
fervanttoand from the fouth of England, and almoft wherever 3 
went in Scotland; not a fingle ba^wbet \i^as therefore coUefted to 

refund this frugal mode pf travelling, 

9S 
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as infeafon, and " who fow befide all waters," will 
find they have enough to do with their time. 
Blefled be God, for that reft which remaineth for 
the children of God, in a brighter and better world. 

Lord's Day, Auguft Ip. Preached at feven in 
the morning, from 1 Sam. v. 4. on Dagon's falling 
before the Ark. Wherever the Ark of Chrift's Gof- 
pel comes, Dagon (hall fall ; and they who preach 
the word in fimplicity and godly fincerity, fh all 
prove the fa6L The feven o'clock congregations 
are now quite crowded. At the forenoon fervice 
ledlured, and then preached on A6ts x. 24,25. 
on the cqnverfion of Cornelius. Proved how much 
that hiftory was per\'erted by thofe who prefs it 
into the fervice of falvation by works ; a dodlrine 
which leaves finners worfe than it found them, and 
turns many of them into infidels. 

Had an opportunity this day to go to the facra- 
ment at Mr. Dickfon's Chapel in the Cannongate. 
It is in my heart to hold communion with all who 
hold communion with the facrcd head, Chrifl 
Jefus ; and whatever Chriftians, from the narrow 
rules of their churches, chufeto rcje6l me, blefled 
be God, I dare not reje6l them. 

By the omiflion alfo of the afternoon fermons, I 
Jiad an opportunity of hearing, as well as of preach- 
ing; 



( 38 ) 

kig ; and-bleflcd be God, the pcopk in Edinburgh 
need not ftarve for want of Gofpel, though the peo- 
ple, efpccjally the poor, want more of it than they 
at prefent enjoy, no places of worfhip being pro^* 
perly calculated for that dcfign. It was now quite 
out of the queftion to preach within doors on the 
Lord's day evenings. On the Calton Hill I ad* 
drefled the moft folemn congregation I have fecn 
for many years* Fifteen thoufand, on the moft mo-« 
derate computation, were faid to attend, fome fup* 
pofe a larger multitude. I know, on thefe occafions, 
our principal aim (hould be, toalarm thefinner: this 
I attempted, from Markviii. 36, 37. from theconfi- 
deration of the immortality of the foul, and the 
awfulnefs of eternity. 

Tuefilay, Ayguft 21. Hitherto I was favoured 
with Mr. Haldane as my companion in travel. 
His brother, Mr. James Haldane, was the kind 
friend .who next condu<5led me to other parts of 
the country. Our firft vifit was to Melvil Houfe, 
the feat of the Earl of Leven. Here and there, 
blefled he God, a noble farnily is ftill to be found, 
in which the word of God is honoured ; and where 
the altar of family prayer is devoutly attended. 
How different the ftat^ of fuch a family, even 
from the happinefs they enjoy in that pleafant 
tranquillity and x>rder which is ever produced by 

the. 
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the fear of , God, when, compared to that brutality 
of behaviour which renders the Right Honourable 
abundantly more abominable than the loweft of 
their neighbours, becaufe more confpicuoufly wick- 
ed ; and, confequently, a greater curfe to all that 
arc fufficiently near to partake of the baneful in- 
fluences of the horrid example. Not fo the family 
at Melvil Houfe* Reading and expounding the 
Scriptures, and folemn prayer to God, is a bufi* 
nefs that muft not be omitted. I was happy, there- 
fore, to be the domeftic chaplain on this occafion. 
This family has lately loft a very principal orna- 
ment, in the death of Lady Levcn. The vener- 
able old Earl, according to the courfe of nature, 
cannot long furvive ; yet, I triift, there is no«rea- 
fon to doubt, but the fame attention willbe pre- 
ferved, by the next generation^ to the caufe of God 
and truth, as' will ftill prove, if not many, yet a 
few are called of noble blood to-fear God and ho- 
nour him. in their lives. 

Tuefday eve, Auguft 21. Reached Dundee. The 
Burgher Minifter in this place, a yery fimple heart- 
ed, affedlionate man, gave us to underftand, that 
his chapel or chapel^yard was equally at our fer- 
vice. The evening being very pleafant, near two 
thoufand people attended r the chapel-yard was 
therefore judged the moft convenient. I urge4 • 
upon them,, as at Greenock, the glorious work gf 
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the Spirit of God on the heart of man, from i Cor. 
vi. 1 9, 20. We retired to the inn with a very fmall 
feledl party. The converfation, I truft, was truly pro- 
fitable and good. It is much to be lamented, that 
though we had one excellent Gk)fpel Minifter of 
the Eftablifh.cd Church with us in the eve, yet 
fuch characters are too little known in thofe parts. 
I find, fo far as it rcfpedls the eftablilhment, many 
parts of Scotland are very dark indeed. 

' Wednefday, Augufl: 22. Began this day by 
preaching at eight o clock, a fccond fermon in the 
fame place, to the fame affectionate people, and to 
nearly as many, at an hour much Icfs convenient. 
A young man of remarkable ability and grace, Mr. 
M^Ewen, was once the Minifter of this congrega- 
tion. This bright luminary had fcarcely rifen when 
he fet. Had he lived, I will not fay he would have 
cclipfed a Witherfpoon ; but his Eflays, and Trea- 
tife on the Types, give the fulleft proof of his ability 
as a writer, and of his grace as a Chriflian. We 
travelled next to St. Andrews* Being treated in 
the weft fo mifch like a gentleman, fuch is the- 
wickednefs of my heart, that I was afraid I fhould be 
treated, like an Apofilc, with perfecution, at St. An- 
drews; though after fuch indulgences, I own I had 
ngt an appetite for inch four fauce. This I feared, 
becaufe fonrc had tafted it before me. Thither, 
however, wd went. We quietly put up at the inn, 

and 
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^nd were conducted to a retired fpot clofe by the 
town^ where I preached to about four hundred 
people, who behaved very decently and attentively. 
My fubjedl was Rom. xiv. 17» I thought which 
of the Students or Minifters, fhould they conde- 
fcend to liften at a diftance, could ever obje^fc 
againft a religion that always produces " righte* 
pufnefs and peace^ and joy in the Holy Ghoft.'* 

After fermon we took a ramble by the fea fborc ; 
vlfited the ruins of Cardinal Beaton's caftle ; re- 
turned to our quarters^ and retired to reft. Next 
morning, at eight o'clock, agreeably to previous 
publication, I preached, or attempted to preach 
the Gofpel, from Ifaiah li. 1, 2. Returned to 
breakfaft ; difcharged our little account, and pro- 
ceeded on oiir journey. Now I do verily believe, 
they who went before us were not lefs peace- 
able ami quiet than ourfelves. Why then make an 
uproar^ and why charge the uproar thus^ made; on 
chara6lers the moft quiet and retired ? Had any 
one told us that Mr. James Haldane and I came 
with fuch a defign, we could fcarcp have believed 
our own ears: and yet it has been oftentimes 
known, when a peaceable quiet Pr^cher has been 
mobbed ibr preaching the Gofpel, his perfecu^tors 
have accufed him of raiiing the mob. Now 
kav.e fuch alone, a^d I verjly believe there will be 
: \ G ^^ 
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no mob. We had no mob to interrupt ud, and wd 
left the place as peaceable aa we ibund it. 

• It is true, indeed, that a few $kings fluttered 
about at the extremity of the evening congrega-* 
tion. A pleafent funny day produced thole butter-* 
files in human fhape^ who ai^>eared vaftly clever in 
their oWn conceits, and gave themfelves fuch aira 
as might be expedled from them, confequently, 
fchtirdy beneath our attention and regard. Not* 
withdanding, nothing ti&n equal the pitiable fitua^ 
tion of fuch hearers,, as the lightnefd and frivo^ 
lity of their minds prevent them from all poffi- 
bility of receiving good. While mere froth floats 
iipon the underftanding, it requires almoft mor6 
than a miracle of grace to perfuade fuch ** to watch 
unto prayer, and to give all diligence to make their 
calling and eleftion furc." 

St. Andrews, though once the metropofis of 
6c6t)and^ is much dcferted. Its three flreets, .pa<^ 
rallel with each other, appear mean and depopu^ 
lated. The ruins of the cathedral, upon a pro* 
loonftory hanging over the fea, leave but a very 
feint idea of the original magnificence of the ftruc* 
ture, but you are pleafed with its retired fituation. 
Though in a poor country, it is fkirted with a good 
tra6t of land^and ftandaou a clean rocky fhore. 

Til* 
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The principal church is rebuilding, with large 
galleries clofe to the Minifter's mouth. Ifbytblshe 
thinks he fpares his lungs, without the allifiance 
of much philofoph}'^ I pronounce he will find bim-^ 
ielf greatly miftaken. 

The Colleges of St. Andrews ilill continue to 
make it a place of fome little importance. Exter- 
nally the buildings do not claim any great ihare c^ 
our admiration. Of its internal contents^ as they 
refpeA the divinity line, 1 have not fufficient in- 
formation to enable me to lay, whether it moflly 
abounds with hdly devoted youths, much devoted 
to prayer with and for each other, longing over 
fouls in the bowels of Jefus Chrift, and waiting 
till they fhall be fent forth to preach the Gofpel ; 
or with others who were fent thither with no othjer 
defign than " to be made up for the trade.'' 

Thurfday, Auguft 23, Travelled through bad 
roads and a rainy day to Kirkaldy. Preached in 
the evening in the Burgher Meeting, from Joho 
i. 14. on the glories of Chrift as the only begotten 
of the Father. This day I finiftied the 54th year 
of my age. How far the greater portion of my 
life is now pafled by ! What caufe of repentance 
and humiliation that I have done fo little for Hini 
who has done fo much for me ! O for more zeal 
and devotednefs of Spirit, that tbe little remains 
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•f nlytimc niay be more fully dedicntocl to the 
glory of God ami the falvation of mankind ! 

. Friday, Augiift 24. Preached again at the 
Burgher Meeting, at eight o'clock in tf)c morning, 
from Rev. xxi. 3. on the latter day glory, ^>)yhen 
the Tabernacle of God fhall be with man/' O for 
ftronger expectations of better and brighter days, 
till that glorious day. (hall come! I truft this 
Vas a very comfortable meeting; but having 
been given to blunder all the days of my life, I 
"here trefpaflcd againft the order of public vrorlbip, 
'in omitting the fccond Pfalm ; -for which offence, 
I v^as ferioufly reprimanded by an^ aged gentlc- 
'many one of the ciders • of the cbifrch'. My. apo- 
logy was, that^we wte'fe to' paft the water, and had 
not time. No time, it was ur^ed, could be loft by 
fuch an excellctft part of divine fcrvice. I moft 
j-cadily admitted the excellency of the. work, tho' 
I was glad not to be called to decide on their m^ 
thod of performing it. . I thought, however, that 
two pfalms were, no more n^ceflary than two fer- 
mbns ; and that things of this fort were left opr 
lional, as time and opportunity, allowed. I foop 
found, that no. argument could fucceed with the 
good old gentleman-*^s nothiog is right but what is 
done according to pertain forms and orders already 
fidoptcd. They have not only Jhc Golpel amopg 

the 



( 46 ) 

the SeccdersMn this town^ but a pleafent, fvveet- 
Ipirited Gofpel Minifter in the church, who favour* 
cd us with a;ll poffible attention and love. 

. .eroflcd the water to Leith. The Firth in that 
part being eight miles, over, and the weather ex- 
ceedingly rough aqd tempeftuous, 1, became very 
iick. Was however fufRciently recovered to give 
aqother feraion by the eve, at Leith, in Mr. Shir- 
lieifTs park, to about two thoufand people, from* 
2 Cor. iy. 0. on thp glory of God manifefted in 
the perfon of Jefus Cbrjft, 

Saturday, Augufl: 25. Was engaged in the little 
way, though not the lefs profitable. Gave an ex- 
hortatipn to ^ fet pf decent, attentive, weeping 
children, at the Merchants' School, recommend-^ , 
jng to them a child-like fpirit, from Pfalm cxxxi. 
My heart w^s much affected in the wprk^ — I be* 
lieve it was a pleafant time to many. 

Aft Qrwards went to the Afylum for the blind. 
Spoke to them from Ifa, 1. 10. dire6ling " them, 
that walk in darknefs and that had np light, to 
truft in the Lord." 'This is a good and excellent 
inftitution, andiswellcondu6ted. 

Lord's Day, Auguft 26. Preached at feven 
t)'clpck in the Circus, (the place quite crowded) 
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fitwn Matt. V. 40. on the perfedlion of the Chriftian 
as ibanifeiled in the mind of Chriit At the fore 
nocMi fervice, ledured as ufual. Mr. Bennett froir 
England^ on bis way to Aberdeen^ gave us a warn 
and animated ieimon from that paflage^ ^^ with 
out holinefs no man (hall fee the Lord !*' and it 
the evening I preached on the Calton Hill to i 
congregation as large, if not larger, than hereto 
fore. Fifteen or twenty thoufand people aflembled 
My fubjeft was, Ife. xxxv. 2, 3. O that finner 
might but be engaged by fuch alluring promifes 
to know and to believe in that infinite good whicl 
is in God our Saviour I 

Monday, Auguft 27. Gave an exhortation t 
the children in the Orphan School. This plao 
was ere6led jprincipally by the zealous exertions o 
the late Mr. Whitfield, by colledions on his dif 
ferent vifits to Edinburgh. His picture Hand 
among others of the moil eminent bcnefa6lors t< 
that inftitution, and his memory will be ever dea 
to the deflitute of each riling generation ; whiL 
the building exhibits a fuflficient monumen 
to prove that, while he preached Jalvation h 
Chrift alotte, he never jpreached up faith withotf 

* While the Magi(hafes were very actively engaged In ench> 
jiog • place to accommodate Mr. Wbitfield and bis cbngrcfr' 

t 
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Tttefday, Auguft 28. The Lord, in loviog kin<j-< 
nefs^ was pleafed to lay his corredling band upon 
me. The coiifequence of thefe Iat6 exertions we(« 
fo feverely felt, that it was not in my power to pro- 
ceed to Muflelburgh, where I was appointed to 
peach. Mr. James Haldane^ therefore, kindly un* 
dertook that office in my behalf. 

Wedoefday, Auguft 29. Being announced to 
preach at Dalkeith, though under confiderdblc' 
Weaknefs, I was enabled to fulfil my engagement 
The Relief Chapel was well filled with about fif- 
teen hundi'ed people. Preached from Heb. ix« 
13, 14. on the glorious dodlrine of our reconcilia- 
tion and acceptance through the atonement of 
Chrift. 

Tfaurfday, Auguft 30. Took a little ride to the 
pleafure grounds of the Duke of Buccleugh, and 
through the demefne of Mr. Dundas. Lovers of 
rural beauty cannot but delight themfelves in thefe 
Icenes. Happy they among the great who have an 
evidence that better manfio^i^ are prepared for 

^on, the Prefljytery of Edinburgh was engaged in tbc holj/L tumk. 
of (hutting hio) out of the churches in their diflrit^, vaftly to 
the credit of their fpiritual authority, when contrailed with the 
xsuoUt kind and liberal conduct of the ciril power. 

them 
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thera, by thfemfclves being prepared for thdfe man- 
iions, by the fpirit of the Gdfpel on their hearts. 

Thurfday , Auguft 30. Preached at Muflelburgh 
in the eve, wh^re it was niy defign, if illnefs had 
not prevented^ to have preached on thp Tuefday. 
I endeavoured to prefs the neccflity of entire de- 
votednefsand dedication to God, from Rom. xii. l. 
,The place of worftiip, the Relief Church, as far 
as I can recolledl, was well filled with a decent 
and attentive congregation. 

■t'riday, Auguft 31. Preached my laft fermbrt 
tp the people at Leith, to a ftill larger congrega- 
tion than before. Though the evening was fome- 
lyhat unfavourable, it was Aippofed iiear thred 
thoufand people aflembled. Juft as we were cotl- 
cludingj the rain came in confiderable abundance. 
In every place but this, when the weatlier was un- 
fevourable, fome place of wor(hip was always kind- 
ly opened. Through the good providence of GtDd, 
in Licith it was not wanted. God blefs thofe Mini- 
Hers of the Gofpel with open hearts, who, though 
they (hut their doors againft their brethren in Chrrft^ 
Hill love them, pray for them, and wifli them fuc- 
gefs in the name of the Lord. I preached from 
the gonverfion of Paul and its confequent efFeds, 
manifefted in the fpirit of prayer — " Behold he 

prayeth.'* 

Saturday,- 
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Saturday, Sept. 1. Spent a part of this day 
"with Lady Maxwell. If all in h^ flation were 
equally devoted, we fliould have better days in the 
Church of Chrift. TheMinifters who dined on 
that occafion, were not invited to an idle, fump-. 
tuous feaft, but limited to that which creditable 
hofpitality crljoined ; and on this occafion, reading 
the word of God, mutual prayer, and fpiritual con- 
verfation, proved an excellent defert. Carnal vifit* 
ings among half-way profeflbrs of the Gofpel does 
infinite harm ; and, if I may ufe the expreflion, ex?^ 
tremely carnaUzes the Churph. This, in the pfefent 
day, is not needed. There is, however, no way 
to heaven but through " a ftrait gate," 

• Lord's t>ay, September 2. My laft Sabbath ia 
Edinburgh. The Circus could fcarcely contain 
the early or noon congregation. I conceived the 
moil ferious part of the hearers came together 
like thofe of old : '' Early, my God, will I feek 
thee." I therefore dealt with them from that fine 
prayer of the Apoflle Paul, Eph. iii.lS — Ip. 
Reader, mark that prayer ! Who can tell the worth 
of a Bible, if it wdre only for the fake of thofe four 
verfes ! Who can defcribe the bleflednefs of the 
man who feels and enjoys its facrcd contents ! At 
the fecond fervice I read 2 Cor. vi. and gave fbme 
ftridlures rcfpedling the vaft difference between 
the holy, devoted, fimple-hearted Miniflers, cre- 
H ^t.Qd 
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atod of&dd; arid the poor, thin fufeftitutis for the 
fame office, made up by the contrivance of man. 
I preached froni Gen. xlvJii. 22, 23, 24. on Jd^ 
fcph*8 bleffing. I thought the fqbjeft would welt 
foit the ledlure. It is time that ilmple-hearted 
Miniflers fhoiild beftir themfelves. Orice was I 
young, but now I begin to be old. I never had tod 
much of the feraph, but always too much of the 
foail ; having been (hot at by many an angry ar- 
cher, though I fell fo (hort, I was willing to encou- 
rage a young fociety to itinerated far and wide. 
May their zeal, guided by the Saviour's wifdom, 
furprifc the I^orth; that many a dry formalift may 
blufli for fhamc^ under the humilir.ting refledioni 
how little has been done by them, while fo much 
has been accoolplilhed by inftruments they fo 
completely defpife ! May thefe be blefled with the 
boldnefs of the lidil, themeeknefs of the lamb, the 
Wiidom of the ferpfent, th^ barmlefsncfs of the dove; 

On the evening of the day, I preached my laft ^ 
fcrmon, fave one, in this vicinity, on the Caltbrl 
Hill. Shame forbade me a thoufand times, td 
take a text once the language of Paul, A6ls xx. 24. 
1 believe, howeVer, that a fpark was felt of the 
fame flame which he enjoyed, therefore I ventured. 
Had I a thoufand lives, I truft they would be fpent 
in the Lord's blefled work. I dare not be fettdrei 
by human laws, while I am under z divine com- 

man4 
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mand to ^' preach the Gofpel to evety cireature,** 
find f' to fpend and be fpent for Jefus Chrift.** t 
have been fomewhat a fqfferer by fuch ^ conduit • 
but laws like thefe appear to me not better than" 
the ftatutes of Omri ; and I dare not repounce the . 
TubxA^sftandifig rule to all his Minifters, while un- 
(jcr the conjoined promife — ^^ 1 a^i wJA you always 
even to the end of the world/' 

On that occalion, I therefore mod readily re- 
figned my Gallon Hill preferment to any Gq^el Mi-^-, 
nifter who choie to accept it, together with all th)e 
reft of my airy pluralities in the North. When good 
men are fettered by human laws which are bad, I 
pray that they may be fct at liberty by a divine 
law ; this muft be good. If oiir good reformers 
had not tranfgr^flfed the eftablifhed parochial reli- 
gion of the ftatc, we had not been blefled with 
the Reforiiiati<^ ; and even the reformed may 
ag:aiii degenerate and become depraved, and need 
another reformation. Thd Lord loved Lazarus, 
' therefore he delivered him from the dead ;^ whenr 
quickened, ftill he was bound : the Lord further 
fays, " loofe him and let him go.'* From all hu- 
man tramniels, dear Lord releafe thy difciples, Jbof!^ 
them and let them go I 

The congregation, though the rain threatened, 
was aftonilhingly large ; fome have thought near 

H 2 €\^\SK^ 
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eighteen or twenty thoufand people were there. To 
be clear from the blood of fuch a multitude, and 
to declare to them the. whole counfel of God, what 
wifdom and grace does it require ! On this occa- 
fion a public colledlion was made for the Charity. 
Work-houfe, which was thankfully received by the 
Magiftrates of the city. 

Monday, September 3. In the morning gave an 
exhortation to the children of Lady Maxwell's 
School ; afterwards addrefled the poor unfortunate 
women that have fpught an afylum from a life of 
proftitution at the Philanthropic ; and preached ir^ 
the evenhig, for the laft time, at the Circus, to a 
very great multitude, from Jude xxiv. 25. O that 
God would realize the bleffings of th^t prayer to/ 
all who have given their kind afFedlionatc attend- 
ance from time to time ! May be enrich thcin 
with his grace, and lead them to his glory I 

Set off this day for England. Was favoured witl^ 
the company of Mr. Haldane. 

Tuefday, September 4. Reached Dunbar, ^nd 
preached in the Methodift Meeting-houfe in the 
evening. After fervice, was moft affedlionately in* 
vited to Mr. Cunningham's, near that place. Mrs. 
Cunningham came to meet us on that occafion, 
and took us home in her carriage. Mr. Cunning- 

hai 



hatn, though a gentleman of fortune, has dedicated 
himfelf to the work of the Miniftry, and for many 
years has laboured in connexion with the Anti- 
burghers. We found the order of the houfe to b^ 
hofpitality md friendfhip to the very utmoft, 

Wednefday, September 5. Deligned to have 
proceeded to Berwick ; but on bringing the horfe 
out of the ftable, he proved fo very lame that it was 
quite impoffible to continue the journey with him. 
I was obliged, therefore, to fend notice by poft, 
and by other meflengerj;, to poftpone the announces 
x>f my preaching ; and this afterwards I found was 
attended with many inconveniences. Minifters 
Ihould be remarkably pun<ftual to their engage- 
ments. I was, however, very unwilling to leave the 
horfe behind which had conveyed me with fo much 
pundluality for fo long a journey ; but after waiting 
two days longer at the hofpitable abode of Mr. 
Cunningham, we proceeded on our journey by poft 
horfes ; my fervant giving me fome hopes that the 
horfe being led, might follow us by gentle ftages. 
After therefore preaching a fecond time at Dun- 
bar, on the Thurfday, from John xv. 8, we next 
morning proceeded fouthward. 

Friday, September 7- Reached Berwick ; and 
Preached in the eve to a very large congregation, 

from 
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from 1 Con ii. 12. The people of this town are of 
a very liberal and afFe6lionate difpofitioR ; perhaps^ 
their fituat^on being between England and Scot* 
land, is congenial to fucb a fpirit. The more we 
fee how the Lord has his people among all partie8|| 
the more we fliall be conftrained to give them the 
right hand of fellqwfbip. 

Saturday, September 8. Preached at noon in, 
Alnwick, frpm 2 Cor. i. 6. to a full congregation. 
It is lamentable tpt think bow few Gofpel Miniften; 
are in the Eftablifhed Cburphes in thefe parts. One 
amiable adfoit youth I met with, however, who was 
calledto the knowledge of the truth, by Mr.Milner, 
of Hull, zealous, affcdlionate, and much devoted 
to God. May he be long upheld as a burning and 
fhining light in a dark benighted country ! 

Travelled from Alnwick^ to Newcaftle ; arrived 
late in the evening. . 

Lord's day, Auguft 9. Preached in the morning 
at the Baptift Meeting-houfe at Newcaftle, from 
Rom. viii. 32. God fpared not his Son, that, he 
might in a way of juftice and mercy fave the fifi- 
ner. O the heights and depths of redeeming love ! 
As many could not get into the place in thie morn- 
ing, I was advifcd to preach out of doors in the 

afternoon. 
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afternoon. A convenient place was provided, a ihul- 
titude of the people feated themfelves on the rui- 
nous walls of. the town. O for the day when the 
walls of each fenced city (hall be laid in ruinous 
heaps ! The day is to come when they (hall not hurt 
or deftrby in God's holy mount. I preached on 
the ncceffity of repentance and turning to God, 
from Ads i. 26. I fuppofe about three thoufand 
attended. 

The evening congregation was confiderably en- 
larged. I preached 16 thtrti on that moft engaging 
fubjedl, the prodigal Son ; and I (hould humbly 
nope, from the face of the congregation, that fome 
iinful prodigals might have tailed that the Lord 
Was gracious. Since then I have heard a divine 
influence on many was vouchfafed 

]^ionday^ September lOw According to invitation, 
j>reached in the Methodift Chapel, from the love- 
ly metaphor of the vine and its branches. John 
XV. 1. that the people to whom I preached may 
be cbnvinced, in the fuUeft fenfe of the word, that 
without Chrift we can do nothings and that all 
our frefti fprings are in him ! I mention with .re- 
fpedt, the truly hofpitable and aff'edlionate recep- 
tion we met with from Mr.^Fi(hwick of this place. 
He is a lover of good men, and given to hofpitality. 

On 
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Oh the evening of this day preached at Dun 
ham, from Job ii. 5 — (hewing the utter impoffi- 
bility that man can be juftified bcforef a pure and 
holy God, but in the perfon and righteoufnefs of 
God our Saviour* 

Tuefday, Septernber i J . JPreadhed again at iDui*- 
ham, from Matt. xv. 28— encouraging the faith of 
the children of God, from the hiftory of the \Vd- 
man of Canaan. Took a view of the city and the 
cathedral. The fituation of the town is good,efpe- 
cially of the Cathedral, being upon a promontory 
of a peninfula formed by the river. I w^as dif- 
appointed, however, in viewing the infide of this 
^church : it has nothing to boaft of as a building. 

On the fame evening We reached Darlington, 
and were aftedionately received by Mr. Robinfon 
of that place. Here I preached from Gal. vi. 14. 
The greateft proof of our ignorance refpedlitig 
ourfelves, is, when we can find any caufe of glory 
but in the Gofpcl of Chrift. 

Wednefday, September 12. Gave a morning ex- 
hortation at Darlington; dropt a few words on the 
great facrifice and work of Chrift, at noon, at 
Northalerton ; and reached Rippon in the evening. 
Had proper information been fent^ I need not have 

fpent 
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^yent tbis evening in filence ; but we came too late 
to procure a congregation in a town where, I fear, 
the Gofpel is but little known and much wanted. 

Thurfday, St^teiBber 13* Reached jLeedg* 
We were received ^ith all pofiible afieiSion by 
Mrs. Ivifon, at the hofpitable abode of my old re-^ 
rpe<9Bble friend Mr. Iviibn^ tliough I wa« grieved 
iK>t to find my very affe<5ionate boft at hofne* 
Having been refufed ordination, many years ago, by 
the Archbiftiop of York, I efteemed it my duty to 
go rfxKit preaching every where, that meo Oiould 
repent: and I believe the meffage, though attended 
with abundance of weaknefs, was ftill blefled to 
the iklvation of many. I then concluded it was 
never the defign of Providence that I fliould be 
permitted to preach the wiord of life within the 
walls of the Eftabliflj^ed Church; though what I 
never exp«5led, I afterw^ds received. 

This evening I preached in Mr. Paffon«*s Meet^ 
ing, ifrom 1 Pet. i. 22. on the fandifykig efie<5l^ 
produced by believing in the Gofpel. Tbecongre* 
gation was but fmall, for want of proper notice* 
On the next evening we had a much larger af- 
iembly. My fub)e£l was 1 Pet. iL g. on the great 
digxiity and chamber belonging to the children of 

I God. 
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God. How would Chriftians fhine were all of 
them as the word of God defcribes them ! 

Saturday, September 15. Preached a morning 
ledlare at the White Chapel at Leeds, fpiritualiz- 
ing the vifit of the Queen of Sheba, to Solomon at 
Jerufelem, from 2 Chron. ix. 18. My vifit to this 
'town created matter of thankfulnefs before God ; 
it reminded me of former days, and flill I am fup- 
ported and upheld. May his promife ftill be veri- 
fied, I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. Af- 
ter fermon we continued our journey to Rother- 
ham. 

• Lord's Day, September l6. Having reached this 
place yefterday eve, preached at Dr. Williams's 
Meeting in the morning, at the peculiar requeft of 
this worthy and rcfpedtable Minifler. That I might 
give my fentiments of a truly fpiritual Gofpel mi- 
niftry, among the young men who are under his 
tuition for that purpofe. None but a barbarian 
can deny the utility and blefling of a good educa- 
tion. I wifli, however, it were in all places as it h 
' at this Academy, where none are admitted but 
fuch'as are fuppofedto be truly gracious, and liave 
given fbme previous evidence -that they love the 
work. Here they lofe no time, being fent about 
. ^ to 
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to preach in the neightourhood, while they are 
gaining the advantages of edacation. 

After the mprning fervice, went to fupply the 
place of Mr. Booden/who was gone to fucceed me 
at Edinbut'gh. The Meeting-Houfe could not' 
contain all who wifhed to hear, while I endeavour- 
ed to hold forth to them the word of life, from Phil, 
ii. 16. In the evening, I was therefore obliged to 
ftand out of doors. A very retired convenient fquare 
was fixed upon near the Meeting. The multitude 
who attended was fuppofed by fome to be not lefi 
than ten thoufand people. I endeavoured to im- 
prefs them with the neceffity of converfion and re- 
pentance unto life, from A<5ls iii. 19. When the 
fermon at firft began, the bells of a neighbouring 
church gave us fome little difturbance,' but fucli 
was the kindnefs of the people, as foon as in- 
formation was fent, the bells were filenced. 

A more ferious difturbance threatened to have 
taken place juft as we were concluding the fervice, 
A perfon with a drawn fword attempted to make his 
way through the congregation to the place where I 
flood ; while he brandifted his fword with great 
vehemence, and ftruggled hard to reach me, the 
people arrefted him, threw him down and difarmcd 

I 2 him. 
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him.' Through the kind providcBoe of God no 
one was in the leaft hurt, nor was the tranquillity 
of our meeting fo much difturbed as might have 
been expc6lcd from fuch an extraordinary event. 
Upon the feizure of this unhappy man be appear- 
ed to be entirely iniane ; and I dare lay tbe good 
fenfe of the town's people will take care to deprive 
him of the power of making luch attempts in fu- 
tm-c. 

Monday, September 17. Left Shefiield with re- 
gret, fceUng how much inferior my ferviccs were 
to tbe aiFe<9;ion and attention of the people of that 
town. A* fpirit of hearing is among them, and I 
truft the bleffing of God will be with them- 

Reached Derby, and preached in the evening in 
the Independent meeting. Many years ago, I 
fpent three Sabbaths in this town. They \?anted 
then the fpirit of harmony and love, and where 
that is wanting religion cannot profper. Though I 
doiibt pot but tb^rc are ibme good people in that 
congregation, yet I fear Ibut little of the life and 
power of religion is felt amopg th^m^. I preached 
from Heb. ix. 11, 12. upon the priefthood and 
atonement of Cbrift : and urged, in tbe applica- 
tion, the exceeding iinfulncfe of jftupidity and rn- 

difference 
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JifFercncc under fuch rich difplay$ of the mercies 
3f our God in Chrift on our behalf. O Lord> 
quicken them according to thy word ! 

Tuefday, September 18. Defigned to haVe (hewn 
my refped to that faithful, diligent fervant of God, 
Mr. Border, in preaching at Coventry ; but whea 
lire arrived we found that be was fromi home, and 
that my letter had not been received. There beitig 
therefore no notice of a fermon given, and no time 
to procure a congregation, we fpent our evening 
in retirement at the inn. 

Wedncftlay, September 10. Proceeded to War- 
wick. Pt*eached for Mr. Moody. If all people 
a^ed with the fame prudence, devotedncfs, and 
ze^l, that appears throughout the condudl of this 
worthy Minifter, the fame effects might be pro- 
duced with-them as have been in this place. By 
patient continuance in well doing, he has ib far 
put to filence the ignorance of foolifh men, that 
the prejudices of many of the people of the town 
liave at length been confiderably fubdoed; by 
this means his congregation has been enlarged, 
and consequently be has been obliged to enlarge 
iis place of worftiip. My fubje<ft was Heb. k 
3^. on the diyinity aiid atojjeipent of our Lord* 
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Coofidering the fhortnefi of the notice, a very- 
good and refpedlable congregation attended. 

Thurfday, Septem];)er 20. Our next ftage was to 
Evelham. Here again, as at Coventry, Mr. Day, the 
Curate of Bengeworth, (a part of Evefham) being 
from home, proper notice had not been received. 
However, my good old friend, Mr. Beale, their 
late Minifter, would not let me pafs • through the 
town without calling a congregation together. 
Notice was therefore fent round the town, and the 
bells were rung, announcing a public fervice. I 
read prayers, and afterwards preached from John 
xyi. 14. How pleafant, when Minifters in their 
mutual vifits can thus aflTft with their mutual la-' 
hours ; and what a ftriking appearance would be 
exhibited to the nation at large, if all parifh Mini- 
ilers thus gave the right hand of fellowfliip to each 
other, by making ufe of their churches in this free 
and open manner for the public good ! 

Though no new thing is brought to people's 
ears by fuch vifits, yet, as every man has his pecu- 
liar gift> fuch exchange of labours has a wonderful 
tendericy to aroufe the fpirits of the people, and to 
promote a life of fpirituality and brotherly love 
9mong the Minifters thenifelves. And were Mi- 

niftci 
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hifters thus to vifit each other for fuch valuable 
purpofes, hy being inftant out of fen/on * as well as 
infeafon^ inftead of caroufing together like the meti 
of the world. Without theJeaft refpedl to their own 
charadlers or the fouls- of their pariihioners, the 
complaint of the increSfe of other places of wor- 
Ih^) would foon be confiderably diminifhed ; while 
many who built and fupported them woiild be glad 
to return to the places they have relinquiflied, 
from no other reafon than becaufe, as they 
conceive, they cannot hear the truth of the Gof*^ 
pel, according to the dodlrines of the Reformation ; 
and from luch Miniffers whofe lip« and lives pro- 
perly xorrefpond. > 

Mr. Beale is: in "an infirm ftate. of health, ani 
becaufe he could not do the duties of his charge, 
rcfigned the living. I mention this as fuch a nice 
tethodi/lical fcrupulofity of condudl,* as is not 
?ery common in the prefent day; — ^and indeed, irf 
every inftance, it may not be neccflary; while fucb 
difintereftednefs is a fiifficient reproof to thofe who' 



* A' poor, cold, frozcn-Kearted Minifier in Scodand, fuppofed 
hchad'fufficient authority from Scripture to confute thefe out-' 
of-fikfoii opportunities, by quoting the Fourth Commandment^ 
l^ite days flialt thou labour." 
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gmff at every things am^fs thi^ir tboujGifidSy iac 
live like (irones ooly to coafume. 

FrfdajT) September 21. We travelled the neil 
^y to Painfwick, in GlouoeAerlhtre. Freachec 
for my good old apoftdic brother, Mr. Winter 
A better, a purer man lives not to adorn th( 
Cburch of Chrtft. If, by his perfonal labours, be 
has been lefs iuGceTflful than others, yet he hai 
been equalled by none in educating others for thi 
miniiby of thb word. 

Satuniay, Septenabcrl22. Readied Wotton Un-> 
deredge, with my very kind companion in. travel, 
All well, and in comfortable circumftances. In- 
dulgent God, thy name be praifed ! 

: Thus I have now finiibed a nine week^s Oafyel 
tour of full laoo miles; have preadied in inucii 
Yreaknefs to many thoufands; and have been mora 
m lefs engaged on different calls near etgfaty timci^ 
with no other calamity than a little indiipafitioti 
for a few days ; and the temporary lamenefs of the 
fame horfe which conveyed me through all my jour- 
ney, excepting the ftort refpite he required till he 
could ov^akc me on the road. Without, alfo^ 
the Icaft perfonal infult frond ai^ quarter, excqat* 
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5ng a fmall fliare of a diftant hifsof falfe afpei^-fion, 
and, I truft, unjuft refledlion. For them, I only 
quote that fine expreffion in our Church Liturgy^ 
*^ Pardon o\ir perfceatofs and flai^derers, and turn 
their Ircarts/* 

Thus again, am I reftored to the fpot 1 iove ' 
as a place of temporary retirement ; a place well 
'fituatcd as a fpherc of ufefaln^fs, and dear to me, 
as it was one of the firft fruits of my youthful 
miniftry. I bJefs God, many fouls were then 
called and faved by grace, and many of them I 
truft are gone tp >glory. The cQngregation is as 
large as in the bed of our days ; notwith (landing, 
I fear, but little real work has of late been <}one. 
From whence, my God, is this fufpenfion ! Is the 
fault in me, or is it in them ? Or is it that I am to 
be called elfewhere, by being driy en to give a lefs 
portion of my time to a people who '^ by feeing 
they fee and do not perceive, and by hearing they 
Jicfir and dp not pndcrlland ?'^ . 
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JAMES HALDANE, ESQ. 

My DEAR SIR, 

' Or rather^ my much refpe3ed Brother and Pellow- 
Labourer in the Go/pel of God our Saviour. 

DIRECTED by my high eftcem of your 
Brother, 1 ventured oh the publitation 
of my Journal; from my refpeft to your inini- 
fterial labours, I am now happy to addrefs thefc 
remarks on my vifit to Scotland, to your more 
immediate attention. I am now an old Jiager 
in the itinerant work, and 1 blefs God for the 
line in which I have been called; being affured 
I have followed the will of God therein, as I. 
am fatisfied the falvation of -many fouls has 
been promoted thereby. 

In preaching through England, Scotland, 

Ireland, and Wales, I always conceived / 

^fluck clojh to my parijh. We are to " preach the 

Gofpcl to every creature, evert to the end of 

' . the 
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the world.'^ Go on, my dear Sir, be the niaul 
of bigotry, and of every fedarian fpirit among 
all denominations ; declare vengeance againft 
the unfcripinral innovations of narrow-mind- 
ed bigots, w ho, finding the word of God un- 
compUant to defigns like theirs, have com- 
bined together to fupport their dogmas, ac- 
cording to certain rules of their own creating ; 
and all thefe, as contrary to the facred dcfigns 
of God, that all Chriftians Ihould be brethren, 
and love as fuch ; as the deiigns of Chrifti- 
anity can be to thofe of Mahomet, the Pope, 
or the DeviL 

In the name of Qod, my beloved Brother^ 
with the fword of the Spirit in your hand, and 
the life of God in your heaft, purine thofe hide- 
ous monfters even unto death.— -But you have 
given fufficient evidence how much you rc- 
fpcft the Chriftian, wherefoever you find him, 
and however disfigured;, not only by the wart, 
but even the wen of bigotry. 

I will not fay that to a fraction, all my obfcr- 
vationson this fubjcd: may cori;c(ftIy comport 
with yours ; tho' I flatter myfclf you and I arc 

pretty 



( 69 ) 

pittty near the mark, if wc difFcr; I am 
fure we cannot difagree. Our hearts, 1 am per-* 
fuaded, are congenial, though our original 
calling was completely different. 

You was educated for the maritime life, 
and from a Situation creditable and hicrative. 
Commenced a peddling preacheVy crying your 
v.arcs from town to town, at •a low rate in- 
deed, ^* without money and without price ;** 
and fcattcring religious trails as you travel from 
place to place — while it was my lot to be bred 
to the trade, and to ferve a regular apprentice- 
ihip for the purpofc ; but being fpoilt in the 
manufaduring, I never received but forty fhil- 
lings, a ftory too trivial to relate, by my oc- 
cupation as a churchman. Affluence is a 
fnare; a decent independent competency is a 
bleffing — a bleffing indeed, if thereby we can 
preach Jefus freely, and prove to the poor of 
the flock, that we can facrifice our own pro- 
fit, if we can be profitable to them. Let it 
then be our glory to fuffer fliame and con- 
tempt for the fake of him who *' hid not his 
face from fliame and fpitting" for our Redemp- 
tion : " Holding forth the word of life .amidft 

the 
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the dead in the trefpalTcs and. fins," meekly 
contented to fuffer eveh '' the lofs of all 
things ;" Ihould we meet with fuch a day of 
tribulation, provided we are but enabled "to 
win Chrift," and arc bleffed " with fouls for 
our hire/* 

With much fincerity of afFeftion, I am, and 
tver hope to remain, your afFeftiotiate Bro- 
ther arid fellow labourer in the Gofpel of our 
Salvation, 

ROWLAND HlLIv. 



iDBSERVATIONS AND REMARKS. 
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AVING thus concluded my Journal, I enter 
upon my prpmifed Remarks. 



The government of the Church of Scotland is 
known to be Prefbyterian : and perhaps no people 
have fo ftri<Stly adhered to that mode of difcipline 
as the Scots. Whatever other differences may have 
fubfifted among them, in this they never dif^red* 
No diflentients from the »Eftabli(hed Church were 
ever diflentients from a Prelbyterian government. 

A ftiort review of their Ecclefiaftical Hiftory will 
^urnifti fufficient evidence of this. 

When the bleffing of the Reformatiofi was firft 
introduced aniong therii, and other Northern nar 
tions, James,V. their King, rigidly fppported Papal 
fuperiiitlon. After his death, -Mary of Guifo was 
for Ibme time regent during the minority of her 
daughter^ Mary Queen of Scots. The mother 

and 
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and daughter were equally attached to the religion 
of Rti^Dc. Notwithftanding the Proteftant iiltereft 
prevailed, though many were perfecuted even un-t 
to death. But Mary Queen of Scots, being driven 
from her throne, her fon James VI. afterwards 
James I. with us, began his reign, if it can be fo 
called, an infant of two years old. The ruling 
powers during his minority became Pi'oteftant : 
and from the* cruelties before excrcifed by their 
Papal tafk-mafters, treated every thing that looked 
like Popery with the utnioft dclcftation and abhor- 
rence. Not only the religion of Rome, but the 
buildings erected by the people of that fuperfti- 
tion, felt the iron hand of their indignation ; and 
many of them foon became ruins. It was now 
that Prefbyterianifm was eftablifhed, and fhe pro- 
cured at the fame time not a little of the civil 
power to be interwoven with her religious economy. 
But as James grew up into life, he began to find 
out that the Reformers had taken from him much 
more than he w^as willing to part with ; and be- 
ing next in fucceflion to the Englifti throne, he 
began to caft hjs eye on the fplendor of Englifh 
Epifcopacy ; and foon gave it the preference to the 
plainnefs and fimplieity of Scots Preibyterianifm,^ 
Hence came a common. cxprefli on of his, ^^ Pref- 
^ bytcrianifm is not a religion fit for a gentlcmaft : •" 

and 



( 73 ) 

and while he at the fame time adopted another falfe 
and mifchievous niaxim, ^NoBi(hop,no King,'* 
Now as the Scots hated the name of a bilhop 
quite as much as the King loved it, the feeds of 
perfecution were naturally fpwn between him and 
his Scottilh fubje<5ls. 

But while the drift of his political, ientiritients 
naturally led him to the eftablifhment of Prelacy ; 
though he had obtained laws in its favour, he 
was not the man> being weak and irrefolute, w|io 
who could fully accomplifli the work. 

* Though this abfurd and unjud inflnuation, has been ^t all 
times, moft thoroughly confuted by the Scots, who have ever 
proved themfelves moft zealoufly attached to the perfon of a 
King over the Britifli conftitution, yet there is nothing fo com- 
mon among wicked and artful men in the prefent day, as to re- 
prefent all Diflenters indifcriminately as republicans, and mere- 
ly becaufc they are Diflenters, Whatever mad hot-headed people 
tfiay be found among them, as among others, it is the higheft aA 
of cruelty to bring this charge againftthe body at large, and cfpe- 
cially a body of men who were the firmeft friends to our kingjy 
government as eftablifhed at the Revolution, and the warmeft 
fupporters of the prefent family on the throne. 

See a pamphlet lately wxi^en in a truly meek and Chriftian 
fpirit by the Rev. Mr; 'Kingfbury, of Southampton, entitled 
* An Apology fm: Fillage Preachers ^^ -kn vindication of the DiflcntJ 
ers, againft fome late inve^lives calculated only to ftir up the 
fpirit of perfecution in our land. 

L' ■ This 
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1f*his urthftppy bufincft was left -for his ^ 
Charles, a man 6f firmer fnind and fupcrior abili-* 
ties. It was in his reign tliat the laws in favour of ' 
fipifcopacy were to be cnfofced againft the jiidg- 
Ttibtit and confciences of the people : this threw 
the whole kingdom into confirfion, and a civil war 
commenced. The liturgfy ferit down by Archbi- 
fhop Laud was attempted to be enforced in vain ; 
and Sharp, Archbifhop of St. Andrews, ultimately 
k)l ft facrifice to the attempt. National covenants 
^vercuniverfally adopted, artd theBifhops thcmfelves 
tirerc excommunicated by the General Aflembly. 

The Quarrel between tl^ King and Parliament 
in England juft then breaking out into open re- 
bellion, not only liberated the Scots from all fur- 
ther fears concerning the introduftion of Epifco- 
pacy, but gate them an opportunity to return the 
viiit, with their form of church government, into 
England. The Parliament being juft then bard 
prcfl^d by the fx>yalifts, needed the affiftance of the 
fifter ki^dom. And now w^^s the time for the 
Scots, by the fame civil fword, to eflablifh their 
Prefbyterianifm on the ruins of our Epifcopacy s 
the Solemn League and Covenant, nearly fimilar 
t<> Other national covenants, was fworn to and 
adopted by public authority. There was now ta 
be but one rcKgion in both nations ; allowing as- 
little 
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little toleration -to. otl^ers, as they had before r^ 
ccivcd from their perfecuting opponents. 

Thus upon the demolition of the Englilh Pro; 
]acy, Prefbyterianifm univerfally prevailed and iat 
^s a Queen, treating every deviation from her na- 
tional ftandard with all the feverjty.tbat law ,coul4 
enforce.* 

The (hort-lived reign of Preibyterianifm, w^ 
however foon demoliihed by the reftpration of th^ 
fecond Charles. Though he had fworn' to their 
Covenant^ and had fiibmitted to attend their pub- 
lic fervices, which werp gnly calculated to dilgufl: 
a mind like his, fo diflipated and profane, yet as 
foon as he was feqite^ on the Engliih throne, Pref- 
byterianifm again fufFered the vengeance of perf^ 
fecution. Patronage,-^' the abhorred evil qf the 
3cotti(h Churcli, was again reftofed. Much cruel- 

* Even tbe Pu^c of Hamilton, with other?, refufing fo fign the 
Covenant, it was decreed that their lands fliould be feized, their 
•pei-fons apprehended, with liberty fO kiH ftjch as made reiifll* 
ance. Rapin, vol. xii. p. 134. 

t The private patronage of the livings in Scotland is almofl: 
univcrfal, aiid from a variety of circumftances, the patronage of 
the Crown is by far the moft extended ; I believe fully one- third 
^ftbf whole, 
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iy and oppreflion followed to enforce it, while in 
England fines and imprifonments were tbe por- 
tion of all who did not worfhip according to the 
ritual of that £flabli(hed Church. 

Thus E^ifcopacy and Prefbyterianifm, having 
each' of them altemattly borrowed the power of 
the civil fword, ftrove to fight it out ; while real 
chriftianity was bleeding under the wretched dif« 
pute : and thus the controverfy more or lefs con- 
tinued, till the reftoration of our privilege$, both 
civil and religious, on the mod happy event of our 
glorious Revolution. Then the rod of perfecution 
was broken afunder, and our Northern brethren 
were left to chufe for themfelves, without being 
perfecuted by the ftate ; and fo far as their Efta- 
blifhed Church may have in it too much of the 
polity of the world, through their own contrivance, 
fo as to be difpleafing to many, yet, blefled be 
God, the diffentients may withdraw, and ftill en- 
joy the protedlion granted by the mild and mer* 
ciful laws of our moll excellent Conftitution. 

But having already hinted how clofely the 
Scots hiive adhered to their Prefbytcrian form of 
government, it may be ncceilary to give my Eng* 
lifh readers the outlines of that economy, as far at 
J am competent to the taik. 

In 
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" ' In Scotland there are sgo pariflies. Thcfe pa- 
riftics are divided into diftrids or bounds^ and each 
has its Elder ; and over thcfe the Minifter prefides 
as moderator, but without a negative. Thefe^are 
dire6led to meet once a week, to conlider the af- 
fairs of the parifh. This is their loweft church 
pourt. Appeals lie from hence to the next court 
above this, which is the Prefbytcry, of which there 
are 69, each confifting of different contiguous 
parifhes. Each parifh Minifter, with one Elder 
out of each Kirk Seffion, compofe a Prefbytery. 
Thefe meet, in fome central ftation, and chufe a 
moderator. Above this is the third Church Court, 
the Provincial Synod. Thefe receive appeals from 
the Prefbyteries, andean controul their a6ls : their 
body confiftsof the feveral Prefbyteries of the Pro- 
vince, and meet tw^ice a year in fome central place. 
Still we have another ftep to climb before we reach 
the fummit of power belonging to the Eftabliftied 
Church of Scotland, and this court is called the 
Otneral AJfembly^ intended, no doubt, to colledl the 
cream of the whole. '!J.'his Court conlifts of Commif- 
fionersfrom the Prefbyteries, Royal Burghs andUni- 
verfities. The Prefbyteries fend Reprefentatives, 
Minifters and Ruling Elders, accordfing to their 
number. Each Royal Burgh fends one Ruling 
Eldef, Edinburgh fends two, and every Univerfity 
*has its reprcfenting Commiliioner, and all theft 

fubfcribe 



( 78 ) 

fubfcribe the Confcflion of Faith as though they bct 
believed it*; and over thefc prefidcs a Royal Com-r 

miffioner, 

* As a full proof how far believing and fubfcribing may diffier 
in the minds of people in this day of wonderful liberality, I prQ- 
fcnt the reader with the following extract from the Scots En- 
cyclopaedia. No doubt they who conceive common honefty 
fliould dircft hand and heart, will at the fame time cry out, Why 
did notthefe gentlemen fpeak for themfclvcs? It (hall be left 
however with the General Aflcmbly and the writers of the Enr 
cyclopaedia, to fettle it among them^ves whether the charge 
bejufl, and how far confcience before God can f^pport them in 
this method of fubfcribing. 

'"It may be ncccflary in an eflablifhmcnt, as a teft of loyalty 
to the Prince, and of attachment to the Conftitution, civil and 
ccclefiaftical, but it cannot produce uniformity of opinion. As 
all language is more or \e& ambiguous, it becomes difficult, i£ 
not impoffible, to determine in what fenie the words of long efla- 
blillicd creeds are -to be interpreted, and we believe that the 
Clergy of the Churches of England and Scotland fcldom confider 
themfelvcs as fettered by the Thirty-nine Articles, or the Con- 
feffion of Faith, when compofing inf^ru6lions either for their 
refpedive parilhes or for the public at large. " 

Eucyckfiedia Britatmica* , 

The words of the oath arc thefe: 

>* I ^ojinierely own and believe the whole do^rine contained 
in the Confeffion of Faith, approven by, &c. frequently confirm- 
ed by divers Adls of Parliament (an excellent way of confirming 
truth) to be the truths of God; and I do own the fame to be 
the Confeffion of my Faitk; ^Ifo the woi-fhip, &c. and the Prcf- 
byterian g6vernment a«d difcipline ; which doftrine, worftiip, 
and Church government, I am perfuaded, are founded on the 

word 
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rniflioner, claiming a right to convetie and dil*- 
folve the Aflembly, which right is at the fame tinte 
claimed by the Aflembly itfclf by the voice of their 
moderator ; fo that this Aflembly, to fave the cre^ 
dit of both claimants has a double diflblution ; and 
by all accounts, no matter if its diflblution was 
eternal, for fuch a motley mixture of Reprefenta- 
tives of Minifters and Elders, many of whom arc 
lawyers and ^ven officers of the crown, from 
Prefbyteries, Royal Burghs, and Univerfities, 
prove, it feems, a flrange group when colledled to* 
gether as a body. I fpeak not of individuals. I do 
not hear that there is any charge againfl: them, that 
they are " righteous over-much ;" nor are they, it is 
to be feared, very near a- kin to the " General Af- 
fembly and Church of the firft born :" I fhould fup- 
pofe that as their method of managing the Church 

word of God, and agreeable thereto ; and I promife, through 
the Grace of God, I (hall firmly and conftantjy Adhere ta the 
fame, and to the utmoft of my power, (liail, in mjr flation, af- 
fcrt, maintain, iand defend the fame do<ftrine, worfliiip, difcipline 
and government of this Church, by Kirk Seffions, Prelbyteries, 
Synods, and General Affemblies; and that I fiiall, in my prac- 
tice, conform myfclf to faiti worfliip, and fubmit to faid difci- 
pWut and government ; and never, dir^i^jy nor Indiretflly, en- 
ilcavour the prcjqdice and fubvei*fion of the fame. And I pro- 
mife that I ftiall foUow no divifive courfes from the prefent 
cftablifliment of this Church, renouncing all dodrines, tenets, 
and opinions whatfoever, qontrary to, or inconfiftciit wjth, faid 
doctrine, difcipline, worfliipor government of this Cliurch.** 

of 
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ofChrift would be much like theinfelves, the Sccc* 
ders may have fufficicnt grounds to prbvide a bet* 
ter and a purer government among themfelves* 
Now to take a caildid and general view of thjs mode 
of Church difcipline, I am not furprized, allowing 
fomething fof education, that every clafs of Scce* 
ders (hould have dill adhered to her ^^«^r^/ rules* 
For, admitting in the firft place, thejuft requifi- 
tion of the choice of Miniflers to reft with the 
people, it is but confiftent that the further ma- 
nagement fliould in ji meafure reft with pthers. 
If it be with the people to appoint, and to accufe 
in cafe of mifcondu6l; it is but reafonable that 
others ihould determine the juftice of that accu* 
fation. If the' total controul refts with thofe that 
appoirtted him to the office, the rule iS perfectly 
rcverfed. " Obey them that have the rule* over 

♦ Some have fuppofed the word UytofMzt would have been bet** 
ter tranflated by the foftcr term to lead or guide, than to rufe. 
The fofter the better, as tyranny is no more proper in the Miniftct 
over the people, than it is fn the people over the Minifter. Biit 
I judge we have here a di{lin6i:ion without a difference. When 
a man leads and guides, I think he may be faid to rule ; though I 
confefs the word r«/p, and cfpecially when attended with that of 
fubmit^ is as griping to the confe^uential old ladies in a ftri6tl]f 
independent church, as is the word tiey in the marriage fervice 
of our£ngh*(h liturgy, to many a female when under the nece& 
lity of promifing, for once, what (he never means afterwanb ta . 
pcrforo^. 
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VotJ, andsuBteityourfelves, fpr t^ey, watch for your 
&uls, as ihpy Umt mull give acck^Qt^ that they, may 
4o it with joy; ftiidinQt witli gri^, % that is unproi 
filabld unto you/' Heb* xiii. 17. For fuppofing .the 
contrcnd to he with tbc'pcdplejiijt jfl /Ai^f: that ar^ tp 
have /A^ rw/^ over hm^ ahtl be i?iwft: hf\,(uimpmJheA 
fy them. Hfc'18 jicl th^ Sheph«r4; • i>or ' F^ftp^ to 
watch ovfcr; nor JEl^r tp: wltj; PV^^r them, ik:^! 
Bifliop to ovehfed :thw>ji h^-jfenow^^r nothing, pf 
Authority but by their permtffion^ and is peffeiJUy . 
the creature of their caprice and controul. All dif- 
^utea, thereft>re, under fuch a frame of goverpm^nt, 
muft terminate in divifipna. Npw in ^Jifiif. in-r 
dependent government, in a variety of Jnftan^^fi^i 
this fadl is principally proved, becaufe arbitratipn 
is wanting, and the PrefbytCri^n government 
wifely provides for:this arbitration. 

Again, conne<^qd governments are certainly ta 
be preferred to thofe which are feparated from each 
other. Interefts, when united^ colle6l the ftrongth 
of the whole intpone point; and brotl^erly ^ove is 
promoted and enlarged thereby. It is bed whent 
we can fay, *^ We being mapy are ope bpdy in Cb rift, 
and every one mpmbers one of anptber./* Rom.xii.5.. 
And again, "For we being many are one bread 
and one body^ for we are all partakers of that one 
bread." I have therefore not a ihadow of dpubt, that 
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the primitive Chriftians were ^ all otle in Chrift j* 
that there was dq idea of a Cbrifiian's l)ot being « 
communicant in every church, if but a Chriftian; 
and that confequently no congregation of Cfarif* 
tians have a right to exclude a believer fix>m their 
communion^ provided his faith and practice be 
confiftent with the Gofpel. And yet what wretched 
Splitting and dividing, from the fe6tarian fancies of 
human c^price^ have been exhibited before the 
world! 

From thefe conlideratioils we take dur view of 
the different diflenters from the Scottifh Eftablifh- 
ment> which I conceive to arife more from the 
fomj of government being blended with the liate^ 
than from the defe<fts of the form of government 
itfelf. And yet, ftrange to tell ! every diflentient 
went off, bitterly complaining that he could not 
take with him the fame civil coercive power,, 
which he wanted as a remedy to make others 
righteous in their own way as well as himielf. 
For a very flight examinatipn of the Solemn Lea* 
gue and Covenant will difcover, that it contains 
the very life and foul of a civil perfecution, though 
under the garb of religion : and this will prefently 
appear. The firft of the Scottifh Diflenters were the 
Cameronians, Thefe originated in the cruel days 
of Charles IL None of the calamities brought upon 

the 
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the father, by bis own arbitrary conclude, produced 
any influence on the fon. For after the Scots had 
feated him upon the throne, on condition that he 
ihould be very religious^ and a Prejbyteriariy he 
W2ts equally engaged tp tolerate no^religion befides. 
Such is the language of the Covenant which they 
compelled him to take^ with the reft of hisfubjedls ; 
and this bitter pill he never could have fwallowed 
had it not been wrapt up in a crowp. I trauf- 
oribe fopie abftraiSls ffom this Covenant*. 

-.., .... - • «W4^ 

- ^ Much albwaiure, however, muft be made for the times iiL 
which this Covenaot was framed. The Prefbyterians had beeu 
molt vehemently persecuted both by PafMfis and £piicopaiiaMis; 
and by way of felf-defence, it feemed almoil n&eiTary to arn;^ 
themfel ves againft the common enemy. No wonder, therefore^ 
that they were fearful to leave a powei' fhiodlng, whofe vengeance 
ihcy had fo fevereiy felt. While, therefor^ it is admitted, that 
they did wrong in denying Liberty of Cqnfcience to the l^iug; 
and his £pifcopa],or even Independent, fub^eds, ttiey were driv-i* 
en to it by the perfecuting fpirit of the times ; and Liberty c^ 
Confcience was a do£(rine very little known in thefe unhappy 
day*.. 

From theie confiderations, the piu'ity, integrity, : and devot- 
ednefsof heart of thefe original Covenanters may moft readiljjr 
be admitted ; and that when, from time to time, they folemnly 
avouched them&Ives to be the Lord's ; the good Lord pardoned 
thepc^ fo far as hum^n frailty was to be difcovercd. They were . 
a people that furely meant to be devoted to his glory, and had 
much better things in view in ihtfoknm work of dedication tc» 
^od, than the ihgcking work of the extirfnttmQitAhffs^ 
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^ '^ We Hiall fincerely, feftlly, and xonftantly, 
through the Grace of God, endeavour, in our fe* 
vfcral places and callings, tile prefervsition of the 
Reformed Religion in- the Church of Scotland*^ 
in dodlrine, vv^irfhip, and diffetJ>U!ie, againft our 
CQrhrkon enemies J," 8ec. &c. '* -Atid We ifhall en- 
deavour to briiig th^' Churches of -God, in. th(J 
three kingdoms, to the heareft cbnjun^ion add 
uniformity in Rdigioh, ConfdEon of Faith, fofnfi 
of Church Government, Direi6hny for WorfhJp 
ind Catechifing, that we and our pofterity after 

' I requeft, therefore, that all my remkrks refpeding the Co- 
venant may mly be underilc^od as it nowfiands^ and not as itAem 
fiodd. I am grieved and cdncerned that fome of the beft people 
of Scotland ' feparate thenifelves and others from Cbriftian and 
Minifterial Communion with them^ as it wiltprcfently appear, 
by an oath againft each other that was baniflied ^e. kingdom at 
the abdication of James II. and was completely thrown into ob^ 
livion by the acceffion of King William and diereftoration of 
the Conftitution ; and never can know a. refurredioti whtld 6«ir 
liappy Conftitution exifts. ■ 

* Which was by that oath adopted as the cftablifhed religion 
of the Church of England. The Engliih not being able tb.da 
without theVScots againft the King, were Obliged to take their 
religion into the bargain. • -i 

i What a dreadful fpirit, when people precifcly of the ftine ^ 
faith, and only differing about mere forms of government^ 
fliould treat each other as common enemies! BlefTed be God, 
that toleration has broken thefpiritof perfecution, and that we 
}ive ;n the days of George tfce Third. , 

US/ 
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us^raay as -brethren • live in faith and love,, and. 
that the Lord ipay delight to dwell iaihe midft 
of us*." ■' ., 'A, . ', • ."! 

N9W for the great gun. againfl: Epjicopacy 1 
t^. That W9 IhaJil.ia Kke manner, \vit)iautrefpcAi3f 
perfons^ endeavour. the extirpation pf .Popery^ Pre* 
lacy, that i5,'Church Government by Archbifliops^ 
Pifliops, &c. &c." And again,- " Supcrftition, 
bereiy, fchifm, profanenefs, and whatfoever fliaU 
be found to becontrary to found dodlrine, and the 
power of godlinefs, left we be partakers of other 
mens' iins, and thereby be in danger, to x;eceive of 
their plagues, that th^ Lord may be on^ and hui 
name one." And, in order to give full efRcacy 
to thefe determinations and vows, they further 

* That is,-, ^ye make 21 folemn civil decree that our great great 
grand-children fliall preciiely think as we think, and be religious 
in no one's way but ours. And we dcfign by this, our holy law, 
that the Lord God himfelf may be hmind to dwell toith us and wr 
fofterity after us^ to the ninth, nineteenih, or nmety-ninth gjBAoif 
ration^ a^ you are pieafed to take it. 

Now I heartily wifli our Stots Seceding Brethren fuccefs 4n the 
original main defign of their oath y but humbly truft they will coni 
fider the milder promife made by god-fathers and god-mothers ia 
Che Engliih Church for an exiftitig generation, while they con- 
tinue to take a folemn vow for non-exiftebts^ and {et us an ex* 
ample of reformation, that we may not promife for others what 
wf cannot perform for ourfelves* 
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•gree, '^ To affift and defend all thofe that enter 
into this League and Covenant in maintaining and 
purfoing thereof; and that they fhall not fuffer 
tbemfelveSji diredly or indiredlly, by whatfoever 
combination, perfualion or terror, to be dirided 
and withdrawn from this blejfed tmian and conjufac- 
tbn.** They further fpeak againft ^^ all deteftahh 
indifferency or neutrality in this caufe,** but engage 
^* all the days of their lives ^ zealoujiy and cwifiantly 
to continue therein againft all oppofition, and to 
promote the fame according to their power, againfft 
all letts 9nd impediments whatfoever, and what 
they are not able themfelves to Jufprefs and over^. 
0tme, they will reveal and make known.** 

Such are the firong breathings of a determined 
perfecuting fpirit, that intermixes itfclf with the So- 
lemn League and Covenant ; not lefs arbitrary in 
its defign than the A& of Uniformity which dii^ 
graces the fir ft pages of our Common Prayer Book. 
For little as many of its fincere and upright advo- 
cates may conceive, here is a law which none but 
the law-maker can underftand. For, firft, againft; 
Superftition : Now every poor old woman that is 
terribly alarmed at the fcreeching of an owl, the 
tickings of the death-watch, or the ghaftly ap- 
pearance of the innocent toad* — Is flie to be extir- 

* An uncommon degree of odium is fixed to the exifterice of a 
taait Aey are fuppofed to be poifonou:»« This is quite a vulgar 



pated ? Again t What is Herefy or StlaM I 
Whatever may divide the pocM: culprit from thm 
fupreme Magiftrate's religion^ whatever it may bet 
and he knows how to teach what is herefy with 
a vengeance. Btit then it is more fully defined : 
Whatever may be contrary to " found dodrine^ 
and the power ' of godlinefs/' Ten to one agaioft 
the poor culprit, that the civil MagiliratQ will ckim 
the privilege of defining bis definition;^ and if he 
does not come up to his flandard of fo\ind doo^ 
trine and the power of godlinefs, woe betide the 
poor delinquent ; the law of extirpation^ till he is. , 
fuppreffed and overcome j hangs over his head — ^not- 
of his perfon^ but of his do<5irine : 

I ' Dii te, Datnafippe, I)eoequc 

Verum ob confiHum donenc tonfore.— *- 

But if the law runs capital againft thievery^ I quef- 
tion if there will not be a halter for the thief; and 

error; thej are ufeful reptile^, for they dcftroy innumerable in-^ 
ie£ts, and are even capable of the knowledge of our attention and 
humanity. It is wanton eruelty to deftroy them. In xiAy coun- 
try abode, I even attempted to make them a place of retirement, 
and called it a toadery. £very creature that God has fent, We 
ihould proteft, and in a fubordinate degree they demand our ^t* 
tention. 

This is a note hot to the prefent purpofe, but it may relieve 
the mind in the progrefs of a tedious detail of the fe^ts and par- - 
ties that disfigure the Chriftian Church; and it is nodifgrace to" 
theChrifiian diaracter) to plead the perfecuted caufe of the harm- . 
kistoad. 
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if hcrely is to be extirfatedyfuppreffid and overcome^ 
beretics aad fcbiftnatics will be remarkably {hdrt*" 
Hved. 

Firft the law ran, ^^ cut down allPrefbyterians/* 
then it wasreverfed^ ^^ ^;r//V^/?/^aIl£piicopaliaiis;*' 
then the iword wd^ again reftored tx) our order of 
Bifhops, and as unlike the reprefentatives of the. 
ApofUea, the followers of the meek and lowly 
Jefus, as men could be. Pagans could fcarcely 
ai5l with greater fevcrity than thefe Btfhops treated, 
alt diflenters from the National Church, And I ve-; 
rily believe^ let any denomination of Chriftians be 
armed with the fame fword, — ^a fwbrd that belongs- 
nottothem,for " the weapons of our war/are are not 
carnal," they will precifely a<Sl the fame part. No 
blame attaclies itfelf either to the epifcopal, pref— 
lyterian, or any other government whatever^ by 
thefe'remarks. All will adl juft the fame way undfer . 
the fame circumftanccs. The Church is fure to fee " 
polluted when invefted with the fword of civil 
power. Our meek and lowly Saviour thus dire<Si- 
ed his bold and forward difciple, Peter, " Put up thy ; 
fword, for all they that take the fword fhall periftiby ^ 
the fword." Had then all religious people devoted 
themfelves to the ftudy of his chafa^ler whofc 
•* kingdom is not of this world,"the fpirit pf perfecu- 
tion would have been turned into the fpirit oi for^ 
bearance and love. 
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All thefe bbfemtions, I believe, arc at a point 
refpediiig the Cameronians, for as foon a$ Cbarle? 
11. had regainod the Englifti thrpne, after he h44; 
accepted the Scottiih throne on condition of tajt- 
ing the Covenant, he found himfelf at liberty from 
all his fornjer trammels, and began veheipeptly to 
perfecute the people whom be had fwom tp protedh 
He found, however, that the cruelties exercifed. 
on the Covenanters did not dimini(h their nurnr. 
bers northeir zeal, but produced the contrary effe^» 
In imitation, therefore, of his father, he deterraine4 
to relax, and to indulge fome of the Clergy, whq 
were named by proclamation, in the liberty of preacbt. 
ing and conduifting public worftiip, at the fame 
time he prohibited others, under very fcvere pen^l-r 
ties. This gave rife to a fet of protefters againft this 
ufurped ecdefiaflical authority. Thefe, in 1680, fe- 
parated themfejves from the indulged, and frpm all 
who countenanced them. They even held their 
meetings in the open air, under the protedion of 
arnieci njjcn, who were raifed in diredl refinance of 
royal authority. Many fkirmifties and much 
bloodihed .enfued. Richard Cameron, a zealous 
young preacher, fell a Sacrifice among others. From 
hence they w.ere termed Cameronians. Not a few 
pf them were afterwards publicjcly executed, and 
fuffered with all the zeal of martyrdom, nay with 
tranfport and exultation. Though they did not 

N hold 
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hold, like foiTie other enthufiafts, that dominion was^ 
founded in grace; yet they maintained that Charles^ 
and his fucceflbr had forfeited the Crown by per- 
fidious breach of Covenant, and by the cruel per- 
ffecution of thofe attached to it ; they even refufed 
' to pay taxes, or to pray for him ; they aftually 
declared war againft him ; and at length folcmnly 
excommunicated him and his brother^ the Duke 
of Yorkt impofing alfo the Solemn League and 
Covenant on the poftcrity of thofe vi^ho at firfli 
fubfcribed it. They maintain likewife, that by vir- 
tue 6( adherence to it alone, there can be any le- 
gitimate authority in Britain ; profeffing at the fame 
time their defirc for a government according to 
the civil and judicial lawof Mofcs. 

■ Such are the fentiments of the ancient and 
modern Cameronians. And, w^ith all the high 
treafon blended in their religion, they have met 
for above a century without the leaft molefta- 
tion. There are not above fourteen or fifteen 
congregations of thefe redoubtable reformers, and 
thefe not numerous ; and I doubt not there are 
goodpeople among them. Notwithftanding their 
wild and extravagant notions, Government mildly 
judges that they fhould not be, according to their 
own law, extirpated, or that the flames of perfccu- 
tion Ihould be rekindled, any more than that 

Edinburgh 
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Edinturgh fhould be burnt to the ground in or- 
der to deftroy the bugs. 

By this abftradl of the hiftory of the Camero- 
-nians, one would think there was fufficient proof 
of the folly of blending the policy of this world 
with the religion of Chrift. What, in the name 
of common fenfe, has repenting, praying, loving 
God and believing in his Chrift, and living a holy 
life of devotednefs to his glory, as though the 
Bible had not enough in it for our diredtion, to 
do with making thefe political Covenants, and 
then enforcing them by the power of the fword ? 

We next glance at the hiftory of other Secef- 
fions from the Soottifli Church. 

No wonder, when the right of private patron- 
age was again rcftored, efpecially in a day in which 
all the ftrcn^th of government was exerted for 
the introduction of Arminianifm., as being moi^ 
friendly to the defigns of the ftate, the caufe of 
real religion within the Church began to decline ; 
efpecially under the influence of fuch ^ poUhco-eC' 
clefuijiical head as the General Aflembly, the ca'put 
viorhmm of the whole difeafed body. Though the 
fire of revolt had been long burning, yet it did 

N 2 not 
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not break out into an open flame till the yfear 1 732, 
occalioned by the following circumftance. 

At the Revolution the bufineft of Private Pa- 
tronage was fomewhat altered by A61 of Parliament 
in 1690. That the Patrons being Proteftants, 
though Epifcopalj might appoint, it muft be only 
^ththe confent of the parifh ; now fuch a mere 
cbnfetit being granted could prove no remedy for 
thfe evi\. The parilhes having no real choice but 
fi negative, and tbongh a law of the State, it was 
itill h^rd to be an infringement of the rigbts of the 
Church. The General Aflembly growing more 
and more under political influence, and defirous 
of condudling their Church according to the 
maxims of the world, the above mentioned A<ft of 
Parliament was adopted as the rule of their pro- 
ceedings. 

Oh this occafToh the flame burft forth. The A<9; 
of their Afltmbly was publickly attacked by Mr. 
fibenezer Erfkine, Minifter at Stirling, in a Sermon 
whidh lie preached before the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling. He charged (afe well he might) the Ru- 
lers of tWe Church With miftaken notions of Chriil's 
fitngdbm; fpeaking pretty warmly againft all pre- 
^ftffrdus cdnT)ex}dns betvV^eti things civil and fe* 

ligious. 
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ligious. The Synod, irritated by his rebuke, after 
three days debate^ ordered him in return to be re- 
buked at the bar of their Ecclefiaftical Court, both 
for th.e matter and manner of his Sermon. Againft 
this he, with fewral other Mimfters^ protefted, 
and, to mend the matter, appealed to the General 
Aflembly; — no wonder that they confirmed the de^ 
cifion. Againft this deciiion in vain did he sAfo 
proteft, while "Church Power was about to pour la 
upon him with a vengeance, They were at firft 
fufpended, then deprived of their office, and dif- 
mifled from their livings ; though this was o»Iy 
done by the Moderator's calling voice. 

From this date they declared a Sec^mftom the 
prevailiog party in the Judicatories of the Church 
of Scotland, under the title of the j4j[fociated JPref- 
lytery. Though fome conciliatory attempts were 
afterwards made by the General AiTembly, yet the 
•Seceding Minifters deemed thefeimperfcdi; and^ 
• ftep after ftep. they were led ftill Airtbcr.from the 
Eftabliftied Church. 

After this they publifhcd what thej^ called An 
A£t and Teft'imovy, not only condemning the;mea* 
fures which had driven them from -the Church, 
but all the defcdlions from the-ReftoKatiOQ till th^ 

time. 
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time. They pointed out the fprings of ihefc cor- 
ruptions, and the means by which they became 
worfe and worfe. 

Now had thefc good people flood their ground 
as far as this, and refifted alone the abufcs into 
which National Churches are too prone to dege- 
nerate, only Amplifying the Prefbyterian Govern- 
ment, ftill keeping it up in its fpirit and primitive 
defign,.that they might aft all as one, the Secef- 
lion had proved the greatefl blefling to a people 
that would have fuffercd much had they continu- 
ed in' a degenerate and declining Church. But, 
alas for human infirmities and the prejudices of 
education ! almoft all'the fcntimcnts of the Came- 
ronians refpefting the Covenant were to be adopt- 
ed into this new Seceflion, though they did not 
unite with the Cameronians themfelves. They 
condemned with them the acceptance of indul- 
gencies, which they fliould have fuffercd to have 
funk into oblivion. They riot only expreflcd the 
ftrongcfl attachment to the Solemn League and 
Covenant, but infifted upon this as a term of Mi- 
nlfierial anjJ Chriftian Communion ; and they pro- 
fefled, as they flill continue to profefs, an unlimit* 
ed adherence to every article in the Confcflion of 
Faith and Catechifms. 

Thus 
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Thus they folemnly fwcar and adopt the flaming' 
decree of the Solemn League and Covenant, to* 
extirpate, fupprejsj and tn^ercome Prelacy , Herefyj 
Schifm, &c. &c. without the leaft degree of Civil 
Power to accomplifti the fame ; that is, they fwear 
to accompUfh abfolutc impoflibilities> and which 
ever vi^ill be impoffibilities, till they can getKing^ 
Lords, Commons, Bilhops, and General Aflembly to 
refign the Civil Sword into their hands, that they 
may correal us according to the merciful decree 
of the above Solemn League and Covenant : and 
yet, this very fame body, while they fwear extirpa- 
tion and perfecution, have at all times a<Sted with 
the grcateft loyalty to the King and Government, 
which fupports what they arefvvorn to extirpate, and 
frequently have adled thus upon.the moft trying oc-^ 
cafions. It appears^ however, that while they engage 
to have neither Minijlerial nor even Clirijiian com- 
munion with others, they cannot wear their fetters 
without making the moft grievous complaints, as 
fome.of them did tome, while they lamented that 
they could neither dare to receive me into their 
pulpits, nor prefume to come to hear me ; while 
others, at the fame time a little more bold, acSed 
for themfelves, and made the moft decided tefti- 
mony of their brotherly love by giving minijlerial 
communiort even to an Epijcopal Minifter. How 
much is it to be lamented that fuch good and af- 
. . fedlionate 
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fecftionate men (hould fuflTcr themfelvos te be 
hampered by fuch laws, tho mere invention of 
man, framed in a day of tumult and party preju- 
dice, about a century and a half ago, and fo con- 
trary tQ the blefled laws of Chrift, which are always 
new, and which fo mercifully direft us to be all as 

one ? 

« 

It is apparently much to be lamented, that thofe 
who feparated afterwards, fhould have feparated 
among tbemfclves. The Seceders appeared to be 
unanimous till A. P. 1743, when » queftion of no 
confcqucnce, produced a divifton that ftill exifts. 

In fon>e towns of Scotland, every perfon ^dmit-^ 
ted to the freedom makes oath, ^ That he profefles 
and follows with all his heart, the true religion, 
prefently profefled over this reajm, and authorized 
by its laws^ and that he (hall abide in and defend 
the ikn>e to his lives end^ renouncing the Roman 
religion eallcd Papifiry/ 

Now one party of the Seceders cGHptended, 4jMt 
this burgcfs oath was to be underwood in the fenfe 
of the ^orcer^ viz. the magifirate^ and eonfe- 
quently that it contained an approbation of all the - 
errors and -evils of the times. Meffts. Ralph and - 
Ebenezer Erfkine, with others, t?bo«g-bt differ- 
ently 
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ently taking it iVi the fenfe of thofe who enaSIeiltJ^ 
Upon this mighty matter the parties fplit, iafter a 

fhatneful 

*-'It is humiliating to think into what dreadful cxceflcs bigotry 
and party-fpirit have hurried well-intentioned nuen, and hpw 
every mot*al obligjation has been violated, by perfons who thought 
all the while, they were " doing God fervice." Najr it has been 
ihiagined that the more the feelings of nature were fuppreffed, 
the more merltoriows was the fervice. The foUowihg is a fear- 
ful inftance. When the Seceffion from the ChUrch of Scotland 
fubdivided in 1740, into Burgher and Anti-burghcr, fuch wa$r 
the violence of unhallowed zeal that the latter proceeded to infiidl:. 
on their Burgher brethren the higheft ecclefiaflical confure, that 
of excommunication, which amounts to " delivering over the. 
party to Satan." 

The famous Ebenezei* Erlkiile adhered to the moderate *fide^ 
and continued with the Burghers. His fon John, under the im- 
pulfe of youthful ardour, aimed at the higheft honours of Se- 
ceffion, and became a leader among the Anti-burghers. The* 
father of courfe incurred the dread penalty of ^xciiioh from the 
body of the faithful ; and, to Ihed a glory over the operation^ 
the amputation-knife was committed to the hand of his own fon»^ 
In language lefs figurative, John the fon was fcledled by the 
Synod of Perth to pronounce the awful fentence on Ebenezer 
the father ; which he had the firmnefs, or the infenfibility, to 
execute. On his return from performing thefe pious orgies, 
tie happened to overtake on the road, a plain-looking country* 
man, who faluted him, and wifhed him a good journqr, 
" Friend," faid Mr. Erfkine, " I have no recolle<£lion of you ; 
but you feem to know who I am." *' I have fome reafon" re- 
plied the country-man, "for I was prefent in the hdufe of God" 

O (naming 
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(hamcful deal of fquabbling arid contentionj and 
were called, by way of diftindlion, Burghers and 
Anti-burghers.* The Anti burghers being the great- 
er fticklers for that fort of righteoufnefs, depofed 
and exo( mmanicated the Burghers, and both, fince 
then, have continued feparate, in a manner per- 
fe(5lly difgraceful to that facred caufe of Chriflianity 
they mean to fupport. Many of them dare not go^ 

fwrniiTg tfie year and the day) ** when I faw your father fo- 
lemnly devote you to God in baptifm ; and yeftcrday I was pre- 
fent in the houfe of God, and faw and heard that fon (blemnly 
devote tftat fiather to the Devil in exconimunication. I (hall 
never forget you, Sir." Erfkine, ill at eafc before, was deeply 
confcience-ftruck at this reprefentatioii, fell into languor and 
<}cjoftion, and foon became the vi6lim of a bigotted fpirit which 
had dared to ti aonple under foot the iBoft iacred emotioos of 
the hunian heart. ^ It is charitably hoped, however, that the 
body of the Scccders, both Buk-gher and Anti-biirgher, arc m 
^ur day men of a far .more excellent fpirit and character, 
though the coreof the evil {till remains, and will remain, till they 
are emancipated from thofe cruel Qkufes contained in the So* 
krt^n League and Coveaant. 

♦ Another mighty difpute arofc in a certam town m Scotland, 
refpccting blefling the bi-ead at the communion, whether it 
fhould be bleflld while lying on the table, or after it had been 
lifted up ; and on this famous contention they divided into two 
parties, the one called Lifters and the other Jnti-liftersy and the 
refult of the difpute was to give fuch a triumph to the profane at 
large, as to fet them againft all religion whatfoever. 

to 
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to hear any minifter unlefs of their own party. 
Even meeting for private or family prayer has be^ 
judged a fufficient ground of church ceiifiire*and 
excommunication. Perhaps hiftory can ' fcarcely 
produce an inftance of fo flight a caufe for a fepa- 
ration, kept up with fuch virulence and acrimony 
•of fpirit. 

We have next to take fomc notice of a fourth 
let of Prelbyterian Diflcnters, from the Prcfbyterian 
Eftabliftimcnt, called " the Kirk of Relief 

The "General AfTcmbly, ever ready to bring ibr^ 
ward new matter for a general revolt from the 
Ellablifhed Church, depofed Mr. Thomas Gil- 
lefpie, MihiftcrofCarnock, for refufing toaffirt at 
thp admiflion of a Minifter to a pari! h who were 
unwilling to receive him. They deprived him of 
his parifh. He removed to Dumfermline, and 
preached there to a congregation who were at- 
tached to him, and vehemently oppofcd the law of 
patronage. 

The (hameful divifions among the Seceders up- 
cn fuch trivial grounds hud confidcrably diminifhed 
their popularity, and many fcripus people fcrupled 
to embrace all parts of their ^^ and teftimoyiy. But 
while the rights of patronage were fo rigidly en- 
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forced by all the Archiepifcopal powers of the Ge-- 
nei^l Aflembly, no wonder that many congrega^ 
tions were not inclined to fubmit to them ; nor 
yet, under exifting circumflances, to fubmit to the 
rigid difcipliqe of the Seceders. 

In confequence of this, Mr. Gillefpie, with other 
Minifters who had refigned their preferment, con- 
neded with two or three Diflenting Minifters from 
thp North of England, conftituted themfelves into 
another Prefbyterian Church, called the Prejbytery 
of Relief. Their obje<5l was to fupply thofe parifhes 
with Minifters of orthodox fentiments, who difliked 
the Minifters attempted, fometimes by force of 
arms, to be fettled among them. But they did 
not adopt, or demand, either of Minifters or people 
the afl^nt to the covenants, or ^ny other term of 
communion, but fubfcription to the confeffion of 
faith and catechifms ; neither did they form a fe- 
paration from the orthodox Minifters of the Church 
of Scotland, candidly and liberally receiving into 
communion all Minifters, even us poor half-way; 
papiftical things of the Church of England, and 
all individuals who feemed to be Calvinifts. They 
were joined gradually by other Minifters, and othci; 
private Chriftians, to a confiderablo amount. No 
wonder that a Church founded on fuch liberal 
principles, prove it by a pioft kind and liberal ufe 

of 
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of all their pulpits : and I am happy to make thia 
my public acknowledgment, of the freedom and 
friendftiip received from them on all occafions dur- 
ing my late vlfit to Scotland, May the people of that 
feceflion, who have fo juftly contended for tha 
choice of their Minifters, be as wife in making that 
choice ! and give a full proof that they who are the 
moft liberal in things non-eflential, are the moft 
Heady in things that are eflential^ and the moft 
devoted to the glory of God.* 

Paving thus finiflied my brief detail pf thefe 
no lefs than five Prefbyterian Churches in Scot- 
landj'f' What are the natural reflcdlions a ferious 
mind would make,, on a review of the whole ^ 
How very ftrongly do the corrupted paffions of 

* From the high liberality manifefted by the Church of Re- 
lief, any one may obferve my partiality in their favour by men- 
, tioning them with peculiar refped. It is with real regret that I 
have fince been informed, not that I have mrftaken them in their 
liberal defigns, but that they have too frequently forgotten that 
wife admonition, " Only ufe not your liberty as a cloak to the 
flefti :'* and that in confequence of this, not every Minifter con- 
nected with them is that pure and holy charaAer fan<^ioned_as 
fuch in the word of God. An ungodly Minifter in any con- 
nexion is the worft of curfes. If this charge be ill-founded,- 1 beg 
pardon, though milled — if jufl, I pray- they may be zealous and 
repent. v 

t There are, I am informed, 123 Burgher congregations, 125 
Anti-burgher congregations, and 67 of the Church of Relief. 

men 



( 102 ) . 

men mix themfclvcs with the facred caufe of God I 
And how very apt are we to think we are doing 
God fervice, while flefhly contentions for a mere 
party blind our eyes, and forbid us to remember 
that "the kingdom of God is not meats and drinks, 
but righteoufnefs and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft." 

Refpefting the Eftablilhed Church, I fairly ac- 
knowledge I am no enemy to cliablifhrncnts, under 
certain limitations, which limitations I acknow- 
ledge, are very rarely obfcrved. Should any fu- 
preme Magiflrate, in fome heathen. land, become 
Chriftian, iuppofe under the influence of the pre- 
fent miffionary exertions. Is he* not at liberty, 
nay. Is it not his duty to promote the Gofpel to 
the utmoft of his power ? This I conjecture, will 
readily be granted, provided he docs not perfecute; 
and this is as readily granted in return, for the 
Church never gained any but hypocrites for her 
converts by the rod of perfecution, and was always 
the pureft when in a perfecuted llate herfelf.^ 

But the chief Magiflrate or Magiftracy of the 
land may have fome forms or modes refpe6ling 
Chrifiianity, which they may think preferable to 
others. Shall not liberty be granted to fuch .a 
Magiflrate to take that body of Chriftians un- 
der his more immediate cognizance and fupport, 
who voluntarily fubjc<9: themfclves to fuch rules, 
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provided he prefames not to compel others to fub- • 
mit to it^ or to fupport it ? 

Wehave happily experienced, that coercive power 
is in no refpedl neceflary for the fupport of fuch 
eftablifhments ; and while we have too much ftill 
left in the tefi a6l, and other compulfatory laws, to 
enforce others to pay for the flate religion ; yet let 
all thefe rotten props be removed, and I am iatis- 
fied eftablilhments would find a llronger bafis ftill. 
The governors of the earth would then have a 
right to claim, in their pcrfons, the fulfilment of that 
glorious promife, ^' Kings fhall be thy riurfing fa- 
thers and Queens thy nurfiilg mothers/' Such ef-* 
tablifjiments would then ftand at leaft as the out- 
ward palladium of the glorious difpenfation of the 
Gofpel, under the (hadow of whofe wing notwith- ^ 
Handing their natural defcdls many a real Chriftian 
might find a peaceful reft.* 

I think, 

* Refpe6ting the Epifcopal Chapels and their Clergy in Scot- 
land, I have faid nothing, as it was not immediately relative to 
the fubjeft intended. This, therefore, I fubjoin in a note. Their 
congregations are no where very numerous, but this is made 
up to them in being moftly ifery polite. They have, however, with 
them I fear a true fample of what insgeneral prevaija with u». 

The general pre-requiiite is, that the Minifter fhould be ag9od 
reader^ that he (houid nolfjuall out the Englifh liturgy fimilarly 
to the fwang of a Scots Precentor, with their doggrel vcrlioq of 
the Pfalms of David» and fo far fo good. Next, that he ikouM 

be 
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I think, therefore, on the general view of matters^ 
it may be concluded that national churches have 

their 

be a polite and eafy gentleman; or, to fum it up in the language 
of that popular bbok, the New Whole Duty of Mari, that he 
fhould produce nothing either in his condu6l,or from the ptilpit^ 
but what is made eajy to the praBice of the prefent dgei 

As with us alfo, in point of do<^rine, notwithftanding the moft 
decided language of the articles, homilies and liturgy, to which 
they have folemiily fubfcribed ; their pulpit orations are quite 
as undrcided as the doflrines of the Scots moderates can be re- 
ipefting the confeflion of faith, while the public creeds of both 
nations, are perfe6tly iimilar, and as avowedly Calviniftic aft 
words can poffibly frame them. 

As a proof of this, that good and truly fpiritual and refpcfta- 
ble' nian, Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge, being afked to preach but 
once in their chapels, after ofie fample given was afked no more, 
though he flridly adhered to a moft regular conduft, fo far as 
only preaching in the Eft^blifhed Churches defcrves that name?. 
And if the prevailing whifper be true, he is, on the next meeting 
of the General AfTcntbly, likely to meet with a very coarfe com- 
pliment for his regularity. Not that the thunderbolt of their high- 
prieftly indignation will be levelled direftly againft him; a flant 
jBtroke will do the bufinefs the moft efFe<Etuaily. 

' A decree agarnft admitting any but thofe who have been edu- 
.eated among themfelves, will completely ftop the mouths of all 
thoit wild ones^ who prove their itch for eccentricity in being 
fond of preaching. Moderate divines of all denominations ar^ 
of a different complexion, not over apt to teach. They, therefore, 
will feel but little from a decree fo well-becoming the decifion of 
the moderate divines of this moft liberal and enlightened age. 

One phoenix, however, I am told, has arifcn in the North of 

Scotland, 
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their advantages fo far as the defence and enlarge- 
ment of the out-works of Chriftianity may be pro- 
moted thereby. To me it is a matter of doubt, 
bow even the Sabbath itfelf could be obferved with- 
"ovLt the affiftance of the Civil Magiftrate ; and it 
may be faid that the very exiftence of Chriftianity 
depends tipon the obfervance of the Sabbath. 
Wherever that facred day is negle<6ted and pro- 
faned, profligacy and diffipation of manners are 
found to prevail. 

Such, therefore, is the lad corruption of human 
tiature, that 1 fhould be greatly alarmed, were Go- 
vernment to ceafe to patronize and promote the 
t^aufe of Chriftianity, now that miracles, defigned 
for her primitive fiipport, have ceafed,the very name 
^>f it in fome places would be entirely obliterated. 
If, therefore, it were the defign of Providence that- 

Scotland, whofe do6lrine from the pulpit is as found as the li- 
turgy which he reads, and who gives the moil flattering promifcs 
that he will become a burning and a fliining light. Let it, how- 
ever, be confidered that my information here may be imperfe£l ; 
I trufl there are others equally lucid and good. I have a predi- 
JeAioh in favour of opr Eilabliflied Church, according to .the 
outlines of her gencral^plan, I grieve that fhe was ftopt fliort in 
her further reformation, but had fhe been in my judgment, as 
fpotlefsas thefpoufe of Chrill, ihe might have been my idol. 
Still fhe is the vehicle of general good, as majiy of her Minifters 
ftri£lly conn^^ed with her, are lovely and ufeful charaders. 

P .in 
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ana ijitufc day the Civil Magiftrate was to lend Kte 
4U-ote<5ling and fupporting hand to the Chriftiaii 
caiife, which evidently may be done without the 
lead ailiftance from the rod of perfecutionj we 
fhould be cautious not to fpcak lightly againft what 
God himfclf has condcfcended to ordain for good« 
While Chriftiai>ity was the religion of France, 
wretchedly disfigured as it Was by all the deformi- 
ties of Popery on the one handj and the proud pro- 
tcnfions to Philofophy among the Protcftants on the 
other, fomcwhat like humanity fubfifted among 
them. But when, as a natioti, inAead of a refor- 
mation, they renounced the book of Revelation it- 
felf ; from that period, to the eternal cre^^i^ of Deifm 
be it fpoken, they* have commenced the monfters 
of mankind. It ajjgpwrs, therefor^^hat even the 
outward profeffion of Chriftianity is^S^imall blef- 
iing to any nati^onj and I fhopld cgnceiye, with- 
out deviating from the lay^^f liberty, or of Chrif- 
tiaitity, the rulers of the earth may and ought to 
fupport and protc6l it. 

Notwithftanding it is readily admitted that Na- 
tional Churches, from a native tendency toward 
abufe, are never likely to prove the moft fpiriti^ irl 
any land. Without, therefore, an unlimited pro- 
te6lion of every difTcntient who can prove there is 
nothing in his religion inimical to tlie Civil Go- 
vernment^ 



( 1^7 ) 

vernmenl*, they will beedtne injurious ; for then 

perfecution naturally c6mmences; and lathing can 

be fo contrary to the mind of Chrift as the Ipirit of 

perfecution. 

On 

* Popery is, and ever was, a mode of religioa fubverfive of; 
every free Proteftant govemmcat ; ^ni if Papiih .a«e not ferfe- 
cutprs, they are defc6live m their own priaciples^ they are better 
than their religion. Popery itfelf is the incurahle abominotift^ 
The late infurgents in Ireland were almoft univerfally Papifts j 
and their wanton cruelties, efpeciallyin Wicklow, were beyond a)l 
defcription. Such Powers asfupport the Pope and Popery abroad^ 
may read the danger of their own conduct, by recollecting; <.k^ 
treafons and rebellions that ever have fullied and (till <£ontinue U> 
difgrace the annals of Popery at home. Thoufand^ of prayersjiaw^ 
been preferred againft this myflery,^ iniquity ^ and according to thfe 
exad prediction of many who have made the wdrd of Prophetyv 
their ftudy, " the day of vengeaoGe ia come." Every real Chrift, 
tian will therefore jpin in the language -of infpiration, ^* Rejoice 
aver her, thipu Heaven and ye holy Apoftles and Prophets, for 
God ftath avenged you of her.'* Rev. xviii. aJ fin. This 
Power, now detbrpned of God, fhall nevier more be eftablifhed 
by man. May thofe powers which have hitherto proved them- 
felves enemies to the -5^<!^ take the caution, "Gome out from her 
that ye be not partakers of her (ins, and that ye receive not her 
plagues." Not that I would wifti evtn an innocent Papiftiliould 
be perferuted, but that tbc defigns pf Popery (houJd be ever 
watched with a guarded aind a jealous eye. Were I to fay more, 
J fhould fay too much perhaps, for, who would* believe that 
Popery and Prefbyt^crjanifm among fome Seccders are fo near 
a-kin ? Their engagement to extirpate^ fupprefi^ and (mercomct 
found ff^ very like the decretals of Pope Innocent on the other 

P % fulc 
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Onthcfe principles alone^ I declare myfelf no 
enemy to the Eftablifhed Epifcopal* Church of 

England, 

£de of the queilion, that one would almoft think his Holine^ 
by an invifible agency, had a hand in framing the Covenant. But 
rio one fears them. Government wifely prote6is them ; finee 
only from the prejudices of education they take up the old 
faihioned language of an ill-natured day, while they know not 
" what they fay, nor whereof they affirm." 

* When I fpeak of Epifcopacy, I beg at all times (o be un- 
derliood as pleading for fuch a reduced Epifcopacy as was re- 
commended by thofe learned and pious Epifcopalians, the Arch- 
bifhopeUflier andLeighton, which they conceived was the Epif- 
copacy of theprimitive Church. Biihops then claimed no other 
power than what was delegated to them by the elective voice of 
l^e Prefbyters and people at large* In the purer days of the 
Church this eledion naturally fell on the mod fpiritual and wife 
'of their body. Around him they voluntarily collected as to- 
' ward a centre ; they gave an afie£^ionate fubmiffion to him as 
a father, and their goremmeot was thereby both (Irengthened 
and finipli&ed. 

. A mere (hade of fuch an Epifcopacy flill remains in the Eng* 
Jifli Church, for upon the death of a Biftiop, the King gives 
his conge d'ilire^ or leave to ele£l, to the Prclbyters of the Ca- 
thedral Church, at the feme time recommending a perfoh for their 
choice ; which recommendation they no more dare rcfufe than they 
dare to eat a red hot falamander. One extreme generally pro* 
duces another. However I might be difpofed to vote for the re- 
dudion of the Epifcopacy of the Epgliih Church, yet I bad 
much rather be under the Right Reverend Fathers in God with 
us, than under thejurifdiftion of the Mofl Reverend Mothers in 
Godj among the ftri6ter Independents.— Jkr^^V/«//^w«/ Ibis. I 

be] 
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England, or the Prefbytcriari fiftabliftiment ia 
Scotland ; while I deeply lament over each, that, 
by their connexions with the Civil Power, they 
have loft fo much of their original purity and dc- 

beg that It may be further noticed, that my filence refpcfling many 
allowed defects in the Church of England neither arifcs • from 
partiality nor approbation. Her connexion witfi the State I 
fincerely regret, as it is impofflhle that (lie can be othcn^^ife than 
corrupted thereby. Her doftrines are pure ; her liturgy, with 
a little further reform, I conceive to be ejiccllent ; and according 
to the prefent ftate of things, one of the grcateft national blef- 
fings we can enjoy, efpecially as no eftablifhment upon earth 
dire^fts her Minifters to read in the public fervice fo much from 
the pure wdi-d of God ; but her difcipline h mofl gricvoufly defec- 
tive. As to her Chjurch Courts, fpiriiUal cturts^ falfely fo called^ 
it is enough to fay they were of Roman birth ; I am,^ however, 
no Ecclefiaftical Politician, therefore furtba than this the de- 
ponent fayetb not. 

Thus, while I acknowledge many excellencies in the Chftrch 
of ScotliTnd, and others in tlie Church of England, I lament the 
defeds of both : And till I can find where the niode of Church 
Government is precifely fixed in Scripture, I ftiall ftillkeep up 
Chriflian communion with all real believers wherever I find 
them ; as I have to deal in point of communion not with the 
dcfcfis of Churches, but that I may unite with them who arc 
united, to our common Lord, to whatever Church they may 
belong. There will be but one Church above. There fhall I 
find many a ftifF Seceder, narrow-ihirided Independent, high- 
flying Epifcopalian, and many a rigid Papifl, who may have 
efcaped by th? compalfion of God, even from the Church of 
Rome itfelfi notwithftanding her me *ous. errors, and the blaf- 
phempus abfurdities of her mafi. 

fign. 
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fign. Even the Primitive Church of Rome woul(i 
never have become the Whore of Babylon, had 
not the favours of the world and the embraces of 
Conllantine deprived her of that chaftity which 
was her original glory. 

If, therefore, the religion of the fiate does not 
afford me what I conceive to be the fufficient 
mean of falvation, it is meet that I fhould be at 
full liberty to provide for myfelf. And in this re- 
fpe6l, while the diflentients feel thcmfelves as 
much protedled as others, it may be faid that by 
the laws of the land they are as much efiaUiJhed 
as others*. The one may thus be excited to 

zeal 

♦ It IS readily admitted that the Teft Acl is a difgracc to our 
Statute Book, not only as a mod facred ordinance is thereby pro-' 
ilituted to mere worldly and political purpofes; but as it has in it 
alfo a mifchievous tendency to four the minds of thoufands who 
are lovers of their King and friends to the Conftiti^rion. Nor was 
it ever the defign of the Legiflature at the firil, to havc.excludcd 
any but Papifts from a ihare of the Government by that law. 
The loyalty of the Scots as a body is proverbially ardent ; and 
yet Government can never avail itfelf of the affiftance of a 
Scotiman, unlefs he is incontinently dragged to Church to take 
the facrament as an Epifcopalian. 

Government has certainly a right to a teft of obedience from 
all its officers. It is to be hoped, therefore, on fome milder day, ' 
fuch a regulation wilftake place fo as to fecure this end, by a 
|ftw notlefs cogent, but much leiL ofFenfive to the confcience of a 
real Chriftian. 

Wife 
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«eal and watchfulnefs by the other, and the gene- 
ral *^ood be promoted through the whole. 

While thus I deliver what I conceive to be juft 
-refpedling Eftablifliments, the remarks I make oa 
jthe corruptions of the Church of Scotland cannot 
;be received as againft the Church itfelC Now a 
•founder Confeflion of Faith cannot be devifed 
•than what is found in the Scottifti Church; but, 
as with us, lb with them, too many I fear can 
iubfcribe the mod explicit Calvinifm, and preach 
ihe grofleft Anninianifm ; in fhort, many can preach 
as though they had engaged to go by the rule of 
Teverfe. The difpenfation of mercy to fallen man 
entirely by JefusChrift, is not the fubjedl preached 
by the majority ; but with fome, a mangled Gof- 
pel. Law and Gofpel wretchedly fpliced together;* 
with others, a mere hungry fyftem of bare-weight 
morality 5 and with a third, what is worfe ftill, a 
deliberate attack on all the truths they have en- 
gaged to uphold. The few, in comparifbn, or- 
thodox among them, are ftigmatized by the 
nick-name of the wiU^ while the fafliionable Di- 
vines on the other fide of the queftion compliment 

Wife and fpiritual Diflenters, however, may find a good in 
^his evil. They will thence be kept from, a conformity with 
the world; and fuch a coalefcence is ever the deflrudion of . 
.real religion among all denominationtf. 

themfelves 
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thcmfclres with the appellation of the 'moderaie\ 
This epithet naturally reminds us of another, 
" lukewarm^ neither cold nor hot.'* Rev. iii., 10, 
In {hort, it is as with all who adopt the prefent half- 
way infidel fyftem of the day, fo, report fays, it is 
with them ; the eaufe of morality declines with the 
caufe of the Gofpcl ; and I fear the Scots, by far thft 
beft educated and beft behaved people in the Britifli 
dominions^ will foon be no better than their neigh- 
bours. Like their MiniCtcrs^ they will all become 
moderates \ firft, they will be moderates in religion \ 
they will have a moderate notion of Jefus Chrift> 
and the Gofpel Salvation, for we cannot cxpe6l they 
will be better than their teachers; they will next 
be contented with a moderate fharebf lovatoGod^ 
of prayer and repentance ; they will be more mo^ 
derate in regard to the ufe of their Bibles^ and b^ 
more moderate in their zeal in teaching their chil- 
dren the Aflembly's Catechifm ; and this will lead 
them to be moderates in "morality. In point of 
chaftity, fobriety, honefty, &c. they will fopn be* 
come moderate, and be very anxious to gtx)w in this 
famous fafhionable medefation, till they become 
mmoderateJy wicked ; unlefs, through Divine mer*- 
cy, they hear a littl^j more of the *^ grace of God 
that bringeth falvation,'' the only do6lrine " that 
tcachcth us to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 

and 
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ahd tb live ibberly^ righteotifly and godly in this 
prefent world/' 

But flidh is the falleh (tate of the : EftabliOied 
Chut-ch, that men who know riot Gt>d, may, in 
fome Prelbyteries^ adl almoft as they will, and are 
in little danger of tenfure, whatever dodlrines they 
may preach. The Golpel Clergy among thehi feem 
the only people fettered in the extreme. Here and 
there a courageous member of their Church pre- 
fumestolend the pulpit, on an unaccuftomed oc- 
cafioti, and to one that id ftigmatized for being, as 
wild, if not wilder than himfelf; while others, 
equally as afFe<5lidnate, but not fo bold, are obliged 
to fubmit to a crippled confcience, trembling under 
the dreaded vengeance of their Greneral Ailembly. 

Surprifcd beyond meafure at the little liberty en- 
joyed by the Gofpel Clergy in Scotland over their 
own pulpits, I could not but wonder what (hould 
be the caufe why a Church, whofe avowed principle 
is the equality of her Minifters, fliould leave them 
in fuch bondage ; while the Englift^ Clergy, under 
the fuppofed tyranny of their pj-elatical order, find 
their pulpits fo much more their own, in regard to 
a free difpofal of them among thofe of their own 
Jine. : Unhappily reftrided as they are to Snifters 
ef Epifcopal ordination, and diigmeeful as the re- 

Q flridtion 
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ifri(9ion a ta other Prateftant Churches, yet aimt^ 
themfelves they arc quite iincontroled. . Their 
pulpits are their freeholds. Preach as often as they 
pleafe, and admit wiiom they chnfe of their own 
order. No Biftiop prclumcs to cpntro! tbcni. 
And why afl this ? The laws of the EngliCh Church 
are aheady fixed. Whenever the Clergy with us 
meet in convocation, they are juft allowed time to 
eomplimcotthc King wkb anaddrefs; and he re- 
tarns the €CMn{^i-ment w»th a diflblutionv The 
State wifely remembers the mifebief that has already 
been done by Priefts and Prieftty Courts. Whea 
they get tbc Civil Sword they are almoft fore to ufe 
it without mercy. It is judged wrfeft, thercforei^ 
;not to trait Ahem for the future. But the ChurcH 
.of Scotland is ao eifeAive Church i though fhe^ 
hot now what once (he was; and aathe Church of 
England was for above a biindred year^ after tW.Re- 
^mation. All, or by £ir the majority of the Mi- 
aiifters, in-iioth Churches, were then found Gofpet 
Preachers ; but times are chai>ged. Thb rendqrs 
him a marked man in moft of their Pnefbyterieg^ 
^bo decidedly preaches the do6h*k)es he is bound to 
maintain^ He is net lefs fo therefore in the Synod. 
And the General Aflembly have powers that arc 
firong and very coerciva. They do not meettQ be 
diflblved, but they medt to do bujdnefs. In Mr* 
Geary's and Mr. Young's cafes^ they did the but • 

. • ianefe 



fiticfe witli a witness. But having (md crioftrgh 
already, I preAirae only to aik the quefiion of a body 
fo facred, ib loyal, aod fe pure, llow they wffl 
aniwer it to their Sovereign^ whofe venerable repire«* 
fentativc^ when leated among them, th^ appear fi> 
muoh to rclpoft^ and whofe civil laws ^^oncerning 
patronage they have lb frequently admitted, that 
^ in the(e inftances they have been pleafed to deprive 
their Sovereign of bis patronage, aijid hisiiege fub^ 
je^ls of their prfefemuent;? * » 

No wonder then, that a Cbu^tch under the en-r 
tire control of fuch a body, feels a power ten 
times as fkong as that of oaf English fipifcopaey; 
Nor are we the Icfs to he furprifed, that when the 
bead is thus^ck, the difeaie is found to comiha«> 
fiicate itfclf to the body at large. When difci- 
jriine is corrupted at the fountain bead, the ftreams, 
»ther than purify, will affitrcdly pollute ; and as a 
polluted government ca^ only be fupported by fe« 
verity of condud, that feverity is fure to be felt by 
tbofe whofe purity of bj^hayiour is a living witneft 
agaiuft them. 

Now the Clergy g( the EftablHhed Church, in 
many inftances, are frequently led to feel this with 
fingular feverity, efpecially at the time of the fettlcr 
ffient of their Minifters. 

Q 3 When 
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. When a Probationer* is prcfcnted to a living from 
the Crown, by my Lord, or the Efquire, or fonie 
other patron, where th&rc may not be the moft 
diftant idea of religion in the prefenter qr the pre- 
fented ; an order is ifliied from the Prclbytery fop 
fuch and fuch Minifters to attend on that fettler 
ment or ordination ; and this is frequently ap opr 
portpnity in which the moderates try the patience 
and cppfcipncjBS of the wU\ fqr this or4er it feems 
they muft obey. 

Now the moftfolemn work a Minifter can have 
in hand, is certainly the defignation qf others to that 
moft important ofHccr|-. What a grievous preifure 
upon the confciences qf godly MiniP:ers fo h? 
compelled to recognise qs Minifters of Chrift, men 

s 

* The Church of Scotland licence their candi^ate^ for the 
^iniftry after proper attendance at thpr Piyinity 1^1, to aft 
for fomc time as Lay Trenchers before they are ordaiped to the 
pafloral charge, .and thefe are called Probationers. It feems 
then, if this lay preaching be difcountenanccd by fomc, it is 
approved by the Church. I wi(h, however, that the Church of 
England were as wife a$ the Church of Scotland in this part of 
her difcipline. 

t R<;porJ fays, that once at the ordination of a moderate ^ who 
;was one of a motivate underflanding alfo, one of the Minifters 
not being near enough to put his hand on the head, reached out 
his flick ; for which being reproved, his apology wa?, that 
f * timber to timbcfdid excellently well together.?' 

whom 
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whom they know to be totally unconverted to God, 
and entirely ignorant of that Gofpcl which they are 
ordained to preach ! 

Another evil, equally oppreflive to the X!onfcience 
of the upright Minifter of the Gofpcl, arifes from 
the adopted mode of the public admlniftration of 
,the communion. On thefe occafions, feveral pa- 
ri (hes meet as in one body, and though perhaps 
there is more pharifaic parade than primitive dm* 
plicity in their prefent method of conducing this 
work, yet, were matters as they ought to be, 
fomewhat very lovely might be c3cpe<Sled from 
thefe general meetings. Suppofing that the Mini- 
fter preliding over each parifh were truly godly, 
and that he had confcientioufly attended to it, that 
none but the fame charadlers in his pariih /hould be 
admitted, what opportunities might thefe meetings 
produce fibr the mutual edification of the Minifters 
themfclves ! and what a fweet exemplification of 
that uniting love which fhould dwell among CJhrif- 
tians at large! TPhis would be primitive indeed ! 

While, therefore, I have oftentimes admired the 
beautiful original defignof the Church of Scotland 
on thefe occafions, as alfo their folemn and primii* 
live mode of adminiftration, it is equally to be la- 
mented that among the multitudes wljo attend, 

many 



( 118 ) 

many arc brought together throngh mere cuftom* 
wry formality, while the Miniftcrs who aflibmbltf 
prove a very heterogeneous group indeed. 

But with ^1 thcfe the Gofpcl Minifler is under 
the neceffity to unite. On the preparatory Thurf* 
day, which they call a faft, be has to preach as in 
connexion with them, and too frequently hears 
the truths he delivers, virtually, if not diamctri+ 
cally contradidied, by others who treat all the lead- 
ing truths of the Gofpel with ridicule and con* 
tempt. When it comes to his turn to fervc a 
table, perhaps he has diredlly, or indiriSiftly, to con- 
tradidl the pcrfon who ferved bjcforc him, and afterr 
wards will in the fame ftile be contradiAcd by the 
Aext Minifter who fuccccds,* fieiid^ this, another 
mortifying circumftanccis, that he prefidcs as aMi- 
nifter of Chriil^ and fan^iions the difpenfation of 
thofe elements^ which belong only to the cbildrco 
of God, when be has reafon to believe tbat a great 

^ I believe, in Edinburgh this lAconvenience is avoided ; the 
moderates a£l among themfelves, and le^v^e the ntnlJ to ad by 
themfelves: this is a comfortable circumftance for ferious Chrif- 
tians belonging to the eftablifliment in that citj ; nothing being 
fo fninfiil' as fucb a mixt imilckjude at an ordinance intended as 
a communion of Saints. It is a circumilance niiicb tp be la- 
mented, where that holy ordinance is no longer the facred bar-!* 
rier of reparation between the precious and the vile. 

part 
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rpart of tfrem arc ignorant of God^ and unworthy 
members of that facred fcaft. * 

Tbefe may be finne of the principal kiconveui- 
cnces which good men muil feel while Qontie^led 
with the Eftablilbed Church, in her prefent iiateof 
cxiftence. But as alrooft ajl tfce Seceders, thowgb 
they refifted the tyranny of the Eftablifhmeot, havp 
yet fubmitted to tlie fame trammels wjiich they felt 
fo galling from that quarter, ithetr fituatiom will 
iiovv come in courrfe to fee confidered in fom^^ge- 
neral refie6Uon$ I mdk/^ oo tiie Sece^Son. 

* From a general view of Aefc public occafions, it appears^ 
that yet many inconremences artfe for want of the primitive me- 
^od of more frequent achDiaiftrBtioD, whichiaii|^t be tdopteid in 
^'.private psrocbial ilii^ Afkniuing this^ perhiaps thefe general 
meeting flill. kept up upon particular oc^fions, might be fre* 
quently attended with lels inconvenience. For as matters* now 
ftand, from the concourfc that attend, the Mtnifters are ineottqi- 
try places obliged^ joq the meetings pnevipaii tp and during th^ 
9$t{nbUbration, to pDef cb out of doois i wbicbt by the b^ &wf^ 
wifh as much as pofiible to^void^ as .it ian(5Uons field- preaching 
- in others. The preachers Xucceed each pther ; while the people 
rambie to firft one and then another^ according to their t^fte and 
fancy ; and this nauft lellen the ibkmnity of :the ^itork. 

Befides, many Minifters, Sabbath after Sabbath, arc obliged to 
ftiut lip their qwjQ churckejsi, whil^ they attend on the neighbour- 
ing parifhes ; and as h js next to impoflible to peifprm this work 
in the winter, there are many places in .thg; cpunJry in which 
Aerc is ao coginiunion for manv months'togethef. 

. - , A Mi^ 
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A Miniftcr, I humbly conceive, fliould have ^h 
■uncontroulcd right over his own pulpit. It is 
cruel in tl)e extreme not to allow him the affif- 
tance of ihofe, whofe miniftrations he believes will 
be to the fpiritual advancement of the people of 
bis charge. Let it but be proved to me, that a 
man preaches and lives the Grofpel, and that he has 
been blefled with feals to his Miniftry : I aik by 
what authority dare any fet of Chriltians rejecft 
him, or tie up the hands of any other Minifters who 
chufc to give him the right hand of fcllowihip ?- 
But fuch admiflion, fay fome, would be riding upon 
the hack of all order and decorum. Happy (houldl 
be to ride upon the backofy«^A order and decorum, 
till I had ridden them to death, fiut all this I 
boldly dffirm, though good men may inconfider- 
ately adopt it, to be the mere artful cant of a 
proud fectarian fpirit. For the more free and 
open, Jind loving, gracious Minifters are among 
themfelves, the more will the caufe of God be pro- 
moted, without the leaft infringement on any or- 
der and decorum they mutually obferve^ which may 
be conliftont with the word of God. 

Now all this is proved by matter of h&y which 
is more to the purpofe than a thoufand arguments. 
Inftance Paifley in Scotland, as far as thp laws of 

their 
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theii* churches will allow. May God fet that^f-: 
fe<5lionate people ftill more at liberty! Inftance 
many places in England, where every Minifter 
dwells in unity with his brother, each affiftingthe 
other by mutual labours of love. And what 
order is broken thereby, but the order of the Devil^ 
divide et impera^ (divide and rule) and the order 
of the Hope, which, when tranflated into modem 
fe6iarian Prqteftant language, ftands thus : // is 
againfi the order of our Church. Now this is the 
very do6lrine- which will fupport every innovation 
that the'Pbpe, Turk, or Devil, can invent. And 
I deliberately fay, thefe are the tricks of Hell itfelf, 
to divide the Church of God on earth. 

But by wha,t authority do any of thefe churches 
prefume to fet up their order ^ in oppofition to the 
mind, and will, and work of God) and to quote the 
order of their churches, fbrfooth, againft the living, 
rules and orders of the Church of the Lord Jefus ^ 
By what order or part of Scripture did the Seceders, 
after they had moft cordially received, and had 
tailed the life and power of Mr. Whitfield's Minif- 
try, prefume to nibck God with a day of folemn 
fafting and prayer, as if he had been the greateft 
hypocrite that ever livfed, merely becaufe he rcfufed 
to be crammed with their Solemn League and Co- 
venant; while they knewy. or might have known, 

R that 



that not a Brighter, or a more difintcreftei lumt' 
nary had arifen for a century before hUn ? Did 
thefe Chriftians oA as fuch ^ and yet, fucb I believe 
they were. Into what a labyrinth of confaiion arc 
they led, who leave their Bibles and the fimplicity 
that is in Chrift, to fcrvc a party in an angry fpirit ! 
And under what an awfial fpirit of prefumption^. 
has matty a bigot been conilrained to aft, in re^ 
je(5ling fame of tlie firft of the marked Embafladorsr* 
of Jefiis Chrifty who have made many a treaty of 
peacb on br» behalf, between pfcdous fouts^ while 
the fnarfing bigot himfelf, who rejefts hinj, ha^ 
never done half his work ! 

Too many of the Seccders, the Relief Only ex-» 
cepted, fiitt continue to be fettered by fiich wretch- 
ed reftraints, while nnioy a poor knfKrtibned con- 
feience among them, of a wifer and more libera! 
defcription, groans andkmenta thebutrdcns which 
it bears.* 

But why all this ? Becaofe an oatfe wa» made^ in 
heat and anger, in times of the ^igheft tunmltand 
alternate perfecution, above a fmndred and fifty 
years ago, binding the prefeirt generation to per- 
fccute for them now. For^/uppofing the firft ge- 

• Some people are prieft-riddcn, and fonac priefts arc people 
ridden. I wi(h both a fp?edy deliverance jwth all my heart. 
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ocrntion then lifting, atid allowing thirty yeai^ 
for each fucceeding generatioo, I doubt not but 
they are now children of the eighth, or ninth, or 
even tenth generation* ; aixd according to tbei^ 
England, Scotland and Ireland are bound, or to be 
ix)und, as far as they can bind them, to b^ctjlrp at^ 
SU3PPRESS AND OVERCOME, (the grand flinging 
-words of the Covenant), all religions but their own, 
ty the ikme civil fword which their anceftors once 
wore. Will the Seceders go on with the hufi- 
oefs and fwear that the fame extirpation-oath 
fliall be entailed to the next eighth, or ninth, or 
tenth generation, fhould the world laft -fo long ? 
The words of thi» deUcious oath being, " to them 
and their pofterity after them." What a remark- 
able circumftance, that a people the moll confci- 
entious refpedlingwOaths, fhould, after all, them- 
fclvcs prefume to fwear to the religion of their ofP- 
i])ring, over whom they can have no poflible con- 
trol : nay, abfolutcly to the religion and con- 
icicnces of a non-exiftent generation ! But what 
is further to be gathered from this ? Why, that 
the great folemn league and covenant of God's 

* The Seceders have little reafon to find fault with the fervice 
of baptifm belonging to the Englifli Church ; as godfathers and 
godmothers only prontife for the children who now are, while 
they engage, in their Covenant, for the. children who are ftili 
unborn. 
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own devifitrg, the Holy Communion, our Saviour's 
facred barrier between the precious and the viFe, 
is not fufficient without the intervention of a hu- 
man oath, and that too, fabricated in the diftraft- 
ed days of general perfecution, in which' people 
\^wed again ft each other more in the language of 
Turks than of Chriftians. 

But what is moid to be latnented is, that all this 
bigotry and contradledtiefs of fpirit, (hould fubfift 
among thofe who are the firmeft friends to the 
truths of the Gofpel ; and confequently fhould be 
the moft richly adorned with the patient and for- 
bearing mind that was in Chrift Jefus! No fet of 
men upon the earth have contended more earneftly 
for the faith once delivered to the faints^ than the 
Seceders. Go wherever you will, into any Seced- 
ing chapel, and you are fure to hear the Gofpel.* 
How much then is it to be regretted, that fuch 
good people (hould (hut up themfelvcs from others 
who precifcly aim at the ])romu!gation of the fame 
glorious truths with them, and (houjd have fp dif- 
graced their own caufc by falling out fo dreadfully 
among themfclves, about matters fo trivial and ab- 
furd. 

* Is it true what report fays, fonic exceptions are to be made 
among the generous, liberal minded lUiicf P 

• But, 
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But, blefled be God, I truft a better day begittf 
to dawn upon thofe good people. Notwithftari'd- 
ing thefe reftridipns I have already mentioned, 
Jiow kindly many of the Burghers received me, while 
many others, with all poffible afFedlibn, after a little 
converfation, feemed only to lament the cxiftenceof 
fuch rules as keep Chriflians apart from each other. 
And while the generality of our Antiburgher bre- 
<thren, even yet, keep up a more formidable dif- ' 
tance from their brethren in Chrift than others ; 
while as a body, they do fo much credit to the 
Gofpel, by the purity of their lives, we ftill hope 
a further luftre will be added to their name, by 
that liberality of fpirit fo well becoming the facred 
followers of the God of love. 

What a mercy, that in England vve have difco- 
vcred the myftcry, how allMinifters who preach the 
truth may mutually affift each other, without the 
leaft difordcr being created tliercby ! And what 
an addition will it be to the religions character of 
our nation, when the rigid laws of our Epifcopal 
Conftitution (hall relax ; allowing at Icaft, the occa- 
.lional labours of other Minifters, who have been 
decently and properly ordained to the Miniflry of 
the word ! While the Minifters of the JEnglifh 
>Church have a degree of liberty among themfclves, 
yet in this they are clofely reftrided. May fuch 
as arc blefled with Chriftian liberty, enjoy it with- 
out 
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cot licentioufneii^ that the Gofpel of our God may 
^^ have free courfei ran, and be glorified/' 

After fuch a difcuffion of the parties which have 
fo disfigured the Scottiih nation ; it may be afked^ 
will another fc& of Cbriftians come forward and 
ptx^duce a better llandard, to which the people 
would do well to refort ? If they do, I will be bold 
to prophefy, they would throw the completed damp 
over all the favourable appearances of the prefent 
times. Mere feft-making, never anfwcrs but for the 
day, and after the ipirit of the poor defign is ex- 
haufted, all muft dwindle into formality. Surely in 
Scotland, they have had expcdence quite fufiicient, 
from different party contcfls, to refift fubmiiEon 
to any further attempts, though fuch fhould bring 
it forward with all the fblcmn fpiritual grimace of 
— « Thus faith the Lord." 

For how many parties have already gone both 
before and after us, who have been thoroughly 
convinced that their different church government* 
were the only ones authorized by Scripture, though 
each as contrary to the other, as contraries could 
be. 

So fays the Holy Church of Rome, and as fhe 
iias decreed herfclf to be infallible, (he muft be 
dght of pourfe; though the fink of crror^ and the 
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YiQ{{ of every abominabk delufidn. Next come 
forward feme of our reformed Epifcopal Go* 
Tcrnments. Thefe alfo claim a fort of fpipitual mo- 
nopoly of fatvation, exclufively for their member^ 
paffing the fentence of eternal damnation on all 
fuch delinquents as reje<3: this difciplinc. In- 
ftan.ce the language 6f our firft High-Churchmcm 
foon after the Reformation ; during the latter end 
of the reigft of owr, Brittjh SvJomon^ Jzvnts L 
Since then, the Nonjurors andOisiford Hutchinfoni- 
ans. ; and lafidf all,.tbat redoubtable High-Churich- 
59an, the Rev. Charles Daubeny, tafiU up the rear^ 
devoutly gives up all difienters from Epifcopacy, 
to tl>e " uncjovenanted mercies of God/' 

The next claimants to a jure divino govenr-» 
ment, were the Prcibyterians. They could fee as 
clear as day light that all their four CMrch Courts 
were to be found in the New Teftament, though it 
has puzzled others to find half as many ; while I 
believe much of that fupcrftru^ure was built on 
the platform of primitive Chriftianity. That the 
primitive Chriftians did meet in connedled bodies, 
and that the individual churches fubmitted to the 
general deciiion is plain enough ; but that there 
were all thefe Churci Courts and each of thefo 
one above another, I fuppofe muft be acknowledg* 
ed as nothing better than a human invention from 
a divine (xiginaL 
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Fbiirthly, the Independents fay tbcy can bring' 
ftrortgcr arguments dill, than any which have ever 
gone before them ; and that too, is aflerted by fomc 
of them with a confiderable degree of pofitivenefs 
on their own behalf, that their government was pre- 
cifely the determined plan of the Lord Jefus, the 
great Head of the Church. Others may obferve, 
as it was a difcipline newly invented, ib by argu- 
ment from Scripture it has been but ill fupported* 

The Baptifts^ of the ftridler fort, have alio pre- 
cifely determined, that not one (ingle Chriftian 
upon earth, if next to an Angel, has a right to 
Chriftian communion, unlefs baptized ; or, as we 
fuppofe, re-baptized, according as they conceive the 
prefcript rtiode of the word of God : and they 
wonder that we cannot fee matters as clearly as 
themfelvcs. But wonders never ceafc. 

I blefs God, however, for the credit both of ou^ 
Independent and Baptifl: brethren, that they nevet 
were as yet . favoured with the civil fword; for I 
would not have ventured to pafs my word, for 
them more than for others, that they would not 
have perfeciited alfo, had. they. been intoxicated 
by civil power. The beft of men are but men at 
the beft*. 



* It lias been faid, the Independents once had the civil fword 
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As, however, 1 have rhade fome free remarks on 
the different parties in the North ; I beg pcrmif- 
lioij to come a little nearer home. Nor arfi I at all 
fearful to tread this ground, as I am fatisfied my only 
faim is to invalidate the weak prctenfions of the 
bigot of every party ; and to convince Chriftians 
in general, private difcipline ftill being pr^ferved, 
that, they are, or ought to be, one in Chrift JefuSi 
Now I conceive Jiri£^ independency to be the ^n*- 
fiburgherifm of tht Sbuihi 

Without the leaft referve, I therefore make ibme 
remarks upon the origin and government of thii In- 
dependents properly fo called, which are by no 
meaps fo applicable to others, who inconfiftently 
aflume the name, but deferve a bettei*. 

So far a,s 1 can trace the origin of this rieW inode 
of difcipline, fbarcely a (hade of it exifted in any ec- 
clefiaftical hiftorian whatever, till toward the latter 

' and yet did not peffecute. I afk when ? it is anfwered duriiif 
the ufurpation of Oliver's days, for Oliver was an IiidepeAdent| 
and a Preibyterian alfo, When it bcft fervcd his turn. But dur- 
ing^ all that time the Church continued Prefbyterian, though Oli- 
ver, that he might pleafe all parties, was an enemy tQ periecu- 
tion, and flattered all by turns. In this he individually ihaoied 
ihany who went before him, but nothing of this proves that the 
Independents, as a bodyj- poflcflcd the civil fword* 
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end of the ttign of James the Firft. Mr. Henry Ja- 
cob privately colIe6led a congregation on that plan 
in 1616. Thefe, from the perfecuting fpirit of the 
times, could on-ly keep up their difcipline from 
houfe to houfe ; but when the fpirit of perfecution 
began tobeconfiderably controled, towards the lat- 
ter end of the reign of Charles the Firft, this de- 
nomination, between twenty and thirty, years after- 
wards, began to make a more public appearance. 
I account, therefore, for this mode of government^ 
if lefs from the Bible, yet more from the times*. 

Now itftiould be remembered, that in thofe un- 
happy days, as we have before obferv^d, two 
Church governments had entered the field of battle 
with all the civiJ authority whicbeach could procure. 
No wonder, therefore, that the Preachers of both 
fides of thequeftion too much forgot their meflage,. 
and preached up ecclefiaftical polity^ infljead of the 

* We hear indeed, previous to their more regular fettlement 
as a body, of the miniflerial labours of Robert Brown, of Rut- 
landftiire, a man of good htmily. From him' the Independents 
were originally called ** Brownifts;'*' but it were a HeAection to 
entail his name on the prefent body of that denomtOAtion ; as 
Robert Brown, after he had fufi^red much from the perliKiitin|( 
fpirit of the day, turned an entire apoftate from his original pix>- 
feffioft; received orders and preferment in theEftabliihed Churchy 
and <ini(hed his apoftacy from his^ principles by a veiy idle an4 
diifolute life. 
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GofpqJ of our falvation. This was naturally pro- 
du6live of another extreme. The real, retired, plain 
Chriftians aflembled among themfelves, and wifely 
fliut their ears againft thefe, unprofitable cabals. 

Rather than fubmit to fuch a tirefome and tur- 
bulent miniftry, they attempted to better thcmfelves 
as well as they could. They therefore fought for 
the bcft and pureft men from among themfelves, 
to give the word of exhortation. Many of their 
firft preachers were doubt) efs illiterate and low ; 
but tinkers, taylors, coblers, &c. proved better 
Preachers, with the grace of God in their hearts, 
than the angry political Preachers of cither party 
in thofe unfortunate days. Afterwards many of 
the characters who joined them were very learned 
and refpcAable men. Thefe unhappy events led 
them to a feparation ; and this feparation they found 
neceflary to reduce into a iyftem, and confequently 
like all others, as well as they could, they attempt- 
ed to fandlion their fyftem from the word of God. 

Now in regard to the internal government of 
every Church, it muft be congregational ; and I 
know of no Churches but what are fo, where there 
is any real government at all, whether Me- 
thodiil, fo called, Moravian, Quaker, or Preibytc- 
nan. Such^ therefore, as wifh rather to cbufe the 
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term congregational, xife an expreffion not*iuf^ 
ficiently defcriptive of their government, all others 
being equally fo with them : they, therefore, are 
flriiftly independent. For, according to them, ^ 
body of Chriftians, voluntarily colledlcd together, 
have nothing to do as a church with any other 
body but their owd, though even of the fame de-> 
jiomination : and it is by the mere vote of the elec- 
tive body that fuch a gifted brother is ordained; 
and what they did in thus ordaining, they can at 
pleafure again undo by reje<fting. If others after- 
, wards eleA him, he is again a Minifter; and if again 
rejedled, he is again ftript of his ofpCQ ; — ^nd this 
may take place a hundred times. 

Further, it is their idea that it is unlawful for a 
Minifter to hold communion with any people but 
his own, reftriding the admin iftratiori of ordi- 
nances atone to the people who ele6led him to the 
office.*— The very quinteflence of Anti-burgherifrrt 
fiiblimated and double refined ! ^or jis the inter- 

♦ Upon tlie death or deprivation of a Minifter, it is an expref- 
fion of their's to fay, their Church is in " a widowed ftatc;'* fo 
that to receive the Comnriun ion from any other Minifter till mar- 
ried to them by the choicie of the congregation, is an actof fpU 
ritual adultery. I once prefTcd home upon a good man, rigid for 
that difcipline, how far the metaphor was fcriptural and juft^ 
#ind foon found that I prefled rather too hard. All, however, 
are not fo rigid, but this is the ftrid independent fcntiment.'^ 

ference 



( i38 ) 

ffcrence of Miniftcrs at all neceflary even for t&eit 
ordinations, only as their gifts and abilities may 
put a glofs upon the bufinefs befofe the congrega- 
tion which attends* Their members, iri fome re- 
l^e^ls, may be fomewhat lefs reftridled than their 
Minifter, as they are at times permitted to be oc- 
cafional communicants, if admitted by the fuffrage 
of the people — ^the Minifter having equal autho- 
rity with an old woman on thefe permiffive occa- 
fions, 

Now, what conclufion is to be drawja from this 
reftridled mode of difcipline ? Why, that no 
churches but their, own have a Chrifl'iaa Miniftry 
throughout the world ; though the Minifter may 
have lived like an angel, have preached the Cofpei 
for half a century, and have brought a thoufand 
fouls to Jefus Chrift. And fhould fuch a Minifter 
chufe to end his days with them, nothing of his 
former ordination is to be confidered. There is 
. no ordination but merely the people's choice. 
While thus they fo freely ufe the knife of amputa- 
tion, refpedling the office poflefled by all other Mi- 
nifters throughout Chriftendom bpt their own ; 
in demanding fuch a re-ordination they have 
little reafon to complain of the Church of Eng- 
land or of Rome itfelf, in exa6ling a iijmilar re-prdi- 
ination for all who were not before epifcopally oV- 

dained. 
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Bat in what part of the word of God is this 
new method of orditiation by the mere eledlion of 
the people fo rigidly enjoined ? Of two elections 
only we are informed in the New Teftament, the 
one that of Matthias, the other the eledlion of the 
feven Stewards, commonly called Deacons; it 
will puzzle the wifeft heads among them to find a 
third. 

A ftri6l Independent congregation is therefore a 
complete fpiritual republic. All other republics are 
incomplete. In thofe they a<ft by their reprefenta- 
tives. But in this youngfters and old ladies all adl for 
themfelves. They neither have, nor can they have 
Rulers, Ovcrfeers, or Elders, for each has a pofitive 
right to rule, to overfee, and to control the con- 
duft of his own Miniften As to Elders, the no- 
vice ranks with thiem the moment he is admitted. 
The Minifter is the fpeaker, and only the fpeaker, 
of their Spiritual Houfe of Commons^ for in other re- 
fpedls he is juft like the Pope, though by the rule of 
rcverfe, fervus fervorum^ he is without a vote for 
himfclf, and without any poffibility of redrefe. 

I have, however, apologized for this govern- 
ment. It ismodern, and it was ill digefted in trou- 
blefome times. It is to be lamented, therefore, 

that 
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that thefc Spiritual republicans fliould have been 
branded as political republicans alfo. They 
were only driven into this extreme of church 
government by the ftrefs of the times. Since then 
they have received fuflicient proof, that under a li- 
mited monarchy, their fpiritual republics are tho- 
roughly prote<Sed and preferved. This has ren- 
dered them loyal fubjedls to our conftitutional go- 
vernment, which, for above a hundred years, on 
every emergency, they have ftrongly evinged.* 

But, perhaps, it may be faid, the feparation and 
independency of the churches naturally demanded 
this difcipline. But this is running too fad ; for we 
would next alk. Where is the feparation and inde- 
pendency of the churches to be found in Scripture ? 
I am fure not in the A6ts of the Apoftles, where we 
have frequent meetings of the whole body in ccwi* 
nexion. They aflembled conne<5tedly, they cod- 
fulted conneiSledly, and they adled according to 
the judgment of the connected body. See Afts xi. 
and XV. &c. &c. But when it is added, it was not 
a few, but the whole Church that was confulted : 
it would be very difficult to fhew how many were 
confulted among the multitude, the many thou- 
fands of them that then believed, and met at the 

* When we fpeak of a gmersl body, it mud be admitted, that 
there may be individual chara&ers of a difiPerent complexion 
from the body at large. 
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fame time. But this would be nothing to tie pu#- 
pofe ; for while fometimes we hear of the Affiles 
and Elders, at other times the brethren are meif- 
tioncd as a part of the congregated body, upon 
the very face of the bufinefs, this will never lead 
to the idea of feparated and independent com- 
munities. And the word Church itfelf, in iny opi- 
nion, ftands more in the way of* common fenfe 
than moft words befides. For what does it, after 
all, mean ?— a mere gathering together. The very 
fame word is applied to meetings of Heathens. and ^ 
Jews, and a mere mob, as well as an aflemblage of 
Chriflians. And whether in larger or fmaller bodies', 
theyftill congregated; and a congregation, whethcf 
fmall or great, in Scripture, is ever tranflated in on6 
fenfe achurch. Nothing, therefore, could be there- 
by determined. It is enough to prove thatthey met^ 
confulted, and a6led together in thofe days; there- 
fore they evidently appeared not to be independent^ 
but united. And confequently it is not to be won- 
dered at that the ordinations of thofe days prefented 
another afpedl than thofe now pradlifed among thcJ 
Independents : for we find the Apoftle Paul dire6l» 
Titus,* without the Icaft ceremony, and without re- 

♦ I do not know what our Independent brethren fay about 
the direction given to Titus, to fet things in order, without 
ever hinting at the call of the Church, though I don't doubi 
^re is a method of explaining it away» 

ferring 
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ferring to the choice of people, to ordain Elders, 
Overfeers, or Bi(hops,(terms evidently fynonymous) 
in every city, which would have been contrary to 
all common fenfe, if they had a fcriptural and ex- 
clufive right to ordain them among themfelves by 
their mere eledlivc voices; tmrefs it can be proved, 
that two appointments to the fame office, by diffe- 
rent perfons, ire better than one * 

Equally conclufive, I conceive, is' that paflage, 
Eph. iv. 11. -to the fame point. He gave fbme 
not only Apoftles and Prophets,, now granted to 
be non-exiftent, but alfo other officers which ftill 
exift, and muft exift fo long as Chrift has a church 
on the earth, Evangelifts, Paftors, and Teachers. 
But afierwards it maybe faid, t\\Qy might have 
been cledled by the people. This prefumptihe 
evidence proves nothing ; for others have as great 
a right to fay they might not have been fo elected, 
and with greater probability, as the Scripture , 
fpeaks nothing about fuch an eledtion. And again, 
if God the Holy Spirit firft made them, and the 
people afterwards only chofe them, their creation 

*.It will prefently be invcftigated how far all thefe EWci-s were 
public teachers; the argument, however, is conclufive among 
thofe who fuppofe they were ; and whatever their office might 
have been, Titus was commanded. to appoint them« without the 
moll diftant reference to the people's choice, though fuch a choice 
might virtually have be^n confulted. 

T €Ould 
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could not be In the choice^ unlefs things can bcr 
created after they exift.* 

Havingthrown thefe fcwthoughts together^ what 
eonclufion is to be drawn from all thoie variqus 

* That I might know the utmofl which could be faid on thb 
fubjed, I confulted good Dr. Guife, one who was much for 
cramping the Gofpel Minifhy, according to the rules of ftrift 
Independent difciplincy as being alfo one of the mod fpiritual 
and wife of that denomination* He fays, on the Apoftle direft* 
ing Titxis to ordain Elders in every city, that they JbouU&e 
chojen by common fuffrage. Now this I call an interpolation. But 
as that text certainly does not hefp him out, he refiers to Ads xx* 
9%, where Paul fent for the Elders, and only the Elders of 
Ephefus, probably wiihing that the younger ones, and e^iedally 
the women, might remember his advice to* be keepers i^ home. 
Now why this valuable commentator referred to this paflage I 
am at a lois to determine, when it is exprefsly faid, the B^ Gbeft 
meuie tbem cverjeers. Now if the Holy Spirit Jid^ the people's fuf- 
frage J/V no/. 

Thenhe refers us to i Pet v. a. " Feed the flock of God which i* 
among you ; taking the overfight thereof, not by conflraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." Now 
what this text has to do with thefuffrage rf the people making the 
Mntftas r am as much at a k>fs to difcover, as I ihouid have 
been had the Dodh)r quoted fronl Exedus xvi. 3.6* ** Now 
an omar is the tenth part of an ephah," 

To-be fiore the ApofUe adds the prohibition not to^lord ir over 
God's heritage ; but this prohibition to the M iniflers not to lord 
it over the people, has no more to do about the bufinefs of elec* 
tion, than if he had prohibited the people from lording it over 
tbeir Miniftersw 
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eontentbns among Chriftians, each of them having 
been alternately convinced that their*s was pre- 
cifely the order which God had decreed for the go- 
vernment of his houfe ? Why, I verily believe, 
^nd wi&r heads than mine have thought thefatne, 
that n<Hhing was precifdy determined, but that 
we arc referred to general rules, and that theft 
were brou^t forward juft a« circumftanccs de- 
manded. The community of goods, the wafhing 
the feet of the difciples, the attendance at the 
feafts of love, wei?e adopted as the cafe required- 
But tfaefe having in them nothing of the nature 
of appointed ftanding ordinances, atid not being 
fupportedby an exprefs command, were after- 
wards omitted. There was no law^ ooofequently 
there was no tranigreffion. They might be 
dropt, thcrefiwe, without any difobedience to the 
Pivine Diredlor. 

This, notwithftanding the nearer we a6l ac- 
cording to the primitive precedent, the more we 
may expe£l the bleffingof the Great Head of the 
Church upon our labours. Under fuch confidera- 
Itions, what was the natuie of the primitive Mi^ 
^iftry, as repealed in tbe word of God ? , 

What, for inftance, was the chara<5ler or office of 
OTi Apoftle ? Was it only for the time then being? 
^does it now cea& to exift ? I controvert not the 
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point. But this I ferioufly maintain : If we are not to 
have Apoftles, it is impoffible that the Church can 
live, or be enlarged, unlefs we have men of an apof- 
tolic fpirit. I quote that' text, the landing order 
of the Lord Jefus, which all his Minifters, more or 
lefs, as circumftances may direft, are bound to 
keep in view. " Go ye forth, into all the world, 
anji preach the Gofpel to every creature :" entail- 
ed on the Church to its lateft ages, by a promife 
of an immediate vouchfafementof a Divine influ- 
ence — " I am with you always, even to the end. of 
the world." Every Minifter will have enough, and 
more than enough, to do among the ignorant and 
profane of his vicinage, if he has a heart to under-* 
take it. Now whatever cramping rules fome people 
may adopt, Iby fuppofing that no man is a Minifter, 
unlefs over the little body whoele6ted him, or what- 
ever other reftricling laws, to prevent the Lord's 
meflengers from " doing the work of Evahgelifts, 
and making full proof of their miniftry," ^^ by being 
inftant in feafon and out of feafon,'' tUey do in-r 
finite mifchicf to the caufe of Chrift. I afk, what 
is to be done among thoufands at home, virtually 
without the Gofpel, and tens of thoufands in 
Hciithen lunds, if men of this fpirit are not ever t^ 
exift in the Church of Chrift ? 

Surely, therefore, men far fuperior. to thofe ;Of 
the paftoral office muft be raifed up, in.every ^g^j 

^ Wen 
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men who can prove they are even " more than MI- 
nrfters of Chrift, in labours more abundant, in 
ftripes above mcafure, in prifons more frequent^ in 
deaths often."* 

Now nothing' appears to me fo detrimental to 
the fpread of the Gofpel, as when the work of the 
Miniftry is fettered by human inventions, by what- 
ever denomination thefe inventions may be adopted. 

Equal .mifchief I conceive to be done by the 
proud demands of fome of the high Epifcopallans, 
who conclude a man to be as criminal before God, 
as were Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, if he fhould 
prefume-to preach, unlefs previoufly fent by |;hem ; 
while, perhaps without any great breach of charity, 
the Chriftianity of the ordamer and of the ordained 
may be equally liable to fufpicion. Now I do verily 
believe the whole work of making Minifters refts 
with God alone. And while one party affirm it is by 

• God blefs our regul*- Independent brethren with thefe 
proofs of thejr Miniftry. Perhaps tjiis may be a proof to us alfo 
that we muft correct ourfelves in having faid that they received 
their Miniftry not frona the Lord, but fronri man ; as the voice 
of the people confers the office. I declare, however, how glad I 
fliould be, if in my powei', to run a thoufand miles, with a plaf- 
ter in my hand, either to heal the broken head, or lacerated back 
from the ftripes received above meafure for their holy and zea- 
lous attempts to bring the unruly multitude to the knowledge of 
Cp4 ^ur^ayiour^ 

* ^ the 
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the people"* eIe6Hon, and another by ibe power of 
ordination of Prefbytcrs or Biftiops, the JLord will 
give his people to know that the Holy Ghoft is the 
only maker of every fpiritual church oflSbcer,* and 
that ordination was nothing but an apoftolic infli-^ 
tution^ giving the right hand of &How(hip to thofe 
who were previoufly ordained or fent of God. And 
inftead of fuppofing that the people's ehoice made 
the Miniftcr^ the people (hould have nothing to 
do in choofing the Minifter, as their private paflor, 
til! he be 6rft ordained or appointed by God. And 
while it is readily admitted that the pafloral charge^ 
over fcparate bodies, mull be kept up, and fhould 
in common fenfe be referred to the choice of the 
, people, yet this is not to be conceived as the priuti^ 
cipal and main deiign of the Minifiry, in any age of 
the Church ; and when onceaMinifter of CKrift has 
proved himfelf that facred charader by bis gifts and 
graces, he Ihould be univerially received as fuch in 
8|I1 theChurches of Chrift, whercver.in divine Provi- 
dence he may be wanted or caIled,howcver the rotten 
prohibitory rule, it is againji the order ef our Churchy 
inay be in the way, in oppofition to the ftanding 
order of the Holy Spirit, I write the more freely 
igaipil this f^ntim^^nt^ as I am fure it has done 

abun* 

^ I vtrily belteva alfo, that the ofiicr of a DeMOffjfo called, 
is bqt Kttle underftood, if not entirety mifunderflood, in many 
pf our diijSuuin^ coogregatioot. What tbeie reaUy were, and Iumt 
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abtradancc of harm ^ and am happy that imm§ 
the more liberal-minded Independents, there is d 
better and a more enlarged fpirit. Still will I fitlj; 
for them, myfelf, and others. 

Let names, and feds, and parties fatly 
And Jefus Chrift be all in all. . 

Now nothing proves a fa<ft like experience. In 
England, through the mercy of God, we have of 

late 

far diflifiA officers from others, perhaps may better be under* 
ftood by the fequek 

The word Ataxojtoo'y though in very frequent ufe, is oilly 
tranflated Deacon in two places in the New Teftament ; once in 
X Tiiii, ill. where the word is carried through the chapter ; 
and in Paul's dedicatory addrefs to ,the Philippian Church, but 
never once mentioned in A&s vi. which is generally fuppofed to 
contain an account of the firft creation of that order of Church 
•fficers. But if we look into circumftances as they then cx- 
ifted, they were certainly widely different from what are now 
before us. Then they had all things common; and at their 
feafls of love, they lived together as in a common hall ; the 
times of perfecution then direfting them to the temporary de- 
dication of their property, that they might live and die to- 
gether as fufferers in the fame caufe. 

Now I conceive thefe feven Stewards were appointed fimpiy 
to take care of thofe concerns, under fuch circumftances as then 
exifled ; and Jerufalem feemed to be the principal place of their 
itefignation, as we do not hear of the like officers being ap« 
pointed to other Chriftian congregations. 

Neverthelefs it is moft fully admitted officers Hke thefe will 
ever b» needed iu every ChrHlian community, though tiie cafes 

majr 
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late been given upto an old apoftolic injundlion, m 
a meafure new revived, ^^ Exhort one another daily^ 
while it is called to-day." We have had a mul- 
titude 

may be diflimilar to tlve above, and naturally, as with theno, 
thefe will be referred to the people's choice. 

Now I really conceive, (Irange as it may apppear ! that the mif- 
takes refpt<^ing this office, among the Diflenters and others, arofe 
from a Popifh original ; that communion being ever fond of gar- 
nifhing their church by a multiplicity of officers, and pretended 
myftical ideas, adopted, in their vulgate Liatin tranflation, al> 
flrufe exprefCons, only calculated to miflead. Hence the word 
uapa)cX»3o(r, muft be by them tranflated Paiacletus, fo they have 
rendered it in Englifh Paraclete, in our tranflation, the Com- 
forter. ' So by the fame Popifli tranflatoi-s, only in the two in- 
ilances quoted above, we are treated with the barbarous word 
DeacoHy and our language knows nothing of the charader, but 
. as received from them ; the plain fimple meaning of the exprcf- 
fion being only minifter or fervant. Let the tranflation thca 
be undreflcd, and we fhall lofe our officer. Both for Bifhops 
and Deacons we have nothing, but overfeers, and minifters or 
fervants, and the office of a fervant or minifter is no new 
creation. 

To illuftrate this : how prcpofleroufly would it have found- 
ed, had it been tranflated Chrift was made a Deacon of the cir- 
cumcifion, there tranflated minifter, Rom. xv. 8. And ftilf 
more fo, is Chrift the Deacon of fin? There alfo minifter, GaL 
ii. 17. Thus again Chrift fpeaks of his worfhippers,; •* Where 
I am, there fliall my Deacons be:" there rendered fervants, 
John xii. 26. St. Paul, fpeaking of civil magifti-ates, fays, *' He 
is the Deacon of God to thee for good,*' Rom. xiii. 4. People 
bttle think that the Lord Mayor of London is a Deacon^ or rather 
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titude of private meetings among ourfelvsfs, not to 
talk politics, and cabal againft government, tut for 
exhortation and prdyen By this primitive mode 
of procedure^ a great number of very valuable Mi* 

nifters- 

an Arch-deacon, Perad venture Phoebe, "a fervantof thcChwrch,** 
(hould, to have kept up this tranflation, been called a 
Deacon of the Church 5 and, if one word be better than an- 
other, fhe well deferved it. But it would have been a curioud 
founding tranflation indeed, had it been rendered, "Who then 
is Paql, or who is Apollos, but Beacons^ by whom ye believed?'* 
properly called Minifters, i Cor. iii. 5. Similar to this, 
*' Whereof I, Paul, am made a Beacon^^ that is, Minifter, Col, 
i. 23. and again, v. 25. *' And fo Tinwthy, the Grecian 
Biihop, is alfo called a Deacon,^^ ** If thou put the brethren in 
mind of thefe things, thou (halt be called a good Peacoa of Je« 
fus Chrift,'* better tranflated Minifter. See alfo i Theff. lii. a. 
So alfo, had our translators gone through with the coinage, and 
. rendered the verb A/«xoiciy, to deaconize^ they would have been 
nearly as prepofterous : for then it would have ran, " Peter's 
wife's mother having been heated of her fever, arofe and dea^ 
conized unto them," Matt. viii. 15. So it is faid, "Our conver- 
fation is to be always to the ufe of edifying, that it may deacon* 
ize grace to the hearers," Eph, iv. 29. The women who minit 
tered to our poor Saviour of their fubftance, that we through 
his poverty might be made rich, are faid to have deaconized unto 
him, inftead of adminiftered. And again, " The Son of roan 
came not to be deaconized unto, but to deaconize,'* Matt. xx. i8. 
And as a further proof of the clumfy ej9FeAs of this aukward, 
unmeaning, new invented word, even the damned themfelves 
are reprefented at faying, " Lord when we faw' thee fick, &c. 
and did not deaconize unto thee ?" Matt, xxvii. 55. And to finiih 
my criticifms on this fubje6l, Judas was a Deacon; unlcfs it can 
be proved that the pcrfon who docs the office is not th{ officer ; 
U i^ 
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niftf rs have been raifed up. Some from the army, 
others from the navy. We blefs God for the names 
of a Captain Scott, and a Captain Jofs ; for Captains 
niuy have tongues, and brains, and grace, as well 

for thus ftands the original word, " He was numbered with us, 
and obtained a part of this deaconjhip^^^ — A<a.xowa, more pro- 
perly Miniftry. And yet this diaconal office was the apoflolic 
office, Afts i. 25. brings this to a point : " that he,'* the elected 
perfon, Matthias, *' rtiay take this miniftry, deaconjbip^ and 
apoftlefliip, from which Judas by tranfgreffion fell.'* 

One blunder frequently involves another. Our tranflators of 
the Bible behig moftly High Churchmen, fuppofing that Epifco* 
pacy mufl be founded upon the apoftolic office, are pleafed to 
tonfer on this apoftolic deaconjhlp of Judas, the title of a 
biftioprick,* A^s i. 20. An unfortunate hit — for we hear of 
no other biftioprick befides this folitary one — ftiall I (ay 
it — belonging to the Right Rev. Father in God Judas Ifca- 
riot. Tricks upon words are tricks too common, and mere 
miftaken founds miflead their thoufands. Deacons, therefore, 
with fome are fuppofed to be new eftabliftied officers from the 
New Teftanjenr, though with moft of them fcarce a femblance 
of the original charader can be traced. " Why," faid once a 

* No rcfltftion either on the office or the titles of the Bifliop is dc- 
figned by the above expreffion. ■ But in a Church too much interwoven 
with the State, it is not improbable if a Judas was foynd amoog 
the purcft difciples of our Lord, fuch ihoukl appear in thefe later ages 
of the C!hurch. From the very bottom of my foul, I wifli that every 
individual among our prefent Right Reverends, and fome of diem I 
much rcfpeft, may be Aich as can teftify how far they have experienced 
that bleHeJ growth of grace in their own fouls, as to have rendered 
them from being <' babes in Chri(l, to be Fathers in God/* i John ii* 
13. And that th^y may *< by labours more abundant,^* *« having the 
care of all the Churches," give the fulled proof how well they further 
deferve tlie title they luftain of Fathers in God, by thoufands and tens of 
thoufands of fplritual children being born ^gain through their apoftolic 

grave 



( Mr ) 

as Doctors. And men of inferior ranks in the fame 
line, if not fuperior, have been equal to them in a 
wife conduft, ^ holy walk, and extended ufefulnefs 
m the miniftry of the word. Some I > could men- 
tion, eminent in trade, not lefs eminent, in the ^ 
miniftry of the word ; perhaps the more ufeful, as 
having an influence over their dependents. And 
though thefe were neither chofen by the people, 

grave Independent, " do you not organize your Church ac- 
cording to the prefcript rule of the word of God? '*— ** I truft 

we have." " Where then are your Deacons?^' " We have 

them in plenty; and they readily come forward in this office to 
minifter according to the primitive defign/* — "Why then do 
you not call them Deacons ?" — " Becaufe I dp not choofe to mif- 
lead the underftandings of others, to fet off the proud iiincies of 
certain organized Churches, by adopting a barbarous tranllation 
ufed but twice, probal^y out of forty times, and confequently cal- 
culated only to miflead. As a proof of this, only look at fuch as 
' are in general now called Deactms ; and let it be afked, if 
they are any more like tlie minifters or fervants of the primi- 
tive Church, than the fpiritual lumber of too many of our ca- 
thedral and collegiate churches are to be compared to the pure 
?iid holy preachers of the word of life in the firft ages of Chrif- 
tianity." 

Let the language be changed into that which is literally fcrip- 
tural, according to the plain fenfe of the Bibl6, by adopting the 
words Sei-^ant^ or Minijlcr^ inftead of fubmitting to the Popifli 
trick played off upon 'the Diffenters, and others, by the term 
Deacon; then, inftead of the Minifter and his Deacons^ it becomes 
.the Mipi/ler and his Semfants^ or his Mini/iers^ ]\xi\. the fame name 
with his own. And it is ^ell, if he does not lofe fomething of 
the importance of his office-chara<Eler by the bargain. Such are 
the charms which belong to words, and futh are the belkvether 
^fFedts among all mere fedts and parties upon the earth. 

U 1 ^^^'^ 



( us ) 

nor fet over them againft their will> yet accepted 
ordination from the general confent of the Church 
of Grod in thofe {>arts, and proved excellently ufeful 
in their day and generation. Others alfo (hall I 
mention ? Stone-mafons, butchers, weavers, taylors, 
{hopkcepers, and (hocmakers, and a certain tinker 
who lived a century and a half ago*, all of whom 
gave fufficient evidence that grace, good fenfe^ 
and a ibund knowledge of the word of God, 
may fo far poilefs the minds of plain mecha- 
nics, as to render them abundantly ufeful, at leaft 
itmong thofe of their own fphere, if not of equal 
abilities to attack the proud ones, among the more 
learned of the day. Though they came not ^^ with 
excellency of fpccchj^f'and of wifdom," and though 
their '^ fpcech and their preaching was not with 
the enticing words of man's wifdom,** ypt it came 
to the hearts of the people ^^ in demonftration of 
the fpirit and of power.*' 

Nor do I know that there was any haim done 
to the caufe q{ religion, when the proud Scribes 

• The Right Rev. JBfJhop Punyan^ who was quite the apoftje o£ 
Cambi idgefhire, and Bcdfordihire, aod though a Baptifl, ad- 
mitted all to rpiQnauiiiOn with him whom he believed to be the 
children of God. 

t Even Paul hinifelf, with all his ability, renounced this 
tLy\t oi preaching for this- important reafon, '< Ijsfl their faith 
fliould fland in the wifdom lof man, and not in the power of 
God;? 

and 
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atid Pharifbes difcovcred that Fdtt tod Johri^ two 
fifliermcn by trade, were ^* unlecttned and igno-. 
rant* mfen," when at the fame time they aftcd in 
fuch a manner that their very eneltnies were coti*. 
ftrained to take notice of them, that *' they had 
been with Jefus." 

Let this be exeqiplified by one inftance, out of 
a thoufand. A certain farmer, once well known 
to me, not like John Bunyan in one refpedl ; for 
John, before converfion, -was proverbially wicked 
and profane; but the farmer was always moral, yet 
ignorant of the Gofpel. By reading fome of the 
fermons of the late Mr, Romaine, he was called to 
the knowledge of the truth. The farmer was a 
man of good fetife and great integrity ; and he 
now conceived his domeftics fhould not live with*- 
out family worfhip* In his kitchen, the Bible was 
always as much in fight as the hacon-rack ; and 
when he read the Bible to them, he could not but 
exprefs the fimple feelings of his heart. He wept, 
and they wept in concert. And in prayer he found 
he was not wanting in " the fpirit of grace and oif 

* AyfdfAtJMTot 9^ ihuTKty unlettered, and even ideots, or home- 
born, ruflics. The fame accufation the proud ones of Corinth 
urged againft Paul himfelf. They faid his fpeech was con- 
temptible,-— e ^oyoo" iiw9er/ifMwa\ good for nothing. Paul and 
his aflbciates are further accufed, like Peter, as being i^wmo-. 
ifrru Xoyu^ bonie-born in fpeech. 

fupplica- 
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fupplications.** Thus being enabled to tell his own 
wants before • his family, they began to find out 
their wants alfo. This, anfwered the end. The 
family was filled with furprize, and they furprized 
their neighbours, who ftole in to partake of this 
worfliip. The modeft farmer refitted the call. He 
had a gracious fitter, who charged him not to fight 
againft Gk)d, for that others, befides his own fa- 
mily, were benefited by their attendance. The 
farmer fubmitted ; yet be was no enthufiaft, but 
a folid, pious thinking man, and had a good know- 
ledge of his Bible ; and no man of good fenfe, 
though he has neither Greek, Latin, nor logic, will 
ever talk nonfenfe. Thus^he commenced a preacher, 
and was wonderfully bleflfed ; quite the apoftle, 
the reformer of the neighbourhood. The, generous 
public fpieedily accommodated the farmer with a 
convenient place of worfhip, in a town in which 
the Minifter of the Ettablifhment was the only Mi- 
nifter, and he a glutton and drunkard in the ex- 
treme. The farmer was folemnly ordained to the 
paftoral, or epifcopal charge if you will, and the 
communion among them was very ferioufly and 
largely attended. 

In Wales inftances of this kind have been rer 
markably common, by a variety of the fame fort of 
inftruments ; a people rude and uncultivated have 

been 
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fceeii more than civilized ; they have been evange- 
lized thereby.* 

Now I humbly conceive juft in this way. God 
raifed his Minifters in primitive times, that any 
one who had an ability might ufe it for the in- 
ftrudlion of others. The office mentioned in the 
fikth of the A6ls was quite, remote from that of a 
preacher ; for they were appointed merely for tern- 
poral concerns; to take care of the monies ofthofc 
who had fold their pofleffions, and to ferve the 
tables while living together in common halls, 
that the Preachers, or Apoftles, might be more 
at liberty, and yet two of them were j^reaching 
ftewards.-f- I believe alfo with the Church of 

* I prefent the reader with an obfervation from Archdeacoa 
Pailey. ♦« After men became Chriftians, much of their time 
was fpent in prayer and devotion, in religious meetings, in cele- 
brating the eucharift, in conferences, in exhortations, in preach- 
ing, in affectionate intercourfc with one another, and corref* 
pondence with other focieties. Perhaps their mode of life in its 
form and habit was not unlike the Unitas Fratrum, or of modern 
Methodifts." Pailey's Evidences, vol. i. p. 38. 

So that Archdeacon Pailey fuppofes the Methodifts and Unit- 
ed Brethren or Moravians, are now ading among nominal 
Chriftians, as the primitive Church a^ed among real heathens. 
We thank him for the obfervation. He has put us in good com- 
pany. It is.to be hoped, after fuch authority, we fliall not be 
jcalled modern enthufiafts. 

f Stephen was well known to be one of thofe preaching Stc- 
wanJs, andPhilip was the A poftle of Samaria; por do we find 
that the Apoftles were angrj'that another of the Stewards (hould 
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Scotland that all Elders were not Prcachcn?, 
though probably when they rtiet in mutual com^ 
munion they were among the number of thofe 
who " exhorted each other," but nothing farther. 
** Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of 
double honour, especially they who labour in the 
word and do6\rine/* Now notwithftanding the dif* 
torted attempts to prove from this text; that all in* 
(lead pf fome of them only were Preachers, I hardly 
think any one will fay there were as many Paftors 
or Preachers as Elders, cfpecially as mentioned in 
the Ephcfian or Philippian congregations*. 

Elders, moreover, is thecommon word for feniors, 
of Jews, Gentiles, or Chriftians, and only relates 
to feniority of age or influence ; hence John and 
Peter are called Elders, though Apoftles. I can- 
not find therefore that Elders ex-officio were ne- 
ceflafily Preachers ; though I believe many of them 
did preach. And I am much more confirmed in 
my opinion by the advice given to thefe Elders or , 
Overfeers, there tranflated Bifhops,' by Paul in his 

run about as an Itinerant Preacher ; but, on the contrary, they 
at Jerufalem fent Peter arid John to help him in the work. • 

* Some good people who met in the North, rigid for Ind^pen-' 
dency, thought they had proved that all Elders were Preachers, 
by afking if aJ! Preachers were not Elders ; the firft propofition 
being granted, it was fuppofed the other would follow in 
courfe. It is juft as readily granted, that all Kings are men, but 
it \% not as eafily proved therefrom, that all men are Kings. 

fird 
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firft Epiftle to Timothy, chap. iii. the principal dc- 
fign of which fcems much more calculated to de- 
--lincate a C/hara<5ler civil arid domeftic, than that of 
the Miniftcr of the word/. Out of the lixteeii 
rules there laid down^ not' one expreflion has a 
look exclufivcly towards the Miniftry, but that An- 
gle word '^ apt to teach." And it- founds as odd 
to me, that men in the miniltcrial chtiraiSler (hould 
be advifed by Paul in thofc days not to be drunk- 
ards^ boxers, arid brawlers ; -tis it would be in thefe, 
if any aged Miniftcr fliould advife his junior 
brethren in the Miniftry not to be Jockies, Merry 
Andrews, or exhibiters on the public ftagc*. 

I know 

* Having already given the Reader a long note upon the office 
•f Deacon^ I ihall add feme further obfervations on that of 
the Elder, Thefe officers are no where mentioned as being alone 
OKiingle, but always as being many in every congregation. 
And they are evidently faid to be overficrs^ ruUrs, leaders. They 
are alfo mentioned feparately from the brethren. Their office 
more than once is defcribed as being diftin<ft from that of preach- 
ing, not only in Rom. xii. where he that ruleth is exprefsiy difv 
tmguilhed from him that exhorteth or tcacheth, but alfo in that 
paflage, before quoted, i Tim. v. 17. I believe, therefore, their 
office was to manage the internal matters of the Church, though 
they were ftill left at perfect liberty to labour in the word anddoc» 
trine J that the Apoftles and Evangelifts might go about preaching 
every where, " that*men Ihould repent ;" for, 1 confcfs, 1 find 
nothing in the NewTeftament which conveys the idea of a Icttled 
Minifter over a feparate congregation. I believe Hie primitive 
Preachers were almofl, if not altogether, itinerants. They were 
much influenced by the recent conduft of their Lord and Mailer, 

. X who 
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I know this ground will be confidercd as new, but 
J requeft the reader to take his Bible and ferioully 
pcrule the chapter, and afk whether the advice given 

who went about preaching throughout the cities and villages of 
Judea, the Gofpel of hit kingdom, while he had not himfeif an 
abode where to lay his head. 

Now, under fuch a difpcnfation, the office of Senior-j EUer^ 
6r Superintendantj was natural. And I was afloniihed recently on 
reading Dr.Owen on Churcli Government, that he, though quot- 
ed as the grand apologifl for the Independent Government, fully 
admits and ftrongly infills on the office of Elder as above menr 
tioned, while he equally contends for that disjointed and uncoq- 
nedled government which renders fuch congregations ftridly in- 
dependent. 

Now, I believe, upon a iimple review of the whole mat- 
ter, it n^ay be faid to lie thus before us. — The Churches, in 
regard to their own internal difcipline, were in a mcafure con- 
gregational ; fo even Dr. Owen calls it, though he talks as ftrong- 
ly as a Prelbyterian about Ruling Elders ^ fuppofing the Minit 
iler, from his office, to be one of that body, fiut thefe feparate 
companies, if it may be fo iliuftrated, while managing their own 
private concern^, were members of one and the fame city, unit-* 
ing and connefting themfelves into one bpdy; and that every 
Member or Minifter of aiiy Chriftian Community wds at home 
wherever he went. Suppofihg this to be the cafe, the Apoilles 
and Evangelifts, being engaged as Itinerants, the need of fuch 
Eiders and other fervants is naturally accounted for. 

And though much has been faid about fuch officers, as Apoflles 
f^nd Evangel ifts, being now extiniJl, I have already obferved, 
if their office exift not, the fpirit and defign of fuch offices 
ne^er can be f xtinA, while the Gofpel is " to be preached to every 
creature, even to ^he end of the world/* 

Notwithftanding what I have advanced refpe6ting primitive 
Itinerancy, thepafloral charge is the neceflary and natural refult. 

An4 
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lo thofe overfeers and fervants, called Deacons, 
whom I conceive to be nothing but the fi^bordinate 
charaTfters belonging to the fame office, is not fair-^ 
ly defcriptive of what much more becomes the be- 
haviour of thofe who are entrufted with the outward 
managemeiit of the af&irs of the Church, than with 
the public Preachers of the word of life. 

And whiie I have repeatedly pleaded for the people's choice on 
thefe occafions, declaring myfelf only a diffentient refpefting that 
choice conftitnting the Minifter, yet I rcqueft my Northern 
Brethren to remember, that fuch an eledion is no where expreff- 
\y revealed, and that every new revival of the work of God is 
ever promoted by a revival of the fpirit of Itinerancy. Great 
caution, therefore, from the filence of Scripture^ not only may, 
but fhould be ufed, for a variety of reafons, as far as their influ« 
ence can polfibly extend. 

Firft, let the people, at allevepts, be matured 16 know thePaftor 
they really need, and who he ought to be, and then let all due de- 
ference be given to their choice^ but to give a fet of raw difci-* 
pies, the mere offspring of the day, perhapsr the hafty produft of 
a few animated fermons, an idea that they have a right to chufe 
and make their ownMiniftcrs, is very injudicious. This evermuft 
b6 productive, as it ha? been in many cafes, of the mod extended 
evils; every encouragement being given them thereby, "after 
their own lulls to heap to themfelves teachers having itchrngears," 
and perhaps the mod loquacious upftart is to be the man. AH 
this isjuil as abfurd as to fiippofe that a fet of new recruit? arq 
immediatt-ly competent to nominate their own general, or a fet 
of mere fchool-boys to appoint their own mafter. At lead then 
let them wait till they have fufficient grace and ftability to chufe 
that pure and holy man who Hill wifties, notwithftanding his 
palloral charge, to do the work of an Evangelift, and, their choice 
may be a credit to themfelves, and a blefli^ptcrthe Church at lavgc 

X 2 • I know 
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I know alio, that this view of matters will con- . 
fidcrably lofirn the idea of minifierial importance, 
when the Preacher is found promifcuoufly among 
all forts of chara6lcrs. Nor fliall I regret the confe- 
qiicnce. Much mifchief is daily done by the falfe 
glofs put upon the Miniftry by moft of our confe- 
qucntial manufaclurcrs for this trade, and. God's 
own method of fending forth his labourers is 
thereby confidcrably impeded. 

^6omc, however, will fay, that fuch unbounded 
liberty will give fcope to unbounded lieentioufnefs. 
I aufwer it is no argument againft the ufe of any 
thing, that it is liable to abufe. But the obfer- 
, vation is entirely unjuft. For while it is admitted 
that fome ignorant, wortlilefs enthufiafls, will 
make the caufe of religion the pretext of their 
mercenary and wild defigns ; yet review our 
Univerfities^ and too many of our fafhionable i 
diflenting Academies. Can any thing equal the ig- 
norance and inattention of fome, the wickednefs 
and atrocity of eondudl exemplified by others; 
who are fent to thefe places that they may make a 
mere trade of the Church ? and inftead of fuppofing 
that fuch can be Chriftian Minifters, or the fup- 
porters of Chrifiianity, is it not next to a miracle 
that the bad lives of fuch Minifters have not long 

fince 
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t 

iincc been the caufe of the utter deftru6lion of the ' 
glorious difpenfation of Chriftianity itfelf ? 

We may next confider how much lefs liable to 
abufc is this liberty allowed by the word of God. 
They who take up religion as a matter of choice, 
are much more likely to be fincere, than others who 
take it up as a matter of mere profcflion. Such, 
therefore, as prefume to ferve them, are fure to 
be more narrowly watched, and arc lefs under the 
temptation to mercenary defigns. If any arife of 
a bad defcription, immediately as they prove thera- 
lelvcs to be fueh, they are in courfe neglc6ted, and 
fink into their native obfcurity and qontempt, 
while many a bafe hypocrite is kept in office by the 
payment he receives. But, on the othcr'hand, by 
the allowance ancij.)romotion of this liberty, many 
fair fine characters have arifcn, though not bred 
to the profeffion, who yet have maintained a very 
honourable ftation in the Miniftry of the Gofpel. 
By their private fortunes or fecular employments, 
they have maniteftcd a nobledifintereftcdncfsoffpi- 
rit, -and given full evidence that while fomc can fol- 
low religion as a trade for themfelves, there arc 
others, though preaching tradcfmen, who make no 
trade of preaching; and fully prove they have no- 
thing in view but the glory of God in preaching the 
Gofpel of our falvntion to a ruined world. 
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Do we then argue from hence againfi tli^ 
very cxiftcnce of our Univerfities and Acade-** 
niics, as being ufelcfs and dangerous ? Not a let^ 
ter have I hitherto dropt againft human learning 
in itfelf confidercd ; and confequently not againft 
the places in which it is promoted *. In point of 

outward 

* I have only hinted that fome Univerfities, fees of office 
being properly confidered, have rendered their honours fo very 
attainable, that, thereby, they may damage the fale of the com- 
modity, and then they muft reduce them perhaps to half-price^ 
efpecially as the times grow hard. 

Some years ago I received a letter from America, evidently 
written by a poor profeifional gentleman, being by occupa- 
tion, a traden' in Divinity ^ or, as fome more elegantly call it, the 
Science of Theology ; lamenting that, though he hoped by dfving ati* 
thcrity he was called to the Miniftry, yet for want oi a little hu^ 
man authority he could fcarce make both ends meet. 

He requefled me, therefore, that I would petition the board of 
DifTenters in London on his behalf, to fend him over fome hu- 
man autJjority^ to help him out in his bufinefs — a mahufaSurer 
in the Science of 7i&^o/o§;y.— Notwithftanding boards and benches 
are hard things to deal with, I attempted the arduous tafk, and 
regaled my fancy for half an hour in framing a letter to a re- 
{pe6lable friend who was fomewhat connected with that board, 

With all due deference, I lamented that a poor Minifter, with ' 
nothing hut a little di'vine authority 9 fliou Id be obliged to fend quite 
acrofs the Atlantic for the additional affiftance oi human authority^ 
I therefore humbly advifed, that our human authority gentlemen 
would compaflionate the cafe of our brethren ia America ; and 
that they- would be fo kind, from the plenitude of their power to 
conAitute another board of the fame fort on that part of the 

globe,. 
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outward civilization, I ftrongly plead for their exiftv 
ence ; and while, in a religious point of view, I 
lament their perverfion from the puritj' and fim- 
plicity of the Gofpel, by making men of no religion 
to adl a religious part by mere human rules and 
devices, their doors might ftill be opened to fuch 
as had given full evidence of their fpirituality and 
fitnefs for the work ♦. Without a principle and 
foundatipn, in vaip do- we give even a found ortho* 
dox creed in charge to the judgment, and in 
vain do we teach the ftudcnt to parcel out his 
text according to qertain cramped rules of logical 
difcuflion ; and in vain may the long and tirefome 
talk be committed to memory, that he may cheat 
the auditory as an extempore preacher ; his work 
will not only be miferable and irkfome to himfelf, 
but his miniftry alfo b^ dead and flat to the fouls, 
pf his hearers. 

globe, calling it the board of human authority. But had I then 
known with what eafe, and freedom, and good nature, the fame 
commodity is fo eafily to be obtained from us at home, I think I 
fliould fcarce have preferred my petition for fuch an eftablifti- 
ipcnt abroad. 

* The beft pf our DifTenting Academies in England allow ad- 
iniiTion to nope who have not firfl proved that they have both 
.gffts and grace for the work; and when this is afcertained, they 
fend them about to preach in the villages, fo far as is confifteiit 
with attention to their iludies. 

Not 
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Not that we are from one extreme to daih into 
another, and to fiippofe we are not to make the 
word of God in general, and the fubje<St of each 
fermon in particular, the matter of our deep medi- 
tation and prayer ; but let us borrow from man as 
much as wc may, without this holy, and I may 
fay natural, aptitude to teach, it were unnatural 
to cxpedt any fuch exertions as wiH diredl them to 
" be inftant in feafon and out of feafon," and " to 
fpcnd and be fpent for Jcfus Chrift." 

Two evils are the natural refult of thus snaking 
up men for the Miniftry. Many may be educated 
to a belief of the do6trines of Grace, without 
being converted to God by the grace of thofe 
dbdrines. Thefe undergo a {ort of a p/eucio fpiri- 
tual manufactory. They arc taught to 7nake 
prayers and fermons according to what is called 
an orthodox plan, while the fpirit and temper 
of the man renders him a dead weight, upon the 
Cciufe. From a want of fpirituality in himfelf, he 
overlooks the fame want in pthers. Hence the 
complaint which too generally, and I fear too juftly^ 
prevails, of conformity to the world among pro- 
feflbrs of religion. They can attend the aflembly, 
the card-table, and even that complete fynngoguc 
of Satan, the play-houfc itfelf, as all being confift- 

ciit 
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eht with their fort offaintjhip. They have difcdvef edl 
ah ealy way of reading thefe texts of Scripture, "Be 
riot conformed to this world, but be ye tl-ahsform- 
ed by the renewing of your minds.'* " Love not 
the world, nor the thing's that arc. in the world.*' 
And again] " Come out from among them and be 
y'efeparate, and touch not the unclean thing, and 
I will receive you ;" iarid niany other paflages which 
might be quoted. Thus the truths of Gdd are 
diigraced by the lax condu6l of profeflbrs, and the 
dodrine^ of the Gofpel are thereby brought into 
difrepute: 

Another rt^il I alfo dbnceive arifes from this 
method of education. It greatly cramps and 
fetters even good and fpiritual men in their ufeful- 
iiefs in the Miniftry. When every fetmbn is, in a 
meafure, to be precompofed, and then cbmnrtitted 
to memory^ it muft prove a confiderable talk to the 
burdened mind. Not only is all the warmth and 
animation of extenipOre fpeaking annihilated, but 
it is rendered too much a matter of labour to be 
often repeated. Now, if the Minifter, after having 
duly confidered the leading truths of his text^ 
Vi^ould but venture, under the Divine, bleffing, to 
enforce the fubjedl from the natural ability which 
God may have given hitn, he w6uld ffnd his heart 
animated by the fubjed, and preaching would fooa 
be his DAILY delight. 

Y la 
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In the Scottilh Eflabliftiment indeed, though 
the Minifter be the mod lively and zealous, and 
however mifer^ble and ignorant his neighbours 
may be, yet fliould he venture out of the preciniSls 
of bis pari(h, unlefs by the invitation of the Mi- 
nifter of that pariih, whofe diftrid he prcfiunes to 
invade, the General Aflcnibly would foon correal 
him for the eccentricity of his zeal, and clofely 
clip the wings of fuch a wild bird, till they had 
made him as ia^ne and as moderate as. thcmfclves.* 
Thus he ftands with his hands tied behind him, 
without the leaft profj)e6l of releafe, fo long as he. 
chufcs to continue obedient to the rules of their 
Church. But the fituation of the Seoeders in this 
refpcd: is entirely different. They may preach: 
when, where, and as often as they pleafe : and I 
really was llruck with furprife that thefe good men 
had not been more in the habit of making better 
ufe of their liberty. Is it that they have been fo 
long prevented by the wretched rules which fub- 
fift among them ? or is it that the like fort of edu- 
cation and method of preaching renders it a tafk . 

* The Canons of tHe Englifli Church vehemently exclaim 
againd a fimilar condu(5l'; thefe, however, were never fan6lioned 
by legiflativc authority. I blefs God I have tranfgrefled them 
a thoufand tiir.cs. 7'hey were the mere bully of the High-prief^ 
of the day; but in Scotland the fling of prieftly vengeance is 
added year by year fi om the flrong powers of their General 
AITembly. 

too 
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too difficult to be frequently repeated ? Some 
attempts, however, I am inforn^cd, have recently 
been made, not only by the Relief Church, but 
by other bodies of Sccedcrs alfo, for the further 
Ipread of Gofpel knowledge. They have all work 
enough before them, and the caufe is glorious. — 
How much better that all lovers of divine truth 
fliould contend earneftly for " the faith once deli- 
vered to the faints," than to contend againft each 
other about forms and modes, which all acknow- 
ledge are in nowife eflential to f^lvatiou. 

. After this general review of the ftate of religion 
in the North ; ifplacesof worfliip be flill wanting, 
and the means of falvation be not equal to the ne- 
ceffities of tl^e people, would it not be a bleffing 
to the country at large, if fome fhould exert 
themfelves to promote what others Hill ncglccl ? 
If^ in Edinburgh, for inftance, where there are 
fuppofed to be eighty thoufand fouls, exclufive 
of the inhabitants of Leith, and where there 
is not room in all the different places of worfliip, 
where the Gk>fpel is preached, to hold above one 
quarter of the inhabitants* were they inclined to 

* I had thijj information indireSlly from two worthy Gofpel 
Minifters of the Scottifli Eftabliihment, they computed at pre* 
fcnt, room for twenty-four thoufand. I next confuhed others 
who I conceived, might give a partial cflimate on the other 
fide of the queftion, and they fuppofed exclufive of the half and 
' y^ ' . ^ half^ 
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come; if in that city another place of worfhip 
Ihbuld be built-f-, what fhould be its glory ? Let 
it embrace all who love the Lord Jefus, and be 
the centre of union among them who are now 
difunited ; let it then be called the Union Churchy 
and let her prove fhc deferves the name. Let her 
pulpit be open to all Minifters who preach and love 
the Gofpel, and her communion equally open \p 
all who bve the Lord Jefus in lincerity. 

From one confideration, however, above all 
others, a place like this feems remarkably wanting. 

half-Go/peUcrs^ not more than eighteen thoufand was the number, 
1 have, therefore, taken the average. - 

t Should it be aflced, if Lady Glenorchy's Chapel was not 
built on this liberal plan? it is anfwcred. Yes. And had the 
worthy Foundrefs not given her Chapel over iii marriage to the 
Kirk, fhe might have continued to have received her former 

: nds, for whom flie was originally defigned. But, through 
1 ! : '• '-.\ I, Vith others, (land among the excluded from the 
C :• -j-^i. oi Oiie who was a vifitant at my houfe, and an intimate 

.:: '-/.unce of all my family. 

• V»w flrange the government of that ChapeLwhofe managers 
" i'tcel themfelves againft the known will of the builder, and 
• ,ipfsly pervert it from its original defign, as a place of wor- 
1 :p open for all who love and preach the glad tidings of fal- 
. cion! 

BleflTcd be God, though the hard hand of bigotry is felt from 
: me in Scotland, yet the people in general abhor the evil, and 
: fiftiipon the liberty of thinking for themfelves. I humbly 
r uft, from the afFe^lionate attention of the people, a day of 
^raceand glory is at hand. ' ^' 

Almoft 
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Almoft all places of worfhip are fo clofely pewed% 
^nd confequently become private property, as to 
render the attendance of the poor next to im- 
poffible. Let her gates, therefore, be wide open 
for their moft free reception. .For, be it ever 
remembered, " The poor receive the Gofpelt." 
We are fure to exclude the prefence of the Lord, 
when Nye exclude the perfons of the poor. Thou- 
fands of thefe are perifhing for lack of know- 
ledge, even in Edinburgh. Here they willdoubtlefi 
be glad to meet, as on common ground. While 
jthey find the doors fo liberally opened to receive 
fhem, they willbe much prejudiced in favour of the 
jGofpel which they hear. The jdefpifers of the poor 
are the defpifers ©f the Lord. I would allot, there* 
fore, at leaft half the area of this Church to them, 
that they may attend it with as much freedom as 
they attend a field-preaching. Like the Gofpd 
itfelf, let this be its bafis. 

But it muft be under fome fort of management 
— Granted. I have fuppofed half the contentions 

* I do not think, among other things* that Pews were an 
^^ftolic invention. 

t So fliould the word be tranflated, the poor have the Gofpel 
preached unto them; but among the politer Divines of the day, 
nothing is fo difgraceful as popularity. The furcft evidence of 
their fort of good preaching is, when next to nobody will come 
ko hear it—none of the poor, and very few among the rich. 

among 
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^mong religious people have arifen from a falfe fup- 
pofition, that wc niuft adl again in every minutiae 
t)f Church Government the fame part, though cir* 
fcumftances may very widely differ in themfelves. 
1 moft readily grant they (hould ,be taken as our 
general model fo far as prefent exifting circum- 
Aanccs may admit, but I cannot fuppofe what 
then was done muft again be done. I would not, 
for inftance, advifc the members of the Union 
Church to have all things common, though it is 
as pofitively aflertcd that the primitive Chriftians 
had all things common, as that the Apoflles 
wrought miracles and preached the Gofpel. I 
would not fuppofe they mull dine in one common 
hall, becaufe the Churches in thofe days lived to- 
gether at their feafts of love ; nor would I again 
fuppofe it would now be neceflary for the Saints to 
wafli each others feet, as once was the pofitive 
pradtice, w^herc climate and other circumftances 
rendered fuch an a6l neceflary for the purpofcs of 
riiutual fHcndfhip and hofpitality. Neither would 
I make a moment's difpute oa the moral wicked- 
nefs of 2i pig'iail^ or tho. periwig gf a Counfellor, 
"becaufe the Apoftle tells us it is a fhame for a man 
to have long hair *, that is to afFe6l the female 

* I hare heard of a fet of fcrupulous difciples of modern date, 
who were determined to adopt every punftilio of primitive Chrif- 
tianity, and confequently entered into a ferious difcuflSon, on the 

fin 
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(Irefs of the day. I would, however, • diveft my 
mind of all guides but the word of God, and adopt 
the fimple and artlefs condu6t of the firft mef-» 
fcngers of our Lord. ; 

It evidently appears, I have already obferyed, 
that the Churches of old were in a connecSled 
ftatc *. When any difputp arofc in the different. 
Churches, thefe confulted the general hdy^ and ac- 
cording to their decifion fo they adted. If this had 
not been their condudl the infant focicties had iboti 
been difunited f , and their ftrength had naturally 
evaporated by divifion. Should, therefore, the 
Union Church be cominanded to " lengthen her 

fmof pig-tails and peikvig.s^ which Jailed for feveral hours, till 
the difputants had nearly gone to loggerheads, and gave fuffici- 
cnt proof that they were not fo well acquainted with the fpirit of 
. primitive Chriflianity as they conceived th'emfelves to be. 

* The Epifcopalians, the Reformed, and the Lutherans, ia 
Germany; the Moravians, the Quakers, the Arminian Metho- 
difts, and all denominations of Prefbyterians, have, in my humble 
opinion, fhewn tkeir wifdom in keeping up a connected govern- 
ment among themfelves, and I have often grieved that the CaU 
viniftic Method ills, fo called, never united themfelves into a 
body of fimilar defcription. 

t I believe it has been obferved, that this advice was fought 
for in fubordination to Appftolic authority alone, which has 
(ince ceafed, but Elders and Brethren of different cities are as 
much mentioned as the Apofties, from their being confulted and 
agreeing in the deciiion. 

cords 
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Cords and ftrcngthen her ftakes," and Aould dthci 
Churches beraifed which might wifli a conricxiofl 
with her, what fhould bfe the fimple plan of theif 
connedlcd government ? • 

Firft, as to her internal government — I like the 
idea of Minifters and Elders, The Elders, like ^Z- 
dermen, or Eldermeriy of a city, fliould be repre- 
fentatives of the younger members of the Churchy 
whofe general approbation fhould at all times be 
attended to. Government fhould be a delegated 
bufincfs, and a few, well chofen, always accom- 
plifh the beft work. Now it fhould reft with thefe 
to attend to the management of the congregation, 
while the people at large fhould be heard on every 
jufl occafion : propofing no other terms of commu- 
nion among their members than what the word of 
God demands ; " Repentance towards God, and 
faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift ;" that they 
Ihould be perfons of a godly life ^wAJound faiih J 

Again, I would not on\y Jlatedly admit fuch, but 
all others alfo of the like defcription, who wifh for 
occafional communiop. Thus far the government, 
I conceive, muft and fhould be congregational, all 
Chriflians being beft known at home. But how 
are thefe different churches or bodies to be beft 
kept as one ? Why, firft I would feek for thofe 

MiniflTers 
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Minifters w^)ofe zeal for the promotion and fpre^d 
of the Gofpel will never fufFer them to f^Ule^ or, 
in other words, as with too many, to lounge at hom^^ 
I am fure fuch alone will prove the inilruments t<) 
revive the life of religion in any declining age 
of the Church, Now thefe men will not me^n^ 
ly attempt to make a comfortable neft for 
therpfelves, while they feaft upofl \\it fpoils of ^, 
richer church, and permit the poorer cpngragation^ 
be ftarved to death. As foon as a fct of men 
*^ who ^r^ lovers of their own felves," are perraitr 
ted tp cut and carve for themfelves, and feizc the 
fatteft paftures they can provide on their own be- 
half the work of God may be faid to be in an 
obftru<£led and ^ difeafcd ftate. J advife, thercr 
forcj that men Ihould be fought for who love an 
union, ai)d are of a primitive and appftqlic fpirit ; 
men who can now adt among Cbriftians funk int^ 
pr^dlical heathenifm,as the primitive Chriflians an4 
ntartyrs ^ed among the beatheqs of tt)e d^y. 

I would advife alfo that tbis.Eldpre 4hQul4 "be.silj 
of them men of prayer, and great fpirituaJity ; fuclj 
a$ are fit to ailift the Minifterin examining people 
for the communion, fuch as could occafionally drop 
the word of exhortation or advice when called upon 
to vilit-Sunday Schools, by inftru£ling both the par 
nmis and their children ; fuch as are ipnd of refort* 
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ing to hofpitals dnd prifons, and all the abodes of 
human woe, and attentive above all things with 
other fiibordinate fervants of the .Church, com- 
monly called Deacons, as they may be wanted, to 
the poor of their own communion, agreeable to 
the facrcd injun<ftion, *' efpecially unto fuch as 
are of the houfhold of faith." In flibrt, let thefc , 
examine themfelves, let them be examined by the 
word of God on behalf of the congregation whoni 
they are defigned to reprefent, and for whom they 
a6l, if, agreeable to 1 Tim; iii. they are fully fuch 
as the facred volume defcribes, and a thoufand 
fuch Elders as thefe will never ftand in the way 
of the Minifter of the word, but may greatly affift 
him in almoft every department of his work. 

Now this, I conceive, was the (imple plan of 
primitive times. Every hand and every heart was 
engaged according to the ability God had given 
to each : and what was the privilege of all, was 
made the more immediate duty of others ; fome of 
the Seniors or Elders, Servants or Stewards, being 
afterwards more folemrily ordained or apppinted to 
the work on account of their gifts and ability to 
tvangelize at large. 

^.. But to look a little further into the model . long . 
^ftablifbed in Scotland, and in many refpeds there 

X cannot 
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ptnaot be a better, and the more likely to be uie-- 
ful, as being congenial to thq minds and precon- 
ceptions of the people : I fhould fuppofe it would 
be. truly profitable^ if onc6 every, week,, the Minif* 
ters and Elders and others, meet. for mutual con- 
verfc, for private prayer and confultation, for the 
general good. I would next fuppofe that th^fe, 
joined with other churches in connexion, eitlier 
by quarterly, half yearly, or ^qnuaj meetings, as 
prudence might bed dcvifc, for the purpofesof ge- 
neral confultation between fuch delegates of tbofe 
different aflemblies for the good of the whole, 
and to fettle the Exchange of Minifters, which, 
efpecially in an infant work, I would ftrongly re- 
commend, and that for a variety df reafons. 

Every Minifter is not equally gifted, and may not 
^lave a fufficient variety ftatedly to labour in the 
. faipe place, while he may move excellently as aq 
itinerant. If, therefore, his ftated labours might 
be injurious to himfelf and detrimental to the caufe, 
fuch removes are but a6ls of kindnefs to the 
preacher, who, though oflefs ability, cnay be quite 
equal to others in the fincerity and devotednefs of 
his (pirit. 

By this order of government men of ftronger 
powers and fuperior abilities^ vaftly furprize and 

Z 2 animate. 



artiihjrtfe, tvhile they move from plAce to plade. I 
know that itinerant preaching has dotic wondfers in 
bur land, and this was God*s primitive defign, that 
his Minifters (htfuM'ga about ^' preaching every 
\vheVe that iiieh (hould repent." 

But I ^ould further obferve, that while the 
Primitive Ch'dtch was very frequent ih the adtni* 
hiifcfation of the communion, and while I con*- 
ceive evfety private congregatidh uitiuld cothtnuni-^ 
cate at kaft every ttionth, yet upon thfefe gehertj 
meeting^ a general communion wbiild have a love- 
ly and uniting appearance*'. 

Were any obicrvations nccfeflary refpeding 
the mode of conducting the public worfhip, it 
might be hinted that it is no wherfe precifely re- 
vealed how it fhould be carried on, but like other 
things left to the judgment of the wt)rfhippers, aJS 
far as time and circumftances may adtnit, by giv- 
ing us but the outlines of what thtey did : namely, 
that the word of God was read, ptcftched and ck- 
jpounded, that prayer was oiade in the name of tlje 
lx)rd Jefus, and the praifes of Odd were offetted 
up in ipfalms and hypans and Spiritual fongs. Ntow 
I conceive the Scots method of condudling pi;iblic 

* Thefe general communions have lately been adc^ted iu 
many aftbc'rited bodies in Ei^land. 
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tfrptftiij^ -ik allb Of admmMetifi]^ the 6onlttniniotJ, 
i'Si Vi)pbh the whole, fo very decfent, primitive ^nd fd- 
iefiAh, that it \Ciould be irtipofiible tx> kni»-oV6 ii, mi4 
att Urtjuft ttfteiaidh to attempt it, 1 IhaVfe aivfiady 
iltopt fome hints refpedlihg leSlurihg of e^pbiind- 
ih% it is thfe ftioft rational and inftruAiVe naetbdci 
c? ''^ eaiifihg the people to Hbderftand the W6td^ 
ittH I heartily advife a feirioUs adherehcfe t6 that 
W>^ excellent rule. 

But in point of finging, 1 muft be allc5wed to 
cottfefs ifey furprize at their nOtdrioiis want o/ifrt- 
provement in thai moft bleflcd ^nd 'delightful pidt 
of divine worfhip, and the ftrange prejudices which 
tiare been lakeii up evtn by a ferioois and thitik- 
Sng people, agaihft almbft every attempt toWat^ 
refo'rm'ation, 

^o^ I ntvtt knew a Scots Minifier make it k 
jpoint to off* up to God an Old ^Bjldtiiefitfr^^^ 
iJJttely b'&^ufe it >KZ^ ih'elangkiage'df if^piratib^^ 
and vefy YaSttly haVfe \ heard Of tbe ufe'6y6n of the 
t(»l*S Prayer, as riot beitlg fuffidifettftly i^&ff ^r 
lament language : for that reafon I myfelf omftteA 
it Ivhefn I Ihould have beep glad to h^av^ ufed it. 
Yet how often has it been urged that the Pfalms 
x)f David, being the language of inf}riration\ afre thfe 
bnly proper vehicle of pvurdevotions'in prarfe. Bu^ 
• ' >vh\ 
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why Old Teftamcnt language while we praifey and 
nothing but the pureft New Teftament language 
while- wc pray? Are they not both equally to be 
conceived moft folemn a6ls of our dfevotional wor* 
ihip before God ? Why then fhould' not the iainc 
itiie hold ibr both ?: And again, taking care that 
the flights of poetry might not lead from the laa- 
guage of infpiratipn, what a tranllation of the 
pfalms into Englifh metre ! Is it metre ? Is it 
poetry ? Is it Englifti ? why, for fuch a reafon, are 
we to ferve God in fuch diftorted language wtien 
we fing, and yet attempt a ftyle fo different when 
we preach and pray ? 

But (hall this prevent our revering the pfalms 
of David as our beft guide in pfalmody even 
under the New Teftament difpenfaition ? Cer- 
tainly not. I believe in no parts of Scripture have 
we fo much of Chrift as in tbofe facred hymns ; 
and that a better model cannot be given for our 
prefent offering of ourfelves before God in that 
part of divine worftip. The pfalms of David are 
rich in the language of perfonal experience, of 
huDfjble devotednefs, of childlike limplicity, of deep 
humility, of fearching into the glories of our 
Chrift; they are " honey dropping out of the honey 
comb," and from thcfe all our modern hymn-makers 
borrowed their richeft compolitions^ and the nearer ' 

that 
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khst compdRtion is to^the language of original iiv. 
Ipiration, as now tmdcrftood under the l^ew Tef- 
tament ijifpenfation/ the richer tafte is given to 
the hymn. 

Birt ftiil are we not at liberty as much to com* 
pofe and fing a New-Teftamcnt' hymn as to offer 
up a New-Teftament prayer ? Are we bound to 
read over the fermbns of Mofes in Deuteronomy, 
and the fermons of the Prophets, becaufe they are 
inlpiration ? when we are told " the leaft of the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than they." Whilir 
therefore, I admire the attachment of the people 
of Scotland to the pure word of God, I fhould 
humbly truft that the congregation, at the Union 
Church, in point of pfalmody alone will fet them a 
better, a more fcriptural example, in finging the 
praifes of our God more in the language of the 
New Teftament difpcnfation • 

Sounds are of much lefs confequence than 
fenfc"; I therefore fay lefs againft what th^ call 
finging, though in general, it is not finging, no? 
yet even " making a joyful noife to the Lord," for 
it is in general, a doleful noife indeed. 

Now if finging be the command of God, why 
fliould it not be well performed ? Some indeed 
have fuppofcd, that^^zf^/w^, ^^//cwiwg-, and groan- 



( 1?« ) 

tMg, have »dded to their devotion in prayer^ ^x\^ 
from ^ parity of reafoning may baife ept\c\\ided ^(p 
in favour of this moil barbarous way of iinging; but 
while others have ears and any tafle or judge- 
ment for mufical founds, fuch fort of pfalmody, in- 
Aead of adding to their devotion c^h^^t bpt expite 
their extreme difguft. 

Qn all fides extremes (hould be equaUy ^voified. 
Concertos, s^nd oratorios are never fit ior this pub* 
lie wor(hipping aflembly. Singing m^y be 0ropg 
«Dd good, yet iimpk, plain and neat, fo that aU 
flfiay join. Charms of thefe forts are from Go4 
himfelf, they foften and foothe the mind^ producing 
^ mod happy preparatory frame for future goodL 
Many a blefied evidence have I known of this ibrtk 
they have been firft foftened by the hymn, ^nd 
afterwards converted by the fernoon. 

Perhaps I lament what may be fuppofcd to be 
of lefs confequence ftill, I mean the pofture of fipg- 
f ng. Now this a(5l of divine worfhip is an imme^iaU 
^ddrefs fo Deity himfelf y the pofture is evpr ment- 
tiouQd as that oSflandingt rigy. Angels are dpfcHbed 
as lying projirpfe in' praife. Sitting i$ a ilwenly 
lazy pofture for an adl of fuch high devotion : many 
chwchei hftve lately reformed ip thij niattar, and 
I beg leave to drop thfS} hjnt. 

Yet 
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Yet furthef I fhall prefume upon the fpirit and 
temper that fhould afluate all fuch preachers, en-* 
gaged to carry on, not a feparete intereft from 
other Gofpel Churches, but an humble attempt to- 
ward the revival of the fimplicity and power of real 
religion among all Churches^ and only to eftablilfh 
a new work where the means of falvation are not 
already fufficicntly provided, 

Now thefe I would afFedlionately advife, wherc- 
cver called in providence to preach, themfelveg 
to attend upon the pureft and beft Gofpel Mini- 
fters who may refide in thofe parts. Perhaps thefe, 
like the liberal principles of the Church of Relief, 
may relax in their terms of communion, and de- 
mand nothing more than what tbp Scripture de- 
mands, Faith and Repentance. Wherever they con- 
quer bigotry they kill a monfter, and by this they 
prove, inftead of attempting to fetup another party, 
they wifh to pull down a pairty fpirit in all, that 
Chriftians may be all as one. 

They need not be told with what fimplicity and 
purity of condudl they fhould ever adt, proving 
theinfelves willing to take up every crofs, and fub- 
rriit to every mortifying difficulty ; nor yet to be 
reminded how much the Minifter is marked at 
home, by the poor family whp may give him bii 

A a hearty 
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hearty welcome into his humble cot. Here h€ 
fhould deeply remember that he is the holy mor* 
tified follower of a mod merciful crucified Media- 
tor. He has no will of his own^ bis heart is abibrbe4 
in the will of Gkxl; therefore he eats the moil hum^ 
ble fare with the mod thankful fpirit^ he knows no* 
thing of himfelf, ^^ be is dead^ and his life is bid 
with Chria in God.'* 

In his preaching he has but three fubjefts^ Ruin^ 
Redemption, Regeneration. Thefe are the doc- 
trines which humble the finner, exalt J;he Saviour^ 
and promote holinefs. He has no fneering reflec* 
tions againft any party ; mere parties are beneath 
his notice. When thefe are more righteous they 
will be more liberal, and as to politics, to thefe he 
is quite a dead man.* He preaches up a fcriptu- 
ral obedience to " the powers tha.t are," for he 
** ftudies to be quiet." 

♦ It has been a very dommon trick to accufe Itinerant Preach- 
ers as enemies to Church and State, merely becaufe they are 
enemies to the deadnefs and formality of fome, and the rotten 
heathettifll fyftem broached by others. The defign of this is to 
render them odious and fufpe^lcd by the public. ^The tongue of 
malice was not wasting in the fame charge againil me when ia 
the North, and the bed method to confute the flander is to call 
forth the llanderers to prove ihe faA. It is a flrange circum- 
ftance that a man fhould be accufed of a crime which he him- 
iclf never meant to commit. 

In 
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In the ftyle of his preaching it is in limplicity 
pnd godly fincerityj and far more remote from that 
worfl- of evils "fleshly wisdom/* He well knows 
his Bible and his own heart; and fpeaks, from a 
divine experience concerning the glories of that 
Gofpel " which has been the power of God to th« 
falvation of his own foul." 

In delivering his fubjedl^ he finds above all things, 
the benefit " of livixig near to God ;" and while 
pthers tire themfelves and their hearers, by heating 
out a fermoii by the mere dint of labour and paiur- 
ful application ; under fuch a fpirit as he enjoys, 
the fubjefl: itfelf appears to his mind clear, lucid, 
and glorious. If he feels well, he will be enabled to 
fpeak well. And, while his fpirit is thus under 
^^ an undion from the Holy One," the word will 
^^ come with power." He will little mind the 
pharge of madnefs and enthufiafiii*, nor need he 

mind 

* Some yea;?s ago, a l^obleman pf high rank and great abi- 
lity, was lamenting to the late Dr. Price, the diflbhite manner^ 
f>f the people belonging to a neighbouring Borough, and afked 
{lis advice, what he con^dered as the bell plan to accompliih 
^heir immediate refofmatipn. The Doctor's advice was, fen,d 
them an enthufiaft : and the Nobleman- actually gave the Dodor 
a commiffion to provide them a fuppofed enthufiaft for the pur- 
pofc. This matter of fed. Dr. Price never couJd prefume to 
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mind it, while he has " the wifdom that is front 
above, which is pure, peaceable, geptle, eafy to 
be intrcatcd, full of mercy and good fruits." And 
by fuch a fpirit as this " wifdom will be juftified 
of all her children ;" prejudice highly raifed, will 

deny, though it appeared in print from his pen, that ** Method- 
ifm, as he called it, was a barbarifm in religion^ a fyftem oi faith 
that fours th^tcmpcr, and is a lervice of forms fupplanting mo- 
rality." I'he Dolor's only apology was, on a fecond edition, to 
omit the illiberal and unjuil accuf^ion^ inllead of candidly re- 
trafliug his niiilake. 

This is one inftance among mapy, to prove how far tbcfo 
peojJe defervc to be credited in their boafted pretenfions to can- 
dour and liberality of fentiment ; ?nd while they can arrogate to 
tbemfelves the excluiive compliment of the rational dissen- 
ters, they at irrationally tell you alfo, that what they caD ca- 
thufiafm, can bring a fet of wild /nv^z/oW profligates to a holyi 
prudent, and rational behaviour. 

A(k them in return, what trophies they can produce . from 
tmong the ignorant and profane ? They are Aartled at the quef? 
tion. To expeA a cpnvert.were almoil an impeachment of the 
rationality of their fyftem ; it is enough for them if they keep 
fuch as already tread in the paths of virtue from running into the 
ways of vice. Mighty dojngs truly ! Would the Phyiician be 
able to procure a iingle fee by his profeilion, if he had only ^o 
boaft that he did not pretend to cure the fick, but fuch as h^ . 
found well, he kept well. Nothing offends one like th^ fuper- 
cilious pride of a people whofe preachings and publications are 
not only ufelcfs, but abundantly worfe. Who pap be furprifed 
that the admirers of a PriefUey and a Beliham, terminate their 
wretched progrefs in error by a deliberate avowal of deifm itfe}f I 
|f proof be demanded it can be prpduced in fad ab\md^nce. 



